Palmetto Pathways

Cotton Cropping, Trading|
Chief Income Sources To|

Whitmire’s Early Settlers

By BEV BALLARD

Cotton cropping, trading with Indians and transporting |
to market were chief sources of income to early settlers of

Whitmire.

When George Frederick Whit-
mire, a German immigrant, ar-
rived in the Carolinas from Penn-
sylvania,
idea that he was starting what
has now, more than 200 years
later, become a thriving area in
the lower Piedmont in South Car-
olina.

Our Palmetto Pathway crosses
a section that was noted in the
early seventeen hundreds as a

Whitmire's rs and
Some Interesting Facts Concerning the |’
Development of the Town

‘.\‘ \
\

(By Anne E. Hatton Lewis)

Few who see the big white
‘house, built in the stately propor-
tions of more than a hundred
years ago, which stands under the
shade of a venerable oak tree on
| the edge of the town of Whitmire,
S, ., know that this house was
built by the great grandfather of
the late and dearly beloved bene-
| tactress, Mrs. Phoebe Apperson

he perhaps had Ht.t.leJ

promising frontier. Whitmire
built his log cabin home and
later added a trading post at a
crossroads, where old Buncombe
crossed the Ninety Six road from
Fish Dam Ferry on Broad River
to old Starr Fort.

Whitmire was joined later, fol-
lowing Braddock’s defeat in 1558,
by a number of other immigrants
from Pennsylvania, who came|
South to seek homes and farms.

Palmetto Pathway and not oniy [ Hearst the mother of
enjoy the rolling countryside a- @ Randolph Hearst.
long highway 176 leading north The house in which her mether

and south to the area, but also i Whitmire, was born,

visit such historical places 2 9’”';“:. .':ea":" e By ¢
Home, two miles south- i $t0o ;

iy distance from the public highway, |

west of Whitemire, and the old |
Whitemire home standing south || Only the stone step and a few rock j
dand brick- from the .chlmneyu

of the town limits and occupied
by the sixth generation of de- | ,.ark the spot where omce stood|
cendents from the town's found- [
er.
Names prominent in its early i
history and still prevalent among |
its residents include the Whit- |
mires, Duncans, O'Dells and
Ducketts

For directions to Whltm:re and
a map of South Carolina's high- !
ways, contact your local aerviee
station.
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n | of wany small panes on both sides
' of the fireplage.

i ' At the oot of the hil, a !.nll
hundred yards from the: houmse
! site, Is the spring frem which this

Drucilla’s mother kept her but-

AFOR AT I 1y

{s:x Roads, in the fork of Enoree |

4 the quaint old-fashioned home, |

: 1| Christopher, Phoebe
built aecording to the popular | P

3 1| Charity were horn and a new,
| style of that early period with a y

chimney at each end with windows i

River and Duncan's Creek, they

log house of the early pioneer.

The logs of which this house was ' Mie.

built are still to be seen, for with
German thrift, they were used to |

1build a corn crib which stil] stands |

|

William ;Wns a successful planter on Amer- |

in the barnyard of the later and
more pretentious home, !

The “High Farmer” of Germany g
{ican soil. Prederick ang Phoebe |

ion in those early days they had |
a large family. Their first- born |
twin-sons, - Willlam and Henry
were horn on July 21, 1776, just as |
 the echoes of the Liberty Bell]
' were reaching this ploneer home,
Six other children, Thomas, Moses |
John and]

larger and more comfortable home
was built. Situated as it was at
the eross roads, it was known far
nnd wide as Whitmires Tavern,

Jiand tradition gays that no travel-

f

er was ewver turneg away who

| came there for nluwr food or

tamily drenk apd im which lu'tld lodsmg

Across the road is still to be

| Neighbor
1 neighbor, until sentiment of hu-
,, manity."”

this section ‘“was sorely afflicted |

{ by opposite political factions, from

which sprang the bitterest strife.jy, . fought in the War of 1812, and |

against

was arrayed

And gruesome accounts of Tory
outrages followed by Whig ven-

| geance tel] of the execution of sev-
.bunt their first home, the typical | era1 Tories” on the gallows at the

cross roads near the residence of

received in part a just
for this and other erimes commit-
ted."”

twelve Tories who had attempted
the life of a neighbor,

near the mouth Dnuncan's

creek.

of

“Phese were conveyed’’ the An-§

nals relate, ‘‘to the place

| Ninety-Six Road, now Whitmire's
and there a ‘short shift’, a strong

f rope, and a stooping hickory ap-§

plied speedy justice to them all.

all time.’
How much of these stirring ev-
ents was actually witnessed by

the little twins of the Whitmire's i the balmy South, the land of the}!

of course is not known. But it

cannot he doubted that the father

Henry Whitmire, and thus}
penalty §

Captain |
Boyee were run down and captur- |
ipronpered and as was the fash-§ed on the banks of Enoree River }

where §
| the Charleston Road crosseg the |

It in lHO that Henry Whit-
I mire Col. Moses Whitmire, who

Thomas Whitmire with their fam
ilies—there were 24 children
the party—set out in covereq wag

ons on the long perilous journey "%

in |

to the new and fabled lands of the ;&

! West.

They established their home in §

| Franklin County, Missouri, and

| there little Drucilla, daughter of

Hénry who was only four when

| the long journey across the eoun- ;

try was made grew into woman- |

On another occasloh, eleven oOr i hood and on January 28,

! married Randolph Walker
| person, a native of Virginia.
Two years later, when their first
daughter was born she was named
Phoebe for her Great grand mo-
t.her who had died only a few

yvears hefore in South Carolina at |

| the venerable age of 81 years.

il ily went West they usually stayed
in West, and family ties were all
| too often severed by great distance
| and the hardship of -travel

| the uncertainty of the mails. Con-}

A common grave at the root of ¥ cerning the early emigrants from |

the tree is their resting place for }

| Newherry County to David Jones,
fof West Mijton, O., in August,
';z 1880 wrote:

| ‘“Those heroic adventurers leff}
A%hestnut, the cedar nad the pine,
crossed the Alleghenies and enter-

and |

1840, F
Ap-

In these early days, when a fam |

>

e

£
?

¥

The Chester Reporter 3'_, ter croek. Frederick, had an active part

These, however, were not the
first settlers in this section of
the state, according to Robertk
Mills. A. Mr. John Duncan, na-%
tive of Aberdeen,
said by Mills to have been th
Whitmire area’s first settler.

In the early days of Whitmire, j,

prior to its becoming an incorp
orated town, the residents wer

scattered over several miles and b

thrived primarily on the produc
tion of cotton. Some of the old
timers even today recall how cot-
ton was hauled by wagon train
along what is now highway 19
some 90 miles south to Augusta.
Other loads of cotton were trans-
ported to market on barges along
Broad River down to Charleston
Today though, the picture is
different; instead of the produc- |

tion of cotton being paramount ¥

in shaping the economy of Whit- |
mire, the chief source of income

to its residents is from working

in the old Coleman cotton mili. |
The Georgia-Carolina and !

Northern Railroad, now Seaboard | '

Airline, was brought to Whitmire [
in 1890. It was with this con-
struction and the influx of more
people and bigger business that
the town of Whitmire came into
being. Dr. Russell Jeter was one
of the first town officers.

About ten years after the rail- &
road construction was completed,
the late William Coleman built
a cotton mill. In the ensuring
years this mill has grown con-
siderably, and today is the prine
ciple industry in the town.

We would suggest you take this

'Wednesday, November 28, 1962%

Scotland, 1is .

On another hillside, overlooking
i the town in the abandoned grave-
yard of old Lower Duncan's ereek |
Baptist chureh (founded in 1793) |
now overgrown with a
masg of brambles
gassfras, are to be found
graves of Mrs. Hearsts' great-
grandparents, the Hills and the
Wibtmires, The hand-hewn in-
I geripitions on slabs of native gran-

the winds and rains of many win-{
1l Lern since 1828, and can hardly he
deciphered. But the very rugged-

il ness of the rock is reminiscent of

| the characters of
\ graves they mark.
. George Frederick Whitmire,
.great-grand.tn.tb.er of Mrs, Phoebe

| Hearst, was born bearing the fam |

ily name of Von Whittenmeyer, |
' meaping “High Farmer” accord-
! ing to famity ‘tradition in Stutt-
| gart, Germany. In 1758, at the

age of 18 he landeq in Philadel-

those whose

tangled |

dogwood a‘:d "l more central position in the “new
ok

il agp trading post for a wide area,

geen the old store house, the long

i and the post office from the days

I

i

|| the postoffice was

of the stage coach until the build
{ing of the “Iron Road'. IN 1892
moved to a

j and flourishing

1 mires’’

town of Whit-
, which “according tp the

it Annals of Newberry (Published
il in 1802) ‘“‘takes its name from the

'l old respectable family of Whit-
|ite have been almost effaced Dby i|

mires, which was amongst the

earllest gettlers of that part of

{ the country; that is to say, 125 to |

150 years ago."
If these old buildings apd the

‘; stately oak—the Tory Oak it is

home, for records in the Histori-’
cal Commission in Columbia, 8. C.’
establish the fact that he fought
for his adopted country during
the Revolution, He served in Bran-
don’s Regiment of the Militia of}
Sowth Carolina and no doubt also .
took part in the guerilla warfare }i
of the section hetween the Tory |
and Whig factions.

Between the years of 1800 and g
1810 there was a general exodus i
of the families of Newberry Coun- .-’

1ty to Ohio and subsequently many |

ng.les removed from this sec-§
to Missouri. And so it was §

tion
that, while William and Henry §

| called—coulq tell their story of Whitmire, the twins, married sis-

'the scene and events they've wit-

‘= nessed ,it would be very interest-|

] Six or Fishdam Ferry Road, they know little of each other. The pio-'
lust of |

phia, ‘where he remained to mar-}

ry a good wife, Phoebe Hagood,

who came with him to Newberry ;

District, S8outh Carolina prior to
‘the Revolution, Following_ Brad-
dock’s defeat in ‘56 many Penn-
sylvania settlers moved to Pied-
mont, Carolina seeking homes
and fields safe from the French
and Indian menace of the Penn-
sylvania frontiers,

Buying lands at the intersection
of the old Charleston and Ninety-

ing indeed, Facing the old Ninety |

1 vilnesgsed the passing of Gener- |
al Greene's soldiers, hurrying to
the defense of the old star fort
near Ninety-Six.

Down the old Buncombe Road
gpome the mountaineer traders,
driving to Charleston raturninz

with their salt hegsheads of
baceo en route to Charleston, re-
turning with their salt and sug-
ar and tinware and stopping to
tell their stories.

According to the Annals of New |
berry, the only published history
of the early days of the county,

to-

ters, Sarah and Ruth Hill, their
children, double-first cousins they
were, were destined to see and

neer urge—the wander
that early period—led three of
the sons of Frederick and Phobe
Whitmire to move with their fam
ilies to newer frontiers.

It is a noteworthy fact, however
that the lands of Frederick and
Phoebe Whitmire are still owned
and the historic Whitmires Ta-

vern is still occupied by direct

descendents of William and Sarah

| Whitmire. It {8 now the residence

of Mr. and Myrs. Z. H. Suber, Mrs.
Suber having inherited the prop-
erty through her mother, Mrs.
Sallie Whitmire Phiees,

in. ed the
{ what was taking place so near his |

‘dark nephitic,
woeds' of the far-off Northwest
whose giant oak ,towering hick-
ory, majestic walnut, spreading
beech and lofty poplar frowned

tdown upon them and seemed to
| for bid  them.

| plan and hands to execute,

But with heads to
the

| forests JHsuppedrvd the

A villages and towns were built, all
y the courage, industry, skill and
bor of the brave people of the

Shuth. Should the question be

nsked, what country or district |

in ﬂle United States has furnished r'

the most men, women and child-
i ren to people the great Northwest,
the answer must come from all
the knowing ones that to Newber-
ry District, South Carolina, be-
longs this great honor."”

The compiler of
Hon. John A. Chapman, a few
years later speaks with r ﬁl‘w
the fact that go little w
of these who wen; ont.
berry county, “the gnrden lpot
of the garden spot of the world” |

but whatever they were, he knew §

they would be found “acting mov-

ing and at work—useful and ele- |

vating work."”

He might have been spedking |
Phoebe Ap-
person Hearst, who at that very |

specifically of Mrs.

tangled |

the Annals, ‘

| beasts fled, waving fields of gra!n ‘
{ arose, dwelling houses, churches, 24
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time was llving in Washington, |
1D, C., where as the wife of Sena-
lur George Hearst, of California,
! she was noted for her gracious hos
| pitality, for her beauty and charm
of manner and for her many phil-
¢ antropies.
| The daughter and grand daugh-
# ter of Missouri pioneers the great
grand daughter of South Carolina
4 pioneers, the wife of 'a California
pioneer statesman, she herself
§ was typically American in senti-
! ment and feeling and she herself
was a pioneer of causes.
Having for years maitained
| free kindergartens in a number of
4 mining towns of the West, whun{
in Washington she established a
training school for kindergarten
teachers. The cathedra) school for
girls ig another memorial to her
interest in educatien and youth.
Living in that age of ruggeq im-
dividualism, her motto was ever
“Help the individual to help him!
self””. It would be impossible to
recount all the charities or to
d mention half the activities of this
little woman, for all her energy
§and accomplishments, looked like
a piece of “Dresden chima or a
i} deftly molded miniature figure in
'] bisque.’
i] Aside from her genmerous gifts,
| to the University of California, |
perhaps the most far reaching of |
! her wholehearted and enthusias-
o tic support of Mrs. Alice Birney !
3 in organizing the first Congress of | ™
%l Mothers which called together the ||
Lleaders in education and philan~-
! tropy In the year 1807 and out of
) which has developed the great |
2| Nationa] Congress of Parents and
Teachers.
It is not surprising that the son
i of this remarkable woman and
4 the heir to four successive gener-
i ations of pioneers shoulg with no } ;
' new frontiert to conquer, turn hh‘
heritage of industry, enterppise
jand fortitude and indomitable }
courage, these grand traits of the
pioneer, to the field in which he ||
 has distinguised himself. k
South Carolinians are known to
be proud of their apcestry. They‘
may well be also proud of their
cousins, severa]l times removed
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