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Bishop to consecrate annex
at Mount Holly Methodist

Bv GEORGE EVANS
Herald Area News Editor

A new $66,000 Church School an-
nex will be consecreated
row at the Mount Holly
ist Church.

Bishop Paul Hardin Jr., resi-
dent Bishop of the South Caro-
lina Conference, will preach at|
the morning service and declare
the building open for use. Also
participating in the service will
be Dr. E. E. Glenn, Rock Hill|
District Superintendent, and thef
pastor, the Rev, Jackson W Car-|
roll.

A former pastor, the Rev.
’(harlcs Crenshaw, will preach at
| tomorrow evening's worshin hour.

Following the mornina worship,
weather permitting. the congrega-
ton will gather outside the front

tomors-

Method-

of the sanctuary, where they
will re-lay the cornerstone, and
place additional historical data

into the hox which fits under the
cornerstone,

The =canctuary and the old
Church School rooms in the base-
ment of the sanctuary have been
- completely redecorated for the

services

The annex

. which contains 6,500

square !net of floor space, has
eight new classrooms, a church
office, the pastor's study. and rest
rooms.

The two-story annex is joined to
the sanctuary with a tower, topped
by a new steeple.

. Young Construction Co. of Rock
| Hill was the contractor. Gilchrist
and Cook were the architects.

The new Church School rooms
are large and light and the rooms
for smaller children have sepa-
rate exits nutdoors,

The building is heated, like the
sanctuary, with forced air heat on
tuel oil. The pastor’'s study and
church office have separate elec-
tric wall heaters.

The Women's Society of Chris-
tian Service has raised funds for
furnishing the annex. The Meth-
odist Men of the Church raised
' funds and labor for cabinets for
the annex. '

The building is brick with con-!
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crete bhlock interior walls

I'here are presently six Church
School rooms in the basement of
the sanctuary. The fellowshin hall,

building, has also been
Church School classes.
Membership in the Mount Hol-

ly Methodist Church is 372, with

& separate
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Church’s name

came from tree
The Mount Holly Methadist

Church, and the community
around it. derived the name;
“Mount Holly" from an old

holly tree that stood for many

years in the church vard.
The church was formerly

called the Shiloh Church,

The late Isaac P. Bovd, a
long-time member of the
church, wrote concerning the
tree:

“The old tree is gone now —
nothing left but memories and
sentiment.

“In the old davs it held
manyv a horse while its rider
went into the church and lis-
tened to a sermon. Many lov-
ers pledged their lives to each
other under the bourhs of that
old tree . .

“It quietly stood while many
a funeral processicn passed
O . s
“Farmers and neighbors
gathered in the shade of that

old tree to discuss their joys
and their sorrows

“Tt was once the most beay-
tiful tree in the vard, but was
never vain or boastful [t was
ever faithful te every trust
committed to its care. [t nev-

er turned a horse loose or re-
vealed a love secret or re-
peated one harsh word one
neichhor said about another,
“It stood many a storm that
took many of its neighbor
trees. But finally, on a quiet
autumn afternoon, with only a
gentle hreecze fanning its fad-
rd leaves it went down"™
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125 members in

Church School.
Average attendance is 160-175, In
weeks, however, attend-
has averaged 210 in Church
School and 190 in church, for the
current attendance crusade in 2!!
| Methodist Churches,
{  The sanctuary will seat,
| out adding extra seats,

recent

JNce

with-
The
| record attendance was last Easter
"t'ften 310 attended church servic-
oS,

215,

! the

eting is not

Although the exact date «
onal m
the history of the Mount
Methodist Church spans
116 years.
28, 1844, when John|
Tyler President of the Lm!(_’li'
| States, S. G. Westbrook signed a|
deed granting a tract of land for|
the purpose of building a church|
soon to be organized.
The church was to become Shiloh |

Methodist Episcopal Church, fore-|

runner of the present Mount Holly'

Methodist Church. First trustees
of the property were Allen Robert-|
| son, Christopher Strait and Harvey
| W. Drennan.

The original building was a log
| construction, and stood near where
the present church parsonage is lo-;

cated. For many years, the build-|
ling was used as both church and,
{ school. Stones used as foundation

for the first church now stand as

a monument to the original church

front of the present church
building

first congregat

g'.;nuwn.

| Holly
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In 1858, Shiloh Church was a part

lof the Rock Hill Cirewit in the!
| Lincolnton (N. C.) district of the;
South Carolina Conference. The|

earliest known pastor of the circuit
|was the Rev. Landy Wood, ap-
nointetd in 1858,

On the last day of 1869, James |
M. Henkel deeded to the church|

trustees (then J. .C. Poag, Unlllam
Barber and John J. Daniel) a piece
of land for a new church building.
Henkel was a school teacher and
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Tower with st{-eple joins Church School annex to sanctuary at Mount Holly

" Church at Mount Holly traces growfh from 1844

was the first person buried in the
church cemetery.

The church building was not con-|
: however, |
trying |
i period of Reconstruction in the |

structed at that time,
probably because of the

South. Another deed, dated July |
10, 1884, granted an acre of land to
the church from J. N. McElwee. [t
was during 1884 that the new build-
ing was constructed.

It was a frame structure, about

.20 by 40 feet and seating approxi-

mately 200 people. The Rev. J. B.
Traywick was pastor.

When the
the
Mt. Holly Methodist.

This building served until 1925,
when the present sanctuary was
consrructed at a cost of approxi-
17,000 C. D. Reid w
the

tee, In a letter placed in the corner-

malciy

hai"ﬂ-’”! of

stone, the Rev. T. L. Bryson, pas- |

tor at that time, referred to the
new building as ‘“‘the most com-
plete rural church in this section of
the state.”

According to a historical account
of that vear, the new building had

been badly needed for some ten
years, but for various reasons —
crop fallure and post war deflation |

— the project was postponed until
June 4, 1925,

The years following construction
of the new building were not easy.
It was the period of the Great
Depression. During that time the
congregation had a difficult time
| keeping its “financial head” above
the water.

It was not until 1945 that the
debt on the building was paid and
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he church was dedicated.

The church grew during the
early 1950°s to an extent that the |
congregation requested to be made |
a station church. The Rev. Charles
Crenshaw was pastor. On June 15,
| 1953, '\]~n|nt Holly was officialls
! tnade station church, withdraw-

} Ing irum the Rock Hill circuit.

-TOOmM parsonage was con-
at a of 110,000 on
land across the highway from the
church, near where the old Shiloh
Church had stood.
| the building committee was C. D.
Reid, son of the late C. D. Reid,
who was chairman of the 1925
building committee,
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A concrete block Fellowship Hall |

heilding was completed in May,
{1934, at a cost of approximately
{ $3,000. Bath the parsonage and the
recreation building were dedicated
at a special service on Sept. 29,
| 1957,

The church school grew until
every bit of available space was
heing used and still classes were
nvercrowded.

A building fund for a church
school building was started in
September, 1957, and a building

| year with W. C. Reid as chairman.
| Construction was started in July of
last year.

Two sons of the church have
entered the ministry. They are
T. F. Reid, now minister of the

Lake City Methodist Church, and
Charles D. Barrett, presently work.
ing towards the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy at the Drew Uni-
| versity School of Religion.
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J2 pastors junior

past Mount
| Holly Church and the circuit to
| which it belonged.

The present pastor is the Rev,
Jackson W, Carroll, who assumed
duties at the church in 1957. He
suceeded the Rev, Charles Cren-
shaw, who was pastor from 1952
through 1957,

Only these two were full-time
ministers of the church.

Other ministers who have served
the circuit include the Rev. John
C. Kilgo (1886-1888) who was later
president of Trinity College, the
present Duke University, and a
Bishop of the Methodist Church.,

The Rev. Raymond L. Holroyd
was pastor from 1917-1920. Succes-
sive pastors since that time have
been the Rev. W. P. Meadows, the
Rev. L. W. Johnson, the Rev. T. L.
Bryson, the Rev. J. A, Barrett, the
| Rev. S. H. Booth, the Rev. John T
| Frazier, the Rev, A, E. Smith,
the Rev. Lloyd D. Bolt (now pastor
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L of the St. John's Methodist Church

in Rock Hill) the Rev, G. H.
Pearce, the Rev. J. B. Connelly,
the Rev. John T. Frazier, the Rev
M. H. Lever, the Rev. Henry )
Bennett, Mr. Crenshaw and Mr
Carroll.
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