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Columbia fail to reveal the identity

¥ the first white settler in Lancas-

ty. The first deed to land
liﬂ.m‘ county was made in
£151 to William McIlthenny but the

et that white people were buried
in this county previous to that date is
& well known fact. It is said and
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! Adair, a historian who wrote of the
iearly days gives the following de-
scription of the spread of this di-
sease

“At first it made slow advances;
and as it was a foreign and to them
a strange disease, they were so defi-
cient in proper skill, that they alter-
nately applied a regimen of hot and

‘widely accepted that the first burial | cold things to those who were infect-
of a white man in Waxhaw ceme- ed. The old religious doctors and old
, occurred in 1728. ‘Magi who were eonnﬂtequ‘m: t;n

le that the first white |alarming a ecrisis, reported e
this county were hunters ' had been sent among them
of them braved the on account of the adulterous conduct
re incurred and built of their young married people who
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upper part of the

when the buffalo
roamed the hills and wvalleys.
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in the past year had violated the an-
clent laws of marriage. To those fla-

gitous crimes they ascribed the pres-
ent disease, as a necessary effect of
divine anger. However, it was thought
needful, on this occasion to endeav-
or to stop the progress of such a dan-
disease.”

| “Immediately they ordered the re-.
puted sinners to lie out of doors, day
and night with their breasts fre-

E

\every trader that shall live and deal

[were colorful charccfers and while
tbeymadelargepmﬁtstheyhadto'
undergo many hardships in this un-
settled country.

Names of a number or early trad-
ers who dealt with the Catawbas are
on record in Columbia archieves but
there were no Indian villages that can
be located on maps, Names of In-
dian towns are available but their
location is not known.

In the earliest years of Indian !
trading no rules and regulations |
were made by the provincial assem- |
bly for carrying on trade with the |
Indians. As this trade attracted
‘men of desperate character who had |
little sense of any responsibility it
;passed in 1707 an act which required
|all Indian traders to be licensed. The
act read as follows:

Indians in amity with this govern-
ment, do generally lead loose, vicious
lives, to the scandal of the Christian
religion, and do likewise oppress the
‘people among whom they live, by
(their unjust and illegal actions,
which, if not prevented, may in time
tend to the destruction of the pro-
vince: therefore, be it enacted, that
after the first day of October next,

skins or slaves, or any other com-
'imodity, shall first have a license un-

dian board by Mathew Toole who was '
a licensed trader with the'Catawbas:
“The Catawbas held a council yes-
terday in the king’s house, and have
resolved to go with the English
against the French. They want me
to and my people to go with them,
and we are willing to go, even with-
out pay, on one condition—that we
be allowed to keep, as our own prop-
erty, whatever plunder in the way of
Indian slaves that we may be able to
capture.” i

In 1718 a Catawba trader named
Eleazer Wiggon represented to the
state board that the Indians were
greatly dissatisfied with the Char-
leston traffic claiming that traders
from Virginia were coming to this |
state with more attractive offers for |
their pelts.

In York county is a Buffalo creek
and just over the line from Lancas-
ter in Kershaw county is a commun-
ity called Buffalo. These names
were evidently given because of the
prevalence of these animals in the
early days. .~ 1

When the first white settler enter- |
ed this county he beheld a romantic
and pleasant site. Logan describes
the section as follows:

“The face of this region of ro-
mance, interspersed with forests, and
prairies and vast brakes of cane—
the latter often stretching in unbrok-
en lines of evergreen for hundreds of
miles, from the alluvial country on
the south, to the interior sources of

]

the streams, was not surpassed in

hmw.g which - .mﬂ:‘ cool the fever. They were likewise
*mmwm't'rtth““‘d that the disease would pol-
" Tved alony the rives | lute their houses, and by that means
t‘mmmmm cause their deaths. Instead of ap-
tribe was one of the larger tribes of plying warm remedies, they at last
[hm t this early day. in every visit, poured cold water on
' lmt.hecmddthea- MIMMmthﬂrmn-
| mm m" .mm'm; . mm;! shook & selabash, with the

' the of tune and a E

‘-'"tun. Of course other tribes of | dubbles over the sick, using a great

tation.”
these two tribes were responsible for | ©8%
usiness done | ~When they found their theologi-
s e cal regimen had not the desired ef-
¢h o R exported from | féct but that the infection gained
two hundred pounds ‘“mmm.um e::;
of beaver skins, and sever Imethod to sweat their patients, and
"‘""%mmmmnm.m
nearly Emmmm. Their rivers
South Ca- | P€ing cold many of them died. Upon
was said the | this, all the Magi and conjurors
mm”mmmwm
s nou.sndthm.mnntheo?;:
_ | pretended holy things which they
mm%atatcm used as medicines, imagining they
""‘“{,", w,c"‘m"’"m_ had lost their divine power by being
S uwmrponum.mmm common
=g el m?muthmoountry. A great many
Which swept ov- 4o oroud m'g:i.:ancb.
the middle of the 4% ving glasses by which means
seeing themselves disfigured,
regaining their former -

der the hand and seal of the Com- |picturesque beauty and grandeur by
missioners hereafter to be named; other sections. As late as 1775, the
for which he shall pay the public re- woodlands, carpeted with grass, and
ceiver the full sum of eight pounds, |the wild pea-vine growing as high as

| current money. The license shall a horse’s back, and wild flowers of

|continue in force one year and no every hue, were the constant admira-
. longer, and he shall give a surety tion of the traveler and adventur-

note of one hundred pounds curren-
ey."”

Although the province had good in-
tentions and would have protected
the Indians against the sale of rum
and enslavement by the white trad-
ers these evils persisted after the en-
actment of the license law. An In-
dian Agent was appointed but he
was not able’ to enforce the law in the
mtwﬂdcrnauwerwhlehthotud-"
ers carried on their operations. - |

It was in 1711 that tho“etrcmn-
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ous pioneer.”




