
Church Of Good Shepherd Dates To 1855

Area's First Episcopal Church
By JOHN SMITH

The then new Rose Hotel in York 
is the meeting place of several

on the spring evening 
of May 21. IS.vi. Their goal- to or 
ganize an Episcopal church in th«

throughout the war.
A number of 

Church of the
men from the 
Good Shepherd

served with distinction during the 
«/ar. General .Jenkins. General E. 
M. Law. Col. Anbury Coward, 
Capt. Cato S. Seabrook, Lt. Sam 
uel C. Lowery, and William Knox 
Hackett were among those listed. 
Four of these. Jenkins. Seabrook, 

and Hackett, were kilted.

I*LAN <'E.N'TK.VN'IAI-: Tlu* commit tc<* who jtlamird \<st<'idai's ct'nt.'nninl rdcbiHUon at 
York's Church of ihe (iood Shophrrrt included Melt to ri^hti: Mi-s. Fred Shirloy, publicity; 
George H. Hart, Sr., vestry irpro.sentative; John A. Marion, senior uaroVn: Mrs, S. K. T.owry. 
Jr., circnraiions; Miss Frank Clawson, auxiliary chairman; Mrs. (Jeortro French, luncheon
cn;iir:rri!i. < Pdntn*; h\- .T.-in ,\/rr i

rYork Episcopal Church Sets 
Centennial Fete Next Friday

The centennial nf its found- 
Ung will be celebrated on Friday, 
NMV IS, by the Episcopal Church 
' f the Good Shepherd, York. 

I TV Episcopal Church hu ; !dins 
is the oldest worship edif'ce i n 
York, although the Metho J ; st and 
Presbyterian Churches are older 
in organization. ! 

Preaching the cent?nnial sermon 
at It am. will be the Rev. Oliver 
.1. Hart, bishop of the Dtoce.se of 
Pennsylvania. His grandparents 

,were anvng the church's tc.un 
ders.

Others participating will be the
 Rev. C. Alfred Cole, bishop of the
' Diortse of L'pper $<m'h Carolina,

1 the Rev. E Hopkins Weston, rec-
j tor; »nd the Rev. C. F.arle B. Rob-
I inson and the Rev. Cvril N. Slur-
rup. former rectcrs. A centennial
luncheon will be served at 1 p.m.
at the pinsh house.

Althouah the cornerstone of the 
church was not laid until 1S55. or- 
tani/atinn was bepun as early as

;n52. The Rev. John DeWitt 'Me- 
Cuttough, missionary priest spon 
sored by the Society for the Ad 
vancement of Christianity in S. C.,

' conducted early services which

were held in the Methodist Church 
and at the courthouse.

The first formal organizational 
meeting was held May 21, 1855 in 
the Rose Hotel. S Congress St., 
now used by the Carolina Carpet 
Mills. Farly founders of the church 
were Col. William Blackburn Wil 
son and W. E. Rose. The latter 
was a member of the Church of 
England and built the Rose Ho:.el.

Among the early vestrymen 
were Asbury Coward. Mirah Jen- 
kins, who established (he Kings 
Mountain Military Academy; Wil 
liam K. Hackett, Dr. James M. 
Lowry, and Lt. Cafo A. 13. Sea- 
brook. The first resident rector was 
the Rev. James D. (iibson of Sa 
vannah.

The Church of the Good Shep 
hrrd. of conservative Gothic 
lines, has been remodeled and en 
larged since Us ereclion. The bell 
bears an inscription dated 1V»!5.

The parish house, erected about 
'he same time as the church build 
ing, was purchased in 1923 and in 
larp**d, The white frame rectory 
on wYight Ave. was given in 1VK 
by Major Walter B Moore as 
memonal to a former rector, the 
Rev. Robert A. Lee.

gentlemen elected the first vestry} Many of these families remained 
of the church at that time.

However, this was not the first 
Fniscooal organization in York- In 
1 C S2, the Rich Reverend Christo 
pher F-. Gadsden visited the town. 
Th« Diocese of South Carolina con- 
s ^?rp-H the church organized be- 
fire the bishop's death thai year.

It was to be rhe first cTiurch of; There had been Episcopalians in 
that denomination in York County; y->rk. according to Robert Mills'

S'atisttcs compiled in 1820.
In 1855. the church building was General Law lived until \'W and,

W. E. Rose had built the hotel ta nmpleted. If was of brick ron- at his death. wa< the ranking offi- 
IS-)? on the evr; ot a dffiHe 01 pro-»- ; s* ruction, stuccoed and in the plain , cer of the Confederate Army. 
p^rirv for the town. Rose was an Gothic style. This building is the Col. Coward returned to York 
Englishman and a member of the one 115*4 today. Inside, the win- and operated the Kings Mountain 
Church of Enpland. dows are shuttprH and the light Mihtarv School for a number of 

The 185fl's were years filled with filtering through them is softened, vears and then was named pre^i- 
great things for the town of York ( Beside this building is the parish dent of The Citadel in Charleston, 
('hen Yorkville). The Yorkville, house named m honor of Walter According to Joseph E Hart 
Female College, a Presbyterian in-1 Bedford Moore, a member of the Jr.'s Centennial history of the 
sMution, had Seen established inljhurch. It is also well over a ren- churrh. the parish lost "by remov- 

the Kinps Mountain Military j turv n\^ an(j was built by the Jeff- al many of its members, who could 
had opened in the fall of; r , PS farmlv who came up to York not cope with the Freedman's Bu-, 

the same year with Micah Jenkins; frnm Charleston. It is an elabora-1 reau arid 'he troop of Federal cav-j 
and Asbury Coward as founders: t ; on Of rne TAIS^ cottage s'vle of airy winch together made life forj 
and the Kings Mountain Railroadj architecture. Double. run-ing such gentlemen exceedingly diffi- 
nad been huilt from York to Chcs-, g..--j r, once ascended to the second cult" during the Reconstruction 
ter bv local merchants and plant-1 f !r>or ga ]j erv_ period. i 
er<?. Thi^ made the town a depot for' ' The Rov '} D Gibson was the , In 1H74. the rector of the church 

  the back-country area of north- f;rst rPCT r,r nf the church which fwnf a wH report to th« Diocesan 
western South Carolina and wosr-j ^ nlmpH m , h(t onffina | mPPt . convention. The F^eral troops 
ern North Carolina. York was the- inc of lhe vcstry> the Church of the! still occupied the town and he had 
closest raJroad point for tne<* t,nod Shephc-rd. j granted "three more leaves" from
 reas - , The church was consecrated on the parish registry. 

Unc^r these conditions i num; : Sr]ndayi Nov |g> Ig55 by R , sh
her of prominent families had Thomas Fred t.rick Davis. of the
trnved to York The tpiscopaJ, p ( . of S(M . rh rarn , iin
Church was the predominate- ^ oulhreak Of hostilitict at
church of the Charleston area and
fVse oeooie added to the new : Charlp«iton in l«fil brought * con-
"- 5 * P6^' 6 ' «oa«i TO me new refucee immiaraMon of Rration. "born in Fairfield CountyEpiscopal families in York, deem-  biaeraoie reiupee immi^rd.ion ni
td ^o establish their own church, j t-piscopal churchmen to York 

Micah Jenkins, later a famous from the low-country. The Rev.
William Johnson moved to York of tne Diocese of Mississippi, 
with a large part of his church

The Good Shepherd rhurcH h»« 
been served bv a number of dis 
tinguished rectors. Among th^m 
were: the Rev. Theodore DuRose

but a cousin of the Bratton family 
in York". He la f cr became

Confederate bricadipr-ccnpral, re 
corded the minutes of this first
meeting at the Ro*s Hotel. The! membership from Edisto bland

3-Evpnlne lUrald Rmk Hill Fridav, Nov. 11. 1955

The Rev. Thomas Tracy Wakh 
was rector of th« church :n 1W> 
He had formerly been arch deacon 
of The Diocese of South Carolina 
and served i.s chaplain to the 
church home orphanace when it 
when it was re-mo-,ed to York 
From Charleston m JW9. The Rev. 
William Charles Cravner. who 
-.erved the churrh dur-ng World 
War II. is the author of a number 
of religious books.

In recent vears, n**w door* to re 
place the old on<-s on the historic 
church have bem added. One is 
named in honor of Micah .Tonkins 
and the other for Ashury Coward. 
Fach Sundav. children from the 
children's home in York pass 
through rhe^e doors Th^se chil 
dren live m the building that was 
formerly the Kme-* Mountain M ! i- 
tarv School founded by Jenk'n* 
and Coward over a century ago.
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York's Church Of The Good Shepherd (L> And Pari»h House
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Church of the Good Shepherd 

York, S. C.


