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Chief Income Sources To 
Whitmire's Early Settlers

By BEV BALLARD

Cotton cropping, trading with Indians and transporting 
to market were chief sources of income to early settlers of 
Whitmire.

Pattnetto Pathway" and not~only 
enjoy the rolling countryside a- 
long highway 178 leading north

When George Frederick Whit 
mire, a German immigrant, ar 
rived in the Carolinas from Penn 
sylvania , he perhaps had little 
Idea that he was starting what 
has now, more than 200 years 
later, become a thriving area In 
the lower Piedmont In South Car 
olina.

Our Palmetto Pathway crosses 
a section that was noted in the

and south to the area, but also 
visit such historical places as 
Herndon Home, two miles south 
west of Whitemire, and the old 
Whltemire home standing south 
of the town limits and occupied 
by the sixth generation of de- 
cendents from the town's found-

early seventeen hundreds aa a jj er.
promising frontier. Whitmire« Names prominent in ita early 
built his log cabin home and «  history and still prevalent among 
later added a trading post at a ^ its residents Include the Whit- 

mires, Duncans. O'Dells and 
Ducketts.

For directions to Whitmire and 
a map of South Carolina's high-
ways, contact your local service I] 
station.

crossroads, where old Buncombe 
crossed the Ninety Six road from 
Fish Dam Perry on Broad River 
to old Starr Fort.

Whitmire was joined later, fol 
lowing Braddock's defeat in 1556. 
by a number of other immigrants
from Pennsylvania, who came . 
South to seek homes and farms.lThe Chester Reporter 
These, however, were not theju^^c^v November 28, 19623 
first settlers in
the state, according to Robert 
Mills. A. Mr. John Duncan, na- , 
tive of Aberdeen, Scotland, Is i 
said by Mills to have been the j 
Whitmire area's first settler.

In the early days of Whitmire, 
prior to Its becoming an Incorp 
orated town, the residents were 
scattered over several miles and 
thrived primarily on the produc 
tion of cotton. Some of the old 
timers even today recall how cot 
ton was hauled by wagon train . 
 long what ia now highway 19: 
some 90 miles south to Augusta. 
Other loads of cotton were trans 
ported to market on barges along 
Broad River down to Charleston.

Today though, the picture Is 
different; Instead of the produc 
tion of cotton being paramount 
In shaping the economy of Whlt- 
rnire, the chief source of income 
to its residents Is from working 
In the old Coleman cotton mill.

The Georgia-Carolina and 
Northern Railroad, now Seaboard 
Airline, was brought to Whitmire 
in 1890. It was with this con 
struction and the influx of more 
people and bigger business that 
the town of Whitmire came Into 
being. Dr. Russell Jeter waa one 
of the first town officers.

About ten years after the rail 
road construction was completed, 
the late William Coleman built 
& cotton mill. In the ensuring 
years this mill has grown con 
siderably, and today is the prin 
ciple industry in the town.

We would suggp.it yon tak* this

<By .Anno K. Hot ton I^win) j|
Few who see the big white 

house, built In the stately propor 
tions of more than a hundred 
years ago, whlcn stands wider the 
shade of a venerable oak tree on 
the edge of the town of Whitmire, 
S. C., know that this house was 
built by the great grandfather of 
Uie late and dearly beloved bene- 

Mrs. Plww-be Apper son 
tke mother of William 

Randojyh Hearst.
The house in which her mother 

DrnciiUa Whitnjire, was born, 
atood on a beautiful knoll some 
distance from the pwbllc hjKhway. 
Only the stone step and a few rock 
and brick from tlie fhijrvnevs 
mark the spot where once stood 

4 the qualn-t old-fashioned home, 
r}i"built awordlng to the popular 
]i style of ttiat early period wMfc a 

rbltuney at each «nd with windows 
of uwtiy small puies on both Bides 
of the firepJac*.

At the foot o{ <ne JilJl, a lull 
hundred yards from the- fcoane 
alt*. Is the spring from wjblrti this 
family drtujc ,aja.d i« which little1 
Drucilla's mother kept her but 
ter crodi.

On another hillside, overlookiqg: 
tiie town in the abandoned grave 
yard of ojd 1*0wer Punjcaa's 
Bapttai 4-luircfe Hounded in 
now overgrown with a tangled 
mass of brambles dogwood and 
sufiBfras, are to be found the 
graves of Mrs. Hcarats' great- 
grandparents, the Hills and the 
WibUnires, The hand-hewn in- 
8crlpltiona on slabs of native gran 
ite have been almost effaced by 
the winds and rains of many wiji-

Six Roads, In the fork of Enoree 
niver and Duncan*s Crejek, they 
built their first home, the typical 
log house of the early pioneer. 
Th« toge of which this house was 
bulk are stHl to be seen, for with 
German thrift, they were used to 
build a corn crib which still stands 
In the barnyard of the later and 
more pretentious1 home.

The "High Farmer" of Germany 
was a successful planter on Amer 
ican soil. Frederick and Phoebe;] 
prospered, and as was the fash 
ion in those early days they had 
a large family. Their flrst-horn 
twin-sons, William and Henry 
were horn on July 21, 177<», just as 
the echoes of the Liberty Bell 
were reaching this pioneer home. 
Six other children, Thomas, Moses 
Christopher. Phoebe John and 
Charity were born and a new, 
larger and more comfortable home 
was built. Situated as H was at 
the cross roads, It was known far 

wide as WhUmires Tavern, 
tradition ^ay« tfaat no travel 

er was ever turned away who 
aratt tlu?r« tor either food or

'was sorely afflict oil 
by opposite political factions, from 
which sprang the bitterest strife. 
Neighbor wan arrayed at*ainst 
neighbor, until sentiment of hu 
manity."

And gruesome accounts of Tory 
outrages followed by Whif? ven 
geance tell of the execution of sev 
eral Tories" on the pallows at the 
cross roads near the residence of 
Mrs. Henry Whitmire, and thus 
received in part a just penalty 
for this and other crimes commit 
ted."

On another occasion, eleven or 
twelve Tories who had attempted 
the life of .a neighbor, Captain 
Boyce were run down and captur 
ed «n the banks of Enoree
near the mouth of Duuncan's
creek.

"These were conveyed" the An 
nals relate, "to the place where 
the Charleston Road crosses the

It was In l-siu that Henry Whit 
mire Col. Moses Whitmire, who 
had fought in the War of 1812, and 
Thomas Whitmire with their fam 
Hies there were 24 children in 
the party &et out in covered was 
ons on the long perilous journey 
to the new and Cabled lands of the 
West.

They established their home in 
Franklin County, Missouri, and 
there little Drucilla. daughter of 
Henry who was only four when 
the loujfi journey across the coun 
try was made grew into woman 
hood and on January 2K, 1S4*), 
married Randolph Walker Ap- 
peraon, a native of Virginia.

Two years later, when their first 
daughter was born she was nam«'tl 
Phoebe for her Great grand mo 
ther who had died only a few 
years before in South Carolina at 
the venerable age of SI years.

In these early days, when a fam 
Ily went West they usually stayed

Ninety-Six Road, now Whitmlrc'sfU n West, and family ties were all

ters since iSfcs, and can hardly be*], 
deciphered. But the very rugged-^ 
lie MB ol the rock is reminiscent of 
the characters of those whose 
Kraves tbey mark.

George Frederick Wbitmfre, 
great-grandfather of Mrs. rhoebe 
Hearst, was born tearing the fam 
ily name of Von Wlrjtteomeyert 
raeuring "HI*h Farmer" accord 
ing to family tradition in Stutt 
gart, Germany. In 175-S, at the 
age of is be landed in Philadel 
phia, 'where he remained to mar 
ry a good wife, Phoebe Hagnod, 

! who came with him to Newherry 
'District, South Carolina prior to 
jtbe Revolution. Following^. Brad- 
1 dock's defeat In 'fiij many Penn- 
  sylvanla settlers moved to Pled* 
njont, Carolina seeking homes 
and fields safe from the French 
and Indian menace of the Penn 
sylvania frontiers,

fluylng lands at the intersection 
.of the (, Mlnety-

Across the road is still to be 
seen the old store house, the long 
ago trading post for a wide area, 

i the post office from the days 
of the stage coach until the build 
Ing of the "Iron Road". IN JKD2 
the postofflce was moved to a 
more central position in the "new 
and flourishing town of Whit- 
mires", which "according to the 
Annals of Newberry (Published 
In 1K02) "takes its name from the 
old respectable family of Whit- 
mires, which wan amongst the 
earliest settlers of that part of 
the country; that is to say. 12;" to 
1.10 years ago."

If these old buildings aud the 
stately oak the Tory Oak it is 
railed could tell their story of 
the scene and events they've wit 
nessed ,it would be very interest 
ing indeed. Facing the old Ninety 
Six or Fiehdam Ferry Road, they 
-.rKnessed the passing of Gener 
al Oreene'a soldiers, hurrying to 
the defense of the old star fort 
near Ninety-Six.

ftown the old Buncombe Road 
tome the mountaineer traders. 
driving to Charleston returning

and there a 'short shift', a strong 
rope, and a stooping hickory ap 
plied speedy justice to them all. 
A common grave at the root of 
the tree is their resting place for 
all time.'

How much of these stirring « 
ents was actually witnessed by 
the little twins of the Whitmire's 
of course is not known. But it 
cannot be doubted that the father 
Frederick, had an active part in

too often severed by great distance 
and the hardship of -travel aud 
the uncertainty of the mails. Con 
cerning the early emigrants from 
Newberry County to David Jones, 
lof Weat MUtou, O., in August

wrote:
"Those heroic adventurers left 

the balmy South, the land of the 
Chestnut, the cedar nad the pine 
crossed the Alieshenk-n and enter 
ed the 'dark nephitk, tangled

what was taking place so near his ;J W0gda' of 
home, for records In the Histori 
cal Commission in Columbia, S. C. 
establish the fact that he fought

fer-off Northwes 
whoa* siant oak .towering hick 
ory, majestic walnut, spreading 
beech and lofty poplar frowned

tor htg adopted country during I down upon them and seemed to 
Revolution. He served in Bran-;| fcr |, itl them. But with heads to

p!in and hands to execute, the| 
**«is 'liHiippeurcd. (he wild I

hfiisis flril. waving fit-lil^ of grain 
arose, dwelling houses, churches, 
villages and towns were buiW. *Jt

with their salt hogsheads of to 
bacco en route to Charleston, re 
turning with their salt and au?- 
ar and tinware and stopping to 
tell their stories.

According to the Annals of New 
berry, the only published history 
of the early 4aya of the county,

's Regiment of the Militia of 
SoiRh Carolina and no doubt al 
took part in the guerilla warfaro 
of the section between the Tory 
and Whls factions.

Between the years of JROO ami
exodusl;O'-v lh(l courage, industry, skill and 

ikbor of the brave people of the 
S«uth. ShouId the question be 
 ...,_-., what country or district 
in 'tiie United States has furnished 
the most men. women and child* 
r«ni to people the great Northwest, 
the answer must come from all 
the knowing ones that to Newber 
ry District, South Carolina, be 
longs this great honor."

The compiler of the Annals, 
Hon. John A. Chapman, a few 
year!) later speaks wiih r£Xret«pf 
the fact that go little was Known 
of these who went ou-t £rom, New- 
berry county, "the garden spot 
of the garden spot of the world" 
but whatever they were, he knew 
they would be found "acting mov 
ing and at work useful and ele 
vating work."

He might have been speaking 
specifically of Mrs. Phoebe Ap- 
peraon Hearst, who at that very

there was a general 
of the families of Nowberry Coun 
ty to Ohio and subsequently many 
fagfUles removed from this w- 
tlon" to Missouri. And so it was 
that, while William and Henry 
Whitmire. the twins, married sis 
ters, Sarah and Ruth Hill, their 
children, double-first cousins they 
were, were destined to see and 
know little of each other. The pio 
neer urge the wander lust of 
that early period led three of 
the sons of Frederick and Phobo 
Whitmire to move with their fam 
illes to newer frontiers.

Ft Ig a noteworthy fact, however 
that the lands of Frederick and 
Phoebe Whttmire are still owned 
and the historic Whltmlres Ta 
vern is still occupied by direct 
descendants of William and Sarah 
Whitmire. It is now the residence 
of Mr. and Mra. Z. H. Suber, Mrs. 
Suber having Inherited the prop 
erty through her mother, Mrs.



___ ___

and "Towns -
(tint: was living in Washington, 
1>, C., where as the wife of Sena- 
iov lleorge Hearst, of California, 
slu1 was noted for her gracious hos 
pitality, for her beauty and charm 
m' manner and for her many phil- 
an tropics.

The daughter and grand daugh 
ter of Missouri pioneers the great 
-rand daughter of South Carolina 
pioneers, the wife of a California 
pioneer statesman, she herself 
was typically American in senti 
ment and feeling and she herself 
was a pioneer of causes.

Having for years maitained 
free kindergartens in a number of 
mining towns of the West, whi)<* i 
in Washington she established « 
training school for kindergarten 
teachers. The cathedral school for 
Kirls is another memorial to her 
interest in education and youth.

Living in that age of rugged iu-ii 
ilividualism, her motto WAS ever

Help the individual to help him 
self". It would be impossible to 
recount all the charities or to 
mention half the activities of this 
little woman, for all her energy 
and accomplishments, looked like 
n piece of "Dresden china or a 
daftly molded miniature figure in

*

bisque.'
Aside from her generous gifts 

to the University of California, 
perhaps the most far reaching or 
her wholehearted and enthusias 
tic support of Mrs. Alice Birney 
in organising the first Congress of 
Mothers which called together the 
loaders in education and phllaii- 
iropy in the year 1S(»7 and «ut or 
which has developed the great 
National Congress of Parents and 

; Teachers.
It is not surprising that the son 

of this remarkable woman and-j 
the heir to four successive gener- I 
ations of pioneers should with no ' 
new frontiers to conquer, turn his] 
heritage of Industry, enterprise 
and fortitude and indomitable 
courage, these grand traits of the 
pioneer, to the field in which he 
has dfstinguised himself.

South Carolfnlans are known to 
be proud of their anceaU-y. They 
may well be also proud of thflr 
cousins, several times removed 
and many miles away.
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Kindness of: 
The James S. White Family


