
Church dates back two centuries — Neely's 
Creek Associate informed Presbyterian 
Church near Lcsslie was founded in 1790, al 

though the church tradition dates the first 
place of worship on the site as far back as

1750. The present building was erected in 
1907, with annexes being added later.

Records few, history great 

at Neely's Creak ARP Church

Evening Herald, Rock Hill Saturday, reb. 24,

Any plar*1 with a hisrorv of over
;70 years has a right to a few

Kjihosts, but if there are any at
 Neely's Creek Associate Reform- 
led Presbyterian Church near
 Rock Hill, they are as simple and
 unobtrusive as the Scotch-Irish 
IpionpcYs who founded the church
 in 1790.
I Those pioneers were as reluc- 
Itant to call attention to them- 
IseKes as are their phosts today.
 The records they left were few.
There are tombstones in th?
 :a\pyard behind the church

'   Men must date from soon after
jthe church was founded, but they
[are plain granite markers, un-
I marked by names, dates or epi-
Itaphs.
I The present church building was 
Ihuilt in 1907, and there is a pic 
ture of a small wooden building 
[which was the church before that, 
[but no one knows when it was 
I built or who built ft. 
I One of the oldest records left 1 
Idates from 1820. It is a deed or

laram given by the Catawba In-
[dians to the Neely's Creek con-
I gregation. For two cents a year.
I John Campbcll as agent for the
I congregation leased 12 acres of
land for 99 yeavs, "at the end of
term unto the Catawba Indians

' the said John Campbell for the
[congregation shall quietly leave
1 and yield up said lot or tract of
land and premises."

Land grants and other records 
that the people who must 
founded the churrh settle

in the area ar-vnd 175u. Church j community. Many of the names 
tradition says that these people are those of the officers of the 
worshipped in a brush arbor. As- church.
sociate Ref^.-med Presbyterian' The names are the most signifi- 
synodiral records show that a con-. cant record the founders left, be-
gresation was chartered at Nee 
ly's Creek in 17%. The pastor was 
Rev. William Blac1.;.stock. But as 
the pastor. Rev. W. R. Echols. 
says now, "We know these peo 
ple were church-goers in the old 
country. They must have been 
church-goers here long before 
1790."

cause their descendants have 
brought honor to the church they 
left. There is the list of pastors 
they ha.e given to other church 
es: Rev. T. W. Haves, Rev. J. 
L. Oatos, D. D Rev. C. B. Belts.

to. D., Rev. J. N. Leslie. Rev.
;C. O. Williams, D. D . Rev. W.
IT. Simpson. and Rev. 0. W. Car-

rhurrh was formed as an'im
ithael Jr.

Reformed 
Church, but during the ministry 
f-f Rev. William Dicksnn. one of 
the earlier ministries in the 
thurch, it joined the Associate 
Presbytery. In IS47 conflicts over

'the .slavery question brought the 
thurch back into the Associate

! Reformed Presbytery.
The church once had a num 

ber nf Nejr.'o members who be 
came members as slaves ami re 
mained wl'en they were freed. A 
small section of the church was 
once panelled off for these mem 
bers to attend worship.

There were not many records 
left by the pioneers. There is the 
graveyard, in which a number of 
graves dale from the eavly 1800s. 
The names on those tombstones 
are Roddey. Williams. Campbell, 
Cornwell, Wilkerson, C aid-well, 
Ferpuson. Purvey. Ratterree, 
Taylor. Ration. Morgan. Nichuls, 

iGettys and Lesshe.
Thaw names are still in the

There is also the plaque in the

Neely's Creek honors

Dr. Echols
ROCK HI!.I,   N>Hy'« Creek 

A^nnate Reformed Presby- 
:<*rian Church h<.»n«rrd their 
pa-.tnr Dr. William Roger EC- 
hois nnd Mrs. fcichols on sun- 
(t iy fur iheir 25 years of serv 
ice \\iih tht Church.

Following the morning wor 
ship they were presented a gift 
from the church, and were spp-
cial tuest* f"f a punit by
the r<mpres t iMijn. foi;ner church 
member^ und frif-nd^.

Dr. Kchol;. accepted d call 10
Neely's Creek in and has

and a* » member of the Board 
of trskme College.

During World War II h*» edit 
ed a ^mall p:iper. "The* fjold- 
en Corrt." whn-h was published 
each month for the m^n and 
women of Neely's Creek who 
were in servire H* was
ed by a statf of church mem-i 
her--.

sanctuary which reads. "In 
Memoriam Lewis M. Williams. 
ISIS-1943. N?ill S. Walker. 1921- 
Ki43. James A. Broody. 1910-1945. 
'lh*>y died for their country. 1 " 

The church, one of the eight 
largest Associate Reformed Pres 
byterian chuvches in York Coun 
ty, still reflects the simple values I * kin* 
beloved by the pioneers who built I stu dy 
ir. There have been several addi- <-'ai«lina, and at New College

served continuously since that' His wife, the former Emma,_ 
time uhh the exception of a'Reid of Charlotte. N. C.; teach- 
ye;it -.pent m study in Scotland es a Sunday School at
jnd truvel in Pales' in**.

. _ . , , 
lie was born in Paint LICK.

Ky, the son of the UTP Rev. 
L. I. KchoU D. D and Mar- 
saret T<jdd hchoK He ,s Rr.d- 
uate of Kr^kine Coll*-cc and Er-

f of

,Oeek. She 
I reels the C

mwmzed and di- 
and Youth

tions since 190". but they have 
fit into the simple ways of the 
church.

The influence of the church here 
has spread far. but at home the 
sons and daughters of the origi 
nal settlers still come to the quiet 
church on the knoll overlooking

eK's Creek for the inspiration 
and quiet guidance found in the
same spot by their fathers.

Inuersity of Edinburg. Kdm- l^uried » *™-m

Neely's Creek has a member 
ship of 515 and during Dr 
Echol's pastorate the church 
has raised $41,500 in a building 
fund toward a new sanctuary. 

In 1952-33, the church con 
educational 

hut.

N

engraved
ssshe. Clerk of 

jdent of the

Scotland. HP received >'ldmR and also a ^,>ut hu 
tor ot divinit d'eree lhe  nce was built m I9j*-jhis doctor ot divinity d'teree

17

frum Li>>kine Theological Sem- Dr. E c h o 1 s represpmrd =

mjry. 

In addition to jervin;;

jNeely's Creek on the commit- 
 tre whuh nrganired Eden T^r 

at |race and Rogers Memorial ARP
Neely's Creek. Dr. E c h o 1 s. jChurches in Rock Hill. £ 
preached d( Tirzah ARP Church ! Neely'i Creek observed it* 
while they were without <i minis- 170th anniversary. Sept. 11. I960 2 
tor. His firM charge was F.bem- i^vmg"iusT"cpiehra'i'd m l-iOth) t 
/er ARP Chur, h at Charlotte. ann|V ersary prior in Dr. Kchols) £ 

where he served II years

Dr. Echols na« served on var 

on the Home Mission

Wans already under- 
the church's observ- 
its 175th anniversary


