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Creek Associate

8 Any place with a history of over

#1170 years has a right to a few

B chosts, but if there are any at

& Neely's Creek Associate Reform

ed Presbyterian Church near

B Rock Hill, they are as simple and

b unobtrusive as the

Scotch-Irish

L in 1790,

“tant to call attention to

Those pioneers were as reluc-
them-

I seives as are their ghosts today. !

. The records they left were few.

X

" There are tombstones in the,

v

'

]

. eraveyard behind

the church
which must date from soon after|
the church was founded, but they!
fare plain granite markers, un-|

b mavked by names, dates or epi-

.

A
»

 taphs. :

The present church building was |
built in 1907, and there is a pic-
ture of a small wooden building
i which was the church before that,
‘but no one knows when it was
built or who built it.

One of the oldest records left
dates from 1820. It is a deed or|

i
g

arant given by the Catawba In-
dians to the Neely's Creek con-
gregation, For two cents a year,
John Campbell as agent for the
congregation leased 12 acres of
land for 99 years, “‘at the end of
term unto the Catawba Indians
the said John Campbell for the
congregation shall quietly leave
and yield up said lot or tract of
land and premises.”

Land grants and other records
show that the people who must

Church dates back two centuries — Neely's
iz>formed
Church near Lesslie was founded in 1790, al-

Records few, history great

at Neely's Cresk ARP Church

Church | community. Many of the nal'nes"‘
tradition says that these people|are those of the officers of the ., .

have founded the church settled

-y

oo ™

Preshyterian

{Evening Herald, Rock Hill

in the area around 1750
worshipped in a brush arbor. As-!church.
sociate Reformed Preshyterian
gregation was chartered at Nee-|cause

their descendants

the pastor, Rev. W. R. Echols, |[they have given to other church-
says now, ‘‘We know these peo-|ps:

country. They must have beenip D, Rev. J. N. Leslie, Rev./
church-goers here long before . 0. williams, D. D, Rev. w‘
1790." { T. Simpson, and Rev. O. W. Car-§
The church was formed as a""mfl('l?::; ;]srélso the plaque in the|
Associate Reformed Presbytedqian| .o ary  which  reads,
(fhurc.hl. DUt Guring ‘b‘f mm'“r"'iMPmoriam Lewis M. Williams, |
of Rev. William Dickson, one of|1gi8 1643 ~Neill 5. Walker, 1921 §
the earlier ministries in ”miiﬂ-ﬂ. James A. Broody. 1910-1545. §
church, it joined the Associatélopyay gied for their country.’ " |
Presbytery. In 1547 conflicts over The church, one of the 'eighti'l

the slavery question brought thely, o, agsociate Reformed Pres- |
church back into the Associate

Reformed Presbytery.

The church once had a num-
ber of Negro members who be-
came members as slaves and re.
mained when they were freed. A
small section of the church was
once panelled off for these mem-
bers to attend worship.

There were not many records
left by the pioneers. There is the
graveyard, in which a number of
graves date from the early 1800s.
The names on those tombstones
are Roddey, Williams, Campbell,
Cornwell, Wilkerson, Caldwell,
Ferguson, Pursley, Ratterree, 88
Tavlor, Patton, Morgan, Nichols, &5
Gettys and Lesslie.

Those names are still

byterian chweches in York Coun- |
ty, still reflects the simple values !
beloved by the pioneers who built §
it. There have heen several addi- |
tions since 1907, but they have .
fit into the simple ways of the |
church. E
The influence of the church here |
has spread far, but at home the §
sons and daughters of the origi-§
nal settlers still come to the quiet
church on the knoll overlooking |
Neely's Creek for the inspiration §
and quiet guidance found in the
same spot by their fathers.

in the

5; L.

though the church tradition dates the first
place of worship on the site as far back as

”

The names are the most signifi- 8
synodical records show that a con- | cant record the founders left, be-b i
have}
ly's Creek in 1790. The pastor was | brought honor to the church they
& pioneevs who founded the church!Rev. William Blackstock. But as|left. There is the list of pastors

Rev. T. W. Hayes, Rev. J.®h
{ple were church-goers in the old | L. Oates, D. D., Rev. C. B. Betts, i men

i
{ served continuously since that |

u]n .-l: y

| yate of Erskine College and Er-|

fter. His first charge was Ebene-

®N. C, where he served 11 years.

e

1750. The present building was erected in
1907, with annexes being added later,
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Neely's
ROCK HILL — Nesly's Creek
their

Roger Ec-
! sun

e Reformed

n  Church honored
D W

! I | ! on
(o |{¥] he 25 vears l_l!’ SOy |f '5'}.0 I; -Al'd

ind as A membe
of Erskine College.
e Durinz World War I he edit-

ented a gift

. B s “led a small paper, “The Gold
;rom the Church, ana were Spe en Cord,” which was published
Cial guests 1 il B ’ each month for the men and
ne congregation, tolner CAUTCHY Comen of Neely's Creek who
-"—1”;-1 ind end were in service r He was assist-

Dr. Echols accepted a call 10]aq by a staff of church mem-
in 1939 and has | bers.

His wife, the former Emma
a Reid of Charlotte, N, C.; teach-

Neely's Creek

time with nf

the

exception

ear spent in study in Scotland les a Sunday School at Neely's
and travel in Palestine |Creek. She organized and di-
. irects the Children and Youth
He was born in Paint Lick, choirs

ly.. the h\-m Il))f t!he la'g ‘I\t‘f-v. Neely's Creek has a member-
L. I. Echols ). and Mar- | = ; a
; ] d during Dr.|

paret Todd Echols. He is grad- ship of 915 an 8

Echol's pastorate the church]

thas raised $41,500 in a hundin;.

skine Seminary with further |

study at the University of North tfund !owar:i a new sianctgar)'.
Carolina, and at New College | In  1952-53, the (.hurgh_con-
University of Edinburg. Edin-|structed a $50,000 educational|

burg. Scotland. He rmt'l\.'f'd-h_ml‘dmg and also a “"m[..hl_“ !

nis doctor of divinity degree i'll};' mulsjcre -1'.-»:;:;urltrprgr.:'.}:;-'.:‘nd
, . e 2 r. Y i 2S f

= ‘”.1, R Sagices Swe ;Neely's Creek on the commit-|

e itee which organized Eden Ter-]

In addition to serving at race and Rogers Memorial ARP;

Neely's Creek, Dr. Echols, |Churches in Rock Hill. |

preached at Tirzah ARP Church | Neely's Creek observed its!
while thev were without a minis-  170th anniversary, Sept. 11, 1960 |

t@ving just celebrated its 150th
anniversary prior to Dr. Echols
arriving. Mans already under-
way for the church's observ-
ance of its 175th anniversary
next year.

ARP Church at Charlotte,

zer

Dr. Echols has served on var-
ious boards and committees of
the General Synod. He served
on the Home Mission Board

f
\
|
1
i
|
1]
1
I

G
N R
4

-

b
)

Creek honors

Dr. Echols
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Pastor Honored — Dr, and Mrs. W. R. -rhu

hone red b poly n) v 2 “'.e-re
\ «_.' - 2y Neely's ( eek ARP Church, Sunday, for
T S e S : e with the Church, Shown present-
. 2 the AR WIHL @ pair ol silver candelabra and an
§ *® engraved watch to Dr Ecl - le
jona atc - 0ls are: left to ri zht 3
=~ & Lesslie, Clerk of the Session; Mrs. G. E (jrrfthh‘ . 5
;- do;tfof the Women's Society, Dr h-holls Mrls 'E?*rl-'leosll.
and Fred W ai ‘the board of deacons,
é d White, chairman of the board of deacons,
@
v
-
L)
=
e
e

s

Evening Herald, Rogk Hill



