"Landsford Shll Strong

By VIRGINIA DAVIS

The 136 - year - old Landsford
bridge and canal still stand, stur-
dy as ever.

But the only practical use to-
day of the canal facilities seems
to be by fishermen or picnickers
who pitch empty beer cans into
the old canal.

The beer cans, blackened camp-
fire rocks and gathered firewood
attest the canal site is still draw-
ing a few visitors.

More than a year ago, York and
Chester County individuals discuss-
ed what to do about preservation
of the area. A recreation park was
suggested, and Duke Power Co.’s
chief * forester promised cooper-
ation for maintepance of the area,

But talks about improving the
area apparently have ended in -
just talk.

Except to sav that the archi-
tectural beauty and workmanship
of the stone blocks and masonry
are still intact, there is nothing
new about the work of Robért
Leckie, contractor, and his Scotch
workmen,

Old papers in the Rock Hill Pub-
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“A Treatise on Navigation, not in ruins. Thev are as usuable
His dream began with the head-§ today as 136 years ago, which is

waters of the Catawha to make] why they are still remarkable, ask
navigable a stream that wouid con-j well as an architectural example§

nect the up-country planters with of beauty in their rustic scene.
the low-country and the sea and| There is an atmosphere of per-
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Landsford canal was built on ajgruent to modern masonry con-

tract granted in 1754 to The ymas| struction as the canal’ s relations iR

Land. Leckie, who with his family|to the rusting old beer cans dis-
is said to be buried in Waxhaw|carded in the 10-feet dep bed.
cemetery, left an inscription in a
soapstone near the bridge with his
name, title and date (1823)
After his completed labors,
however, legend has it that one
boatload of cotton passed through
the locks and a $30-10ll was re-
ceived, belore the whole svsiem
sank into ablivion. The reason was §
being simultaneously a railway to
Columbia had been completed
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lic Library connect the Landsford |
project with a general rld. tern of |

internal improvements planned by
the states in the early part of the
19th century

The start of internal improve-
ments in South Carolina was
marked with the charter in 1786
of the Santee Canal Co., opened
in 1800. The 2-mile long channel
was used up to 1830, when rail-
road compelition drove o lite
Landsford canal, out ol business,

In 1817 the South Carolina le2is.
lature passed an act to establish
the office of civil and military
engincer

Selected for the job was Robert
| Mills, architect and engineer wWho
is credited not only with the dream
of the Landsford canal but as the
designer of many famous build-
ings, including the U. S. Treasury
and the Washington Monument.

The legislature in 1818 appropri-
ated a million dollars for internal
improvements to be spent at the
rate of 8250 000 a year over a four-

year
mlls' “Atias and Statistics,”

The stone span, about eight feet
wide, is constructed of rough, un
hewn rocks over a smooth,
straight, segmental arch with key-
stone, Cobblestones form the
bridge floor. Masonry bonding the
stonework on both bridge and ca-
nal walls is still strong and secure
Landsford briage and canal
have been compared to the ruins| ex: g » Rock Hill
of a Mayan temple, But they are ednesday, June 24, 1959
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the Chester district is portrayed to EE

show several canals along the Ca-
tawba River.

The series were begun in 1819
and completed (including Lands-
ford) in 1823, by the contractor
Robert Leckie.

The sections of the canal system
have been destroved or flooded by
hydroelectric development, except
for Landsford. It alone stands as
evidence of the great dream of
Mills to build canals and inland
waterways to connect, in time, the
who puntry. He wrote of it in
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