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S.G-"" Homes, Hisibn'c

Colonial Dames' Ninth Annual Tour 
to Be Held March 27
Lovely Homes, 
Gardens to Be 
Opened for 
Public Visit

By Margaret Blaher 
MA BIN GO

The beautiful gardens and Lake 
| house at "Mariijgja^' the country 
Ihome of Mr. and Mn. C. T. Wolfe 
just off Highway 1 in Lexington 
County, will be one of the homes 
opened to those taking the ninth 
annual tour to be sponsored by the 
Columbia Committee of Colonial 

I Dames on March 27.
"Maringo," which Is named for 

Mr. Wolfe's old home in Virginia 
with Its picturesque white, rose- 
covered fence, its broad expanse of 

'pine, dogwood, Judas and crabapple, 
and its myriad shrubs and flowers 
Is well worth a visit in the spring 

It U Impossible to describe ade 
quately the breath-taking beauty of 

i these informal gardens in their set 
ting of tall pines. The profusion 
of sasanquas, azaleas and camellias 
and the labyrinth of daffodil-bor 
dered paths are overwhelming.

The visitor choosing an upper 
path will come to the rose garden 
with Its 300 or more bushes, while 
the one taking the lower path will 
follow the tranquil lake with Us 
Japanese iris border. Throughout 
the gardens are the beds and 
groups of many variegated bios- 

! «oms.
When looking upon the restful 

scene it 1s difficult to recall that 
iSherman's army measured these 
I acres with Its destruction and that 
the site was once called "The Burnt 
Mill" because the mill which stood 
at the location of the present dam 

|was burned by these marrauders.
On the edge of the lake, and nest- 

Iling in the side of the hill, is the 
[rustic lake house surrounded by a 
[bricked patio wfth hedges of dwarf 
azaleas and sasanquas. The com 
fortable glassed-in room, facing th« 

I lake and made for living, i« furn- 
Itehed completely with , antiques, 
I which Mrs. Wolfe has collected over 
a period of years.

The all-pine furniture blends har 
moniously with the pecky cypress 
.paneling, the darker toned rafters 
[*nd the great stone fireplace with 
[with Us massive logs and unique 
[andirons. Some of the particularly 
[interesting pieces Include the quaint 
Wghbacked New England settle and 
[the old wagon chair flanking either

side of theT>road~~Kea>t,'ftnT~spTn- 
ning wheel and the charming lazy 
ausan. The lover of antiques should 
certainly not fail to visit the lake 
house at Martngo.

SLEEPY HOLLOW
"Sleepy Hollow," the 200 acre 

Lexington County estate of Dr. and 
Mrs. Robert B. Durham, is another 
home to be visited on the tour.

The colonial type house with 
white columns. In U* setting of 
broad lawn and loblolly pines, backs 
upon a tranquil lake. This lake, 15 
acres in size, contains several Is 
lands, one of them so large as to 
give the Illusion of being the oppo 
site shore; however, t closer in 
spectlon reveals that there is a 
 passage of water surrounding it. A 
smaller island has been landscaped 
and details are clearly visible from 
the shore back of the house.

Adding to the naturalness and 
beauty of this peaceful scene, are 
the several squadrons of ducks dis 
porting themselves on the black 
water, their movements breaking 
the mlrrowed images of the trees 
into a hundred dazzling fragments

The Japanese iris bordering the 
lake and the extensive gardens are 
breath-taking in their beauty, com 
bining the loveliness of the wild, 
natural growth with the careful 
planning of the cultivated beds and 
groups.

Entering the house, one experi 
ences a feeling of spaciousness and 
tranquility. The large rooms with 
their beautiful appointments com 
bine the grace of a by-gone era with 
the comfort of the modern day.

The drawing room with its wide 
picture window affording a vista of 
the lake. Doctor Durham's unusual 
ly large literary-den with its pine 
paneling, and the dining room con 
tain several rare relics of interest, 
such as the magnificent 500-year- 
old elaborately hand-carved Chinese 
teakwood table, the oil painting of 
Washington Irving, patron saint of 
"Sleepy Hollow." the quaint old 
French clock, and the heirloom 
wedgewood humidor.

Mrs. Durham's large demitasse 
collection is especially interesting. 
These cups have been collected over 
a period of years, many being gifts 
from friends, and represent exam 
ples of fine china from all over the 
world.

An interesting feature Is that the 
entire house, paneling and all, was 
built from timber cut on the place, 

SHADBLOW
Still another of the homes and 

gardens to be shown-by the Colum 
bia Committee of Colonial Dames is 
"Shadblow," the Lexington County 
home of George B. Hartness.

This brick, Georgian structure 
facing upon a broad lawn is mod 
eled along the lines of an 18th cen 
tury English country bouse. The 
nterlor combines the graceful lines 
of a past century with the conveni 
ence of modern planning. The 
furnishings throughout are either 
of South Carolina origin or are of 
the same tyoeg as were u.

south Carolina during the 18th cen- 
tury. The pieces have been col- 
ected by Mr. Hartness over a 
period of years, and each has Us 
own particular history.

Entering the spacious drawing 
room, one has the feeling that she 
has been transported into a former 
period of time, and half expects a 
hoop-skirted lady of a gentleman in 
powdered wig to enter the room.

The beautiful Sheraton sofa, the 
early Carolina slant-top desk, the 
Queen Ann drop-leaf table and the 
landscapes by Constable a*nd Mel- 
choir lend to the charm of the 
room. The 18th century window 
and door facings and the mantel 
in the drawing room were brought 
from earlier structures to their 
present site, as were the mantel, 
cornice and wainscoting in the di 
ning room.

Above the mantel in the dining 
room is an Italian 17th century 
painting of St. Cecilia, while over 
the Hepplewhite hunt board hangs 
a J. F. Herring hunting print. The 
Napoleonic period vases, the Chip 
pendale chairs, Sheraton table, 
handsome sideboard and English 
knife boxes all combine to make 
this room delightful. Of particular 
beauty is the carving of the ceiling 
above the chanrelier.

Passing from the dining room in 
to the library, the visitor finds her 
self in a room made for relaxed liv 
ing. The informality of the wide 
pine paneling, pegged floors and 
the huge fireplace with its early 
Charleston tiled hearth is accen 
tuated by the furnishings. The 
Audubon print and the Young 
Cheng period Chinese porcelain, to 
gether with the Hepplewhite wine 
celleret and the Windsor chair, will 
engage the attention. Another de 
lightful feature is the painted cell 
ing which depicts the map of the 
world.

BISING HOPES
One of the most charming coun 

try places to be included is "Rising 
Hopes," the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carlisle Roberts.

Built on the side of a hill over 
looking the Saiuda, Broad and Con- 
garee Rivers, the two-story, white- 
columned. Colonial type house com 
mands from every room a view of 
the rivers and the natural beauty 
of the woods. There is a charm 
ing little Juliet balcony on the sec 
ond floor overlooking the broad ter 
race that slopes down in a lawn 
400 feet to the river. If one pauses 
to look up and across, an excellent 
view of Columbia's skyline is af 
forded, and one can well under 
stand why General Sherman chose 
a spot on this high hill to train his 
cannon on the City of Columbia.

While Mr. and Mrs. Roberts have

plants from the mountains to the 
sea are found here. Both mountain 
laurel and Spanish moss are native. 
The dogwood'and plum mingle their, 
pure white and gentle pastel with 
the bold purple of the Judas. The 
bloodroot and the wild violet car 
pet the beech grove. In profusion 
of color are the red partridge berry, 
the daffodil and the japonica.

Entering the house, the dominant 
color tone of the interior is Wll- 
liamsburg blue. The pastels in the| 
papering of the drawing and dining 
rooms and the upholstering and 
draperies found in these rooms 
blend exquisitely with the blue.

Many pieces of historical interest 
are distributed throughout the 
house. In the drawing room hangs 
an oil portrait of Henry Laurens 
Pinckney, the son of Charles Pinck- 
ney and many times office-holder 
in Charles Town, who is an ancestor 
of Mrs. Roberts. Another interest- 
Ing relic is the handsome mahogany 
desk once owned by Charles Pinck 
ney. It is highly probable that the 
draft of the Constitution of the 
United States, which Pinckney sub 
mitted to the Federal Convention 
in 1787, was written at this desk,

The public is cordially invited to 
attend tne tour, which will start at 
2 o'clock at the Museum of Art on 
Senate Street. Tieilets, priced at 
$1.50 each, covering the entire tour 
and the tea and antique and china 
exhibit, may be purchased at Mc- 
Gregor's Drug Store, Marian Green 
Interior Decorating Sho-p, Richland 
County Public Library, the Museum, 
Moore's Gift Shop, Mary Lowe't 
Dress Shop, Corbett's House and 
Garden and Onley's Gift Shop. 
Transportation will be furnished 
those desiring it, and identification 
stickers and tour itineraries will be 
furnished at starting point. Tickets 
for last minute purchasers will also 
be available at the Museum on 
March 27 between 1:30 and 2 o'clock. 
Reservations should be made in ad 
vance by calling or writing Mrs. 
T. C. Brown or Mrs. Robin Hope, 
2538 Wheat Street, telephone 7861.

greatly enhanced the beauty of the 
35 acres of "Rising Hopes," they 
have encouraged the wild natural 
growth and have not attempted toj 
curb it by formality. It is said that| 
these are 153 varieties of trees and I 
shrubs, and, that specimens ofl


