
*I385 rop

Winthrop's Birthplace Now Rebuilt 
On Campus at Rock Hill by

—Doctor Johnson Rests Therein—

WPA

The tiny, one room brick chapel 
which for more than 100 years was 
at the Columbia Theological seminary 
here, becoming in the meantime the 
birthplace and first home of Winthrop 
college, stands now as a shrine on 
the mother's campus at Rock Hill 
through a project sponsored by the : 
college and carried to completion by j 
the works progress administration. ' 

The small -structure, whose walls 
fur many years echoed to the voices 
of theolngjcal .students as they strug- I 
gled with their sermons, and within , 
which one »f the Greatest of presi-' 
dents. Woodrow Wilson, made a pro 
fession of his faith, also Ls now the | 
last restin" place of the late Dr. D. B. 
Johnson, founder of Winthrop. It will 
serve as a shrine and inspiration to 
students of the institution in years 
to come.

The srnnll chypol is rich in history 
'. of both the Columbia Theological 
-< seminary and Winthrop college. In 

1886 when the late Doctor Johnson 
obtained a gift from the Peabocly 
board of a small sum with which to 
start an institution for the training 
of women teachers, the seminary was 
closed for a year and its boar-J of 
directors generously offered the use 
of the building to Doctor Johnson for 
the school. Thus the chapel became 
the birthplace of the college, which 
has now become a standard A-grade 
institution, and which has within 50 
years since its birih addmitted more 
than 12,000 studcrts to its classes.

When the theological seminary 
moved to Decatu.-. Ga.. several years 
ago. leavim 'he chnncl in Columbia. 
Winthrop alumnae askcH the privilege 
of removing tho .structure to the pres 
ent campus of ihr college at Rock

Hill, which request was granted by
the seminary board.

After an architect had drawn the 
plans of the building the chapel was 
carefully torn down brick by brick 
by workers of the works progress ad-   
ministration. and was later recon 
structed on the college eumpus. Sep 
tember 29. 193G. brickls and other ma 
terials forming the chapel wereJtrans- 
ported to Rock Hill in trucks provid- , 
ed for that purpose by the Rock 
Hill chamber of commerce.

An escort of automobiles, occupied 
by Dr. Shelton Phelns. president of 
the institution. Mrs. Phelps. Dr. and 
Mrs. J. P. Kinard. Mrs. D. B. John 
son, and representatives from 55 chap 
ters of Winthrop alumnae, accom- ' 
panied the trucks bearing the chapel.

The reconstruction of the building 
in exact duplicate of the original was 
completed January 9 this year by a 
corps of workers of the works prog- 
re:ss administration. Today the .small ' 
brick structure stands small amonq 
stately trees overlooking the amphi 
theater at the rear of the college i 
campus. No effort has been spared , 
to make the shrine a place of beauty. 
To this end Doctor Phelps engaged a 
widely known firm of architects tn 
supervise the planting of shrubbery 
about the chapel and to beautify the •• 
surroundings, i 

' A tablet bearing an inscription pre- . 
pared by Dr. William C. Robinson. 

' professor of church history at the , 
theological seminary, showing the ', 
connection the building had with the 

, Southern Presbyterian church, is to 
be placed on the wall of the chapfl 
beside a tablet describing the birth 

! of t' 1 -? cu!l9»f>.
| Members of the alumnae association 
1 of Wmthrop college. Doctor Phelps 
, and others.have expressed their ap- '

Upper—As the building- looked in Columbia. Below Aa it ha« been re-erected at Rock Hill.

1 prication to the seminary for the 
presentation of the chapel to the col 
lege, and also to the works progress 
administration "for the generous help given.' 1

Monday, after Easter Sunday. Doc 
tor Johnson's body was transferred 
from its temporary resting place, on 
the front campus, to the permanent 
place in the chapel.

The Winthrop girls hatl gone home 
for the spring holidays, all the details 
had been perfectly planned, and in 
the quiet afternoon hours under the 
personal supervision of President 
Phelps and President Emeritus Ki 
nard. Engineer Clawson. with few- 
commands .directed the work of those 
wth loving hands raised the casket, 
'vault and all*, placed it on a truck 
and in a few minutes more had ten 
derly lowered it into the vault pre 
pared in the chapel floor, just in 
front of the nuluit.

The next morning the masons com 
pleted the work of sealing the vault 
without even the "sound of a ham 
mer."

Easter lilies were placed over the 
vault and all hands retired in rever- 

I ent silence.
t This little shrine is in a beautiful

'i setting on the back csmpus, where
| everything is quiet and peaceful. How
i appropriate it is for the body of the
founder of Winlhr- -> college to rest
furever mid the ideal surroundings
created bv himself,

Gra,^, shrubs and boxwood hove 
already been planted around the 
chapel* which will, in time, be cover 
ed with Enelish ivy.

"The sun never sets on the Win 
throp workers" who now encircle the 
globe.

Doctor Phelps will announce a date 
for thf ff*vlir,it<nn .services later.
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