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"“No greater calamity can befall (§
a le than to break utterly
ts past; and if we forget
pur ancestors we ourselves are
unworthy to be remembered.”

E SECESSION CONVENTION

Brief Sketch Prepared for The
State in 1901 by Jos. Daniel Pope,
at That Time One of Nine
Survivors

The following sketch of the
secession convention of South
Carolina was prepared for The
State by Col, Jos. Daniel Pope,
who took a prominent part in
those proceedings, the article hav-
ing been published in The State of
May 9, 1901: :

“You ask me to tell you of the
. on convention,” said Col.

oseph Daniel Pope. “It would be

h some diffidence that I should

speak of that body, for I was one

of its members, though one of the
youngest and most conspicious,

“That is a tremendous subject,
land I do not know where to touch
upon it. For you see the adop-
ion of the ordinance of secession

as merely an incident. The con-
sntion was in session at intervals
ecovering a period -of three years
nd had grave questions of State
nd vast issues before it. [ would
hardly know where to begin in giv-
ing my impression of that conven-
tion,
“ “Well, there is one rather im-
portant incident which I recall. A
resolution had been introduced
authorizing the election of a com-
mission to communicate with oth-
er States and to urge them to join
'in the formation of a new union of
[ States or a confederation.
There was a great debate over the
question of how or in what man-
| ner to proceed to form this govern-
ment. The convention adopted a
‘resolution, which T introjuced,
that the number of commissioners
| be equivalent to the number of
ongressmen from this State and
that these commissioners togethe
'with those from other States com-
pose the provisional congress of
 the Southern States, elect a presi-
dent and vice president of the new
ederation and frame a constitu-

'- “] recall another mecident which
be of historical value. 1 was

sgislature and

,._.,_4,. O m

was chairman of the house com-
mittee on (federal) relations.
There was no such committee in

the convention, as there was no’

federal government just after the
State divorced itself from the Un-
ion. But this committee which
had to do with matters pertaining
to the United States government
was styled the committee on (for-
eign) relations, I was a member
of thiz committee,. Wm, Porcher
Miles, afterwards president of the
South Cgrolina college, was chair-
men, e died just a year ago.
“Within two days after the con-
vention assembled, Mr. Miles pro-
posed a resolution that the gov-
ernor issue letters of marque and

reprisal. This was referred to the
committee on foreign relations.
This was a very grave question
and 1 opposed it on the ground
that the letters should be issued
by the government of the Sout-
hern States, not by the State.
The committee divided, 5 to 4,
and the majority favored Mr.
Miles' proposition. The granting
of letters of “marque and repri-
sal” would have meant that the
owners of vessels be commissioned !
to go out upon the seas and cap-
ture merchantment belonging to
citizens of the United States,

“We had a great fight over the
question when it was reported to
the convention, I submitted a;
minority report. The convention
finally reiected the majority re-
port.

Now, in retrospect, I can see
that Mr, Miles was right and his
course for-seeing was inevits ile.
The South had no navy. Had et-
ters of marque been issued, the
seas could have been scoured and
wandering ships captured and
brought into Charleston harbor.:
Then they could have been towed
up the Cooper river, belted an?
plated with chains and metal and
changed from harmless sailing ves-
sels to men-of-war. I am quite
sure that no less than 25 vessels
could have been fitted out this
way. In fact this was done later,
but not until after the blockade

n the Star of the West was

fired on as she was attempting to
take supplies to the United States
soldiers in Fort Sumter. The ad-

dition of 24 war vessels to our

féehle ravy might have changed

the fortunes of war,

Was the ordinance of secession
passed in compliance with the
wishes of the people? Yes indeed.
There was very little opposition. |
The desire to secede had been
growing ever since 1852 when it
had been strongly proposed.
There were strong men who op-
posed secession, but had they been
delegates they would, no doubt,
have signed the ordinance in re-
sponse to the wishes of the peo-

ple. The leading opponents of j§

secession were: Judge Geo, Bryan
of Charleston, Gov, B, F. Perry of
Greenville, and Mr. James L.

etigru, a very distinguished law-
yer,

“Now as to the ordinance itself.
A committee with Ju ge John A.
Inglis as chairman wus appointed
to draw up a suitable instrument.
By virtue of Chancellor Inglis

granc

upon which to think and speak. In. y

intelligence and in strength

convention has no superior body IS
in the history of the country. All§
of the judges, the members of B
congress, ex-governors, learned 5§
divines and great legal lights went §

to make up its membership, It

was in fact one of the grandest :

political bodies ever assembled in
any nstion"

rank on the committee it has been [

supposed that he wrote the ordin-
ance, However, it has been shown
on good authority-and Chancellor

Inglis himself gave due credit-|{&

that Chancellor Francis Hugh}

Wardlaw wrote the ordinance.
““The convention was sitting in’

Charleston at the time, and the

ordinance was adopted and signed
about 9 p'clock at night. The
news that this had been done was
received with glad acclaim by the

populace amid the ringing of bells |§

and the shouting of women and
children marching in a joyous
frame of mind along with the men,

“There is little information to |

be gathered from the printed re-!
cords, for there was the utmost
caution and secrecy about the
workings of the convention. It
would not huive done to let the
Northern people know premature-
ly what was being planned. The
convention met two or three times
a year for three years., The du-
ties of the convention was mani-
fold. It managed the government
of the State. There was indeed
« legislature, but its work was to
ook after domestic affairs. The
convention was never dissolved,
1t was called to meet after the

evacuation of Charleston, but did

not do so, for Gov, McGrath was

&t that time made a prisoner of

and the State was demoraliz-
ed.

. “In the little State of South g

Carolina two great bodies were in
session ag-4the same time, for the
legislature, too, consisted of
strong men, In the convention
were some of the finest debates of

which one can conceive—they had

o

gV



