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The Big Four for South Carolina
BY J. M. ELEAZER

I WONDER !f many placej 
on earth c*n have so many 

of earth's good things 10 easy 
as here?

Just about everything can be 
grown here, mostly easy, but 
come with difficulty. I have 
»een oranges ripen juicy and 
yellow on gnarled old trees on 
Hilt on Head and Ladies Island. 
Then up across the state one 
can see a bewildering array ol 
things of field, orchard, and 
garden thai just about ex 
hausts the book. And in Ocone* 
fine apples grow, to say noth 
ing of rhubarb, chinquepins, 
and hazel nuts I've seen there. 

Out of all of these natural 
adaptations, there are four 
sturdy forts that should be on 
every premise where there'i 
room. They are the pecan, the 
fig, the muscadine grape, and 
the crape myrtle.

These are naturals for the 
South, parts of our tradition, our 
heritage, easy to grow. Once 
put out, a very minimum of 

1 attention assures them for the 
future there.

The pecan, a tough, beautiful, 
and useful tree is native to the 
lower Mississippi River basin 
and Eastern Texas, where the 
Rreat trees grow wild by the 

i millions. Texas alone has over 
300 million. On its nuts the In 
dians thrived and early settlers 
found it "a valuable asset to 
their frontier existence. Even 
yet, the pecan is confined large 
ly to those parts of the United 
States with adequate rainfall 
and with 200 or more frost- 
free days.

Superior chance seedlings are 
the source of our so called im- 

, proved varieties, ol pecans. In 
| the wild stands you find nuts all 
j the way from no good at all 

to an occasional tree of super 
ior quality. Wood or buds from 
that are transplanted on to 
sma 11 seedling sliM-k in order 
lo make trees like the good par 
ent

The first record of thus at 
tempting to multiply good seedl 
ings was done by Abner I^an- 
drum ol Edgefleld, South Caro 
lina, in 1S22. He reported he 
had, "This summer budded some 
dozens of pecans on the com 
mon hickory nut, without a 
single failure yet. and some of 
them are growing finely." No 
further reports are found from 
Ihis. and it is assumed it suf 

the fate of other attemnte
to do this that the writer ex- 
pericnced and observed in Inter 
years.

When I was county agent In 
Saluda (1918-23* we cut back a 
lot of hickories in order lo get 
big tender growth on which to 
bud pecans. Most ol them grew. 
But the pecan part grew so 
much taster lhan the hickory 
base, it soon looked like a blub 
with handle of hickory and they 
would break off during wind 
storms.

Along about Hint same time 
a man by the name of Taylor 
owned a lot of land just beyond 
the present State Fair Grounds 
in the edge of Columbia on which 
a lot of young hickories grew. 
He hired a classmate of mine 
to top work hundreds of ihrs-e 
lo pecrm,-!. 1 think they finally 
suffered the laic of mine in Sal 
uda.

Alter Mr. Lanrtnim's rxpcr- 
irnce of. trying lf> reproduce 
good pecans on hickory slock 
in Kd^cfield in 1822. it appears 
that liitle if anything was dnne 
along this line until during the 
winter of 184B-47 when a slave 
gardener, by the name nf An- 
toine, grailed 16 prcan j.-erdlings 
with better slock on the Oak 
Alloy Plantation in Louisiana, 
He later grafted more, *nd by 
the rnri of the ConfcoYralfr War 
had 126 trees of a variety latrr 
named Centennial in bcnrin^, 
It is reported that nuts from 
these sold for from $T>0 lo $75 
a barrel, while ordinary seedl 
ings were, much cheaper. This 
if the first recorded case of 
propagating pecans on pecan 
Ftock, the earlier one was on 
hickories.

It is a strange fact that for 
nearly a half century after that 
science was not applied further 
to the pecan, and plantings wrro 
only of seedlings, which arc aU 
ways doubtful, for they don't 

• come true. And it's a long ti 
to wait and then find ihe 
no good. By grafting and burl- 
ding, you can know what you 
are going to get in advance ol

i the harvest.i
Finally, in 1877, the long- 

forgotten work of the slave gar- 
dener, Antoine, was resurrected, 
by Emile Bourgeois nf Saint 
James Parris, Louisiana, who 
that ypar set 22 lop gratis nnd 
got half n{ tlvm to live. He cnn- 
linued aflcr that nnd sold graft*

ted stock' To "a 
tions. And in 1SS2 Rickard 
Kortscher of New Orleans was 
offering grafted pecan trees for 
sale. He was closely followed by 
Papst of Ocean Springs. Miss 
issippi, G. M. Bacon of DeWitt, 
Georgia, P. J. Berckmans of 
Augusta, and J. H. Girardeau 
of Monticcllo, Florida. Thus the 
modern version o( the improved 
pecan grew,

In laic years many srlrvtions 
of pecans have been made, and 
some of those are suited to the 
more northerly latitudes, where 
the tree did not grow naturally. 
This IKIS resulted in pushing its

boundary a hundred or so miles 
further north than it was form 
erly. And they have a Northern 
Nut Tree Association that works 
mainly with all ant;los of push 
ing this boundary further back. 
Generally, the further north pe 
cans are planted, the smaller 
the nuts and the slower the 
growth of the trees. Isolated 
trees have produced nuts as far 
north as latitude 45' in Wiscon- 
s'n and 42' in Michigan at fav 
ored spots. But the generally 
(icccptcd area for the pecan is 
still considerably south of that. 

I have had right much to say 
pbout ihe pecan. Far more could 
be said. What I started out to 
say is lhat it is typically South 
ern, is a wonderfully tough and 
heuutidil shade tree, bears a 
valuable crop of nuts, and 
should by all means be on every 
homestead, where thrre's room, 
be it farm of city lot.

M.-iny a place that needs 
jchadc, can get tlwt and rnouph 
nuts for the family and to sell 
to pay laxes from a few trees 
well placed around the house 
and barnyard. We owned a 
home in the city of -Sumter for 
ninny years that had a lone 
large sfcdling pecan in back ot 
it. We sold as high as 400 pounds 
» year from it, in addition to all 
lhat birds, squirrrls. and chil 
dren took away and what we 
kept for home use. In addition, 
il was wonderful sharlr for the 
who'a back yard and children 
used to play Tar/an in it. An 
other thing fi!x>ut Ihe pecan 
for slinde. it doesn't litter the 
jard up for a long time in the 
jail, like many trees. No. sir! 
Its leaves all come down in a 
single shower, following the first 
kUling frost. If you want a 
clean yard, lake Vm up once,

and you are through tor the 
year.

Prcans planted in fields and 
taken care of are n good money 
crop too. Once they were hound 
ed by a disease called "rosrt- 
tr." It caused the tips of the 
limbs to die back and late 
bunchy suckers would rome out 
on the limb*. Such trrrs bore 
practically nothing. The old 
timers had a remedy that sci 
ence scorned. It was to drive 
a few nails in 'em. Or around 
the back yard, just attach the 
clothes wire to them. But at 
long last science found there 
was something to the crude 
rarly remedy. That "rosette" 
was caused by zinc drficiwy. 
And those nails and that wire 
were coated with zinc. The 
Irrrs* needs were very JittK 
And they got it from the nails

and wire.
Now "rosette" has been all 

but eliminated where small 
amounts of zinc are applied to 
the trees as a spray or to the 
soil with the fertilizer. So with 
this main disease under con 
trol, commercial pecans are 
staging a comeback. Scab is 
their main diease now. It has 
relegated the finest variety, 
Schlcy, to a role of minor im 
portance. There are sprays to 
help. But spraying as big a 
thing as a pecan tree is a job 
for sure and adequately done 
hy few. So the Stuart and a few 
of the olher scab resistant sorts, 
are thr ones planted now.

Since 1 started getting up In 
formation lor this article. Coun 
ty Aficnt (iarvin ol Greenwood 
showed me the biggest pecan 
tree I've ever seen. If anyone 
reading this has seen a bigger 
one, 1 wish they'd let me know. 
II is on the farm of P, *". And- 
rrson. Hodges, S. C., RFD 1. 
Il measures 1'i feet and 9 inches 
around 3 feet from the ground, 
has a spread of 101 feet, and li 
estimated to be 100 feet tall. It 
has produced as high as 1,000 
pounds of nuts a year, in add* 
ition to what birds and squirrels 
took off. And this year It Is 
really loaded with nuts and 
will likely exceed that yield.

This tree has room. Although 
RfrdlinRS have come up from H 
all around it, it had the head 
start nnd has kept the others 
well submerged, [loom is what

pecans like. That's why they
usually do so well around the 
house, the woodpile, lot. and out 
buildings. And in the field the 
mistake is so often made of 
putting them too close. Clemson 
recommends planting them 50 
to 70 feet apart, preferably the 
latter. For full particulars about 
varieties and planting, ask your 
county agent for Circular 301. 
''Prcan Production and Market- 
Ing in South Carolina."

Enough about thi* member ot 
Ihe Big Four for planting now. 
I won't say so much about the 
ether three, but they are im 
portant and easy to have too.

The fig, one of the most an 
cient ot planted things. It dates

back as far as records go. It 
thrives here and is remarkably 
free ot disease and insect en 
emies. It occasionally winter 
kills above ground. But comes 
back so quick you often have 
figs the first year. On this ac 
count, it should be set at pro 
tected places, like chimney, 
fence, and garden corners, and 
on the. warmer exposures.

It roots ralher readily from 
cuttings and you can usually 
get rooted sprouts from around 
the old plants.

Now ihe muscadine type 
grape, of which the seuppemong 
Is the oldest and best known 
variety'. There you have a 
great crop, typically Southern, 
and as hard as rocks. The fact o£ 
Its adaptation here is shown by 
its wild brothers that grow in 
every woodland and along 
every hedgerow, making graoes 
thTO that arf delightful mainly 
for the canning and preserving 
arts.

But take the cultivated sorts, 
nnd there are many, some great 
new ones ol late, there you have 
a fall delicacy lor sure. Few 
things are RR disease resistant 
and require as littlf attention

in order to turn out cnod fiiiit 
as this type grape here.

The old homes, specially in 
the low-country, and many up 
state, have great arbors nf 
them, there by or buck of the 
house, whose age reaches bark 
further lhan recollect ions. And 
though often neglected and 
weed, bush, brier and honey 
suckle infrsted, they continue 
to come forth wilh delightful 
fruit In season. And that sea 
son Is late summer and fall.

«hrn they arc must \vl' ''xn<~- "n 
a cool evening or frost-tingnl 
morn.

Once the scuppcrnong was 
standard, the best ot the mi^ 
cadine sort. But no more! 1» 
has been superceded by varie 
ties that many think better. 
Take the Topr-r.il, a bron/f1 
grape, and the Hunt and Dulcet, 
black grapes, all are wonder 
fill enting grapes, as well ,T= 
suited to industrial uses. An-1 
now there is snot her one. a 
new one. with just a few vines 
in production that's in a class to 
itself, something delight fully dif 
ferent, it is the Hispins. a 
large pink grape, with a lend 
tr, tasty, fleshy inside rather 
lhan pulp and~3uTce, like th* 
rest. If nothing unforsecn hap 
pens to this new grape, it ii 
destined to RO far and give thu 
Southeast something it hasn't 
had bpforr, nor has any section 
had a prape. like it.

T. B. Sumerel of Clinton, 
RKD 1 has seven of these Hip- 
gins Uinos, three-years old. that 
came into rathT good produc 
tion this year. HP also has ju«t 
about all of the leading sorts 
growing to perfection in his vine 
yards.

In planting this type of grape, 
remember must of thrm are self 
flerile. That k, they make only 
female HQWM'.S and you have to 
have a pollen bearing vine near 
to fertilize them. There are sev 
eral pretty prod grapes ot the 
latter sort, one of thn principal 
of which is IMP Tarheel. I won't 
go into all of lhat h*»rr. But J-P- 
member, if >ou plant any of Ihis 
muscadine lyni? grapes to he 
sure to use H few nf the pollen 
producers riming them. They al 
so produce grrpcs, but some 
what inferior ones.

I asked our Roy Kcrrec if be 
were planting a few of these

grapes for home use, what va 
rieties would he use. Said four 
or five vines would be plenty 
for the average place. In that 
event he would plant one each ol 
Higgins, Topsail. Hunt, Dulcet. 
and Tarheel. And he'd put the 
Tarheel pollenizer near ihe mid 
dle of the planting. This type 
grape also has commercial pos 
sibilities that I won't go into 
here. Those contemplating plant 
infc any of them can get full 
details from their local county 
agents or from Clemson.

Now that completes the three 
of the Big F(iur every place 
needs for trie stomach's sake. 
Now comes the aesthetic one, 
for beauty. And that's the old 
"hundred and one day flower," 
the crape myrtle. Like the rest, 
it is tvaicaUv Southern. A few



s back Clrmson enter- 
the agricultural college 

^ditors and allied workers from 
America. It V;AS during a great 
drought of mid-summer. Most 
flowers were gone or seared. 
And even grass lay parched on 
the ground. But here and there, 
;is we took them on a tour 
shout 350 of them), was a 

brave crape myrtle flaunting its 
beauty to the otherwise drab 
scene. And tliose from other re 
gions inquired as to what man 
ner of plant that was.

Put it out once, and, with any 
' are at all, you'll always have 
it. Even when the old houses

pone, their
.;'-ill into decay 
and are 
spot is marked for 
re-irs after by the 
2rape myrtles that
 -till bravely c*r-
 v en there amid 

t.ie rubbish and 
verdure. And, where 
cared for just a 
bit and oruned 
b"ck occasionally, 
they offer the 
most beauty longer 
than any other 
plant I ::n^'v.

Per seme years 
Clemson has con 
ducted a canj- 
paifrn to ret a 
few of these typi 
cally Southern 
flowering shrubs
  ' "inted en

i every premise. And many have 
I been set. To encourage this, 
j Dean Karrar has had the ex 
periment station make thousand* 

'i of cuttings each year, root them, 
and distribute them over the 
state through the organized gar 
den clubs. (Please don't write 
us individually about this, an 
they can only be distributed 
through the garden clubs and 
commitments have been pretty 
well made for this planting sea 
son.)

The time for transplanting .all 
of these "Bi? Four" is right 
ah^ad of us now. Right after the 
first killing frost is the best time 
for setting things. For then they 
have all winder to get settled in 
the ground Rood, there is sel 
dom lark of moisture then, and 
tender feed roots can start de 
veloping and be ready to grow 
when spring beckons.

The big Four, aJJ typically 
Southern! Let's have 'em around 
every home where there's room. 
The pe.can. the fig, the musca 
dine, and the crape myrtle! And, 
-if course, others too. But cer- 
lainly these.

The largest pecan tree the author has ever jcen. It has a limb spread of 101 feet, cov- 
er'mg practically a quarter of an acre, is estimated to be at least TOO feet tall, and meos- 
ures T6 feet and nine inches in diameter three feet above ground. A thousand pounds of 
nuti have been harvested from it in a season. This year it is loaded and looks as though it 
might exceed that. It is on the farm of P. C. Anderton, Hodges, RFD 1. As best they can 
tell, it is just about 100 years old. for comparison, note grape arbor and man standing 
in foreground at edge or* limb spread.

Here T. 8. Sumerel, Clinton, RFD J, *Aows County Agent 
Ouifi of Laurens one of his pr'ned vines of Hunt (black) 
muscadine grapes. Mr. Sumerel points out that these grapes 
should lose their purple luster and become a dull black be 
fore they are prime tor good eating. Then, like several other 
varieties Mr. Sumerel has, they become a pure delicacy of 
good eating, Mr. Sumerel has the largest acreage of we//- 
cared-for vines of this sort the author has seen anywhere in 
the state.
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Wide Adaptations
Orange trees .^j bamboo  .. redwoods . . 
all grow well in South Carolina

By ]. M. Eleater

WIDE adaptations! 
South Carolina has 'em In 

clime and soil (or plant and 
tre*.

I wonder If any other exrual 
area bus so wide a rung*,

In that 250 miles from Sassa 

fras Mountain to PaufusJde Is 

land we havt the adaptation* of 

almost the whole temperate 
zone.

I have seen aged orange trees 
heavily loaded with fniit on Hil- 
tnn Mead and Indies Island, and 
rhubarb and currant* growing In 
the cool vales of Pirken* and .', 
Oronee. In the mid-state gardens .| 
nf Saltidft und Rirhland I saw j 
fine celery growing, and hiirk- j 
uheat on a field in Lexington. i 
lV)\m in Jasper I've seen the j

famed Chinese' water chestnut"\

Yet I find a few Isolated trees 
were set here about 100 years . 
ago, and they have thrived about 
like those of like age out there. 
One of these Is In a yard on the ; 
main street In Abbeville, one on 
the old Mars place In McTormick 
Ount>, one in fampd Magnolia 
C.ardena near Char-lesion, one in 
the \ard ol Ihe Walker home In 
Summerville, and several thai 
County Agent McCord showed 
m« on an old plantation In 
Georgetown, I think It was .

l 'SpringfWd. It seems none of 

; these have reproduced them- 

! selves, but they have grown well 

j over this favored state.

On top of these extremes, we 

j grow successfully just about ev- 

! try staple crop that's produced

anywhere In the North American 
mntin^nf. Yes, we have the corn

grow profusely, Honeydew m*l- and soybeans of the Mid-West; 
ons at deraton's StaHon at the * in of the Great Plains; 
RJarkville, and apples ai fin* ' I""*"'* «nH poultry of every 

a^ they come in Oconee.
We think of tea at coming 

from far-away places and strange

' hue; vegetables and fruits that 
, just about exhaust the list; a 
' land that will grow gras*. groat 
: gran*; our noils are timber

climes   Yet it has grown wild 

near Charleston for decades, and 

the cost of labor is perhaps all 

that's kept it from growing into 

a major crop. Based on mechv 

ni/ation now, Ctemiton has ex- 

tenaive experiments wilh it un 

der way at the Charleston sta 

tion.
Even bamboo, that hrlnga 

thoughts of the Smith Seas, grows; 

well here. Th* President's Com 

mission on Increased Industrial 

Use of Agricultural Product* saw 

in it a possible economic source 
of pulp for fine paper-making- 
Some areas of the world are al 
ready so using It. Gem ton's 
Kdisto Station at Blackville. has 
been selected for extensive plant 
ings and experimentation In this 
new Held.

I have seen the giant redwoods 
of California, aurely one of the 
great wonders of the world, as 
far as I'm concerned. Giants 
reaching fh« rlonds, with as 
mnrh as 300,000 feet of lumber 
to the tree, living trees that were 
many centuries old when Christ 
walked (his earth, there they 
stand today, in countlesa thou 
sands, where they have not been 
 laughfered. Nowhere else In the 

(h**v

inherently so; and we shared the 
early home of cotton and tobac 
co.

Sunshine and rain are Nature's 
most potent elements of produc 
tion. We have 'em both, in rare 
profusion, in a moderate clime,

making year around growth a 

reality. Only the rain Is some 

times Intermittent and drought 

 hikes. But, wilh our normnl 

rainfall, if the water stayed 

where it fell for a year, you 

could swim anywhere in South
Carol! na. Now, folks, that 'a a 
wealth of waler; good, fresh 
usable water. But we have been 
letting most of It run away in 
red water to the sea. What many 
parts of the world would giVe 
for It! In our time it is being 
impounded at many places and 
used more and more to rescue 
crops that would otherwise parch 
and burn. Supplemental irriga 
tion! That's our greatest undevel 
oped resource.

This life-giving water Is Just 
not to be had at many places. 
And others, like our far-West, go

great distance* and to~fabbioin 

expense to get It. But here, in 
this favored spot, the Almighty 

dumps It right on every acre we 

have* AU we have to do is get


