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Centers Of Industry
By DEWARD BRITTAIX

Rock Hill is a leader in industrial enterprise. It always
has been.

The vision of early businessmen and landowners and 
the constant progressiveness of thrir successors kept Rock 
Hill in the forefront of textile manufacturing in the South. 
Today the capital investor! in industry, mainly textiles, in 
and near th« city amounts to several hundred million dol- 
ars. And more than 13,000 workers arp employed in textile 
plants and othrr Je.»ser industries in the count".

A* the South rlimhed otit of th« 
quagmire of Reconstruction, busi 
nessmen reali/ed ihe "pianistlion 
economy'* of rotton and crinoline 
was a thine of the past. Particular- 
ly in the Piedmont belt and in the 
Horsrcreek Valley along the Sa,- 
vannah River mrn \vore talking 
about textiles. 'Cotton mills a- 
monc the rofton fields" was the 
new financial theory.

Quickly the drpam caught firt 
in the village of Hock Hill. A cot-
 on mill'

"A. K. llulrhison find a handful 
of oihT leaders orgam/cd the Rock 
Ildl Cotton Factory in 18SU - - and 
a new fexlile center was born. The 
plant, tho first mill t<» be driven 
by steam in thp stale, began opera 
tions in 1XH1, (Today 'li' 1 plant is 
(he Colrl-Tf-x Fabrics Corp.)

»w Mllln
The next 'JO ynais v.ere wonder 

ful for conduction men in Ko<-k 
Hill. Another mill was being built 
practically all the time   or else 
an existing plant v«s expanding 
The Standard Mill illichJand Park i 
wa* orcani/ed in 3S38. thp Globe 
'Victoria i in 1889, the Arcwdc in 
1W5. th** Manchester ' Industrial) 
in ISfl.V and the Aragon in 1W6.

Names linked \\iih the parly in- 
rlfntrint development of th*» town 
*r* A F. and David I!iitrhisr»n, 
.Inhn r; l-nndon. A. H U'hilP, \V. \.. 
and W. .T RndnVy, A Friedhpim, 
A. K. Smith. \V. .1. Haivlinwin. T 
A. rrsw-ford, R. T. F«v«*)l, .Tn1in« 

,V H Barron. .1, Ti 
M. rherrv, ,7"hn n.

, A D. Hoiipi- ar  '. Alex 
ander I»n|,;.

But t^>.t.iles werp nol the only 
ihincs hemc manufactured in tht. 
thri\ ing and pro.spoi-ous tcmn. A. 
I>. Holler an-1 .lohn (i. Andf-rson 
wre rnjoying success in making 
biiESi p*. Th" Ro«-k Hill Bucey Co.. 
\\hich later was expanded into the 
Anderson .Motor Company by Mr. 
Andrr.son, was chartered in 1886 
and, was profiinble ai once.

The L. L. Clyburn, Door, Sash 
;md lilind Factory pmploycd "25 
hands'".

About 100 p**rson<* \vr>re working 
in th<- piedmont Tobacco Works 
in JS95. TJ)»' jilanl inaik- plug and 
twist tobacco.

misi I'llanerms ii.-nis in.'inii- 
before tlu* turn of the 

were brick ami tilt1 , sad 
dles and harness, and rotlon seed 
MI! products.

The town ffrew. And. compara- 
tively .speaking;, limes \\cr*> good. 
Local investors didn't hesitate to 
plunce their capital inio new \en- 
lures. They reali/^d Rrvk Hill \vas 
hlrsscri <Aiih many ad'.aniHces as 
far fist industry u as concerned, 
I he tr>\\ n n-self \vas \\ell loraled on 
thp hi chest t idcp h*j f\vpen Char- 
loMe nn th*> Snnrhrr-n Ratluav. ]t* 
rlimafp v\fl« cond. It h^rl an ahnnd- 
ant wafer <uipply. Ji was nurrntind- 
ft\ by good farm lands Tt h*»d n

Except for IMP Jan Feinherg 
Hosiery Mill - now out of opera 
tion. 1hf» Rleachery and Samar 
kand \\erc the only t\vo plants to 
h*> opened in tho rity between the 
t\\n uorld wars.

At ihe rnrl nf World War IT, how- 
e\pr, civic Jpaders went, to \\nrk 
tn nhlain fh«» sretatp filament yarn 
spinning plant thp ("Vlanpsp (Vtr- 
pnration nf Amerirfl \\ at planning 
for HIP Smith. TliP deal wa« svuinc 
On FVhrnary 1, 1347 prnnml fT 
th* C'g^ntic plant was broken on

fa 70-acre track on the Rock Hill 
  side of the Cala\vb :i Jtivi'r. To date 

an ostimatr-d SlOO.OOO.OfX) has been 
spmt at tin- Ci'Iriv«-r C'el;tn«se 
Plant. Pi-oduction was begun in 
fhc Mimnn-r of 39J8,

Also since the recont war other 
new industrial concerns have been 
opened in the city. All begvin since 
World Wr-ir IT find no\v in opera 
tion are Iho Da\e Baer Hosiery 
Mill. Kray-Kcld Fabrics Corp., a 
coiTuuualed box factory owned by 
the National (Viptaincr Corpora 
tion, the Inter Chemical Company 
and several nvial and. vvood-work-

Aft*r 1100 Rd pra! milU 
hatids nr were rporzani7**d, but

(hey continued to operate, usually" 
expanding. A wide vanut> of cloth 
was produced in the plants: grry 
u'oods, ginghams, prims, hroad- 
' loths. poplin, ilonims. tirkincs. 
iiui e.ssentiflIK thp finance^ of the 
town were bound to rotlon and the 
inoducis of cotton.

From 1MO until after World War 
F (here was litilp chans[p in the 
town's industrial picture. Rut over
fhr slate til*' co Mr, n rvii 1 K!«*H '-<ui 
tinned tn spread K>'vk lit 11 nad 
hern in tlie vancMarfl of the rot- 
ton textile moxemrnt years before 

- just as it was lo he later m ihf 
migration of textile s>nthetici and 
printing and fmishinc.

Rlpac-hery
In 1^2R the I^owrnslnin Internsi* 

of N*»w York wnrp looking for a 
plant site in tho South. Thrnueh 
the efforts of C. I,. Cobb, W. P. 
f I'Kidman anrl othfr.s, M. Lnwrn- 
st*-in and Sons wnr»» persuaded to 
build in Rock Hill. To/lay thi^ 
plant, the Hock Hill Printing and 
t'iti^hinK C(»mp;if!v, is the laixesl 
concern of its kind under one roof 
in Ilit* w DI Id.

Shoi tly before Worlil War TI 
Samarkand Ktitfs. Inc.. bcnii;ht (mi 
th*> old Wvmojo Mill ncxl in the 
Ulcachcry and bc^an mririut'^etiii - 
inif niRs. Althouirh it< future is in- 
d'-iinilr-. the run mill, foqrther wi;h 
its yarn mill, is still operating in
the citv

Thp industriali/ation of me rn-in- 
fy hasn't been limiler} to ihe Hock 
III 11 area. Today the bm Springs 

( Mills, \vhirh Is in the process of 
; moving hcnflnunrtcrs ft'nm T..in- 

carter to Fort Mill, pre rtm^n-; ihe 
world's la 'cest. There »lso a IT 
mi'in «f VorV. Clnvi-r ar.ri Bowling 
Csrrn, Ani 1 iind«T eonstnirtin-i is 
:, small ; t nitiinE mill at Hickory 
f',--n\ f.

Today the industrial PR> roll of 
Vnck County amounK to «orne S"iOO. 
000 weekly. The county ranks sec 
ond in the *ia!e in 'he amount of 
capital invested in manufacturing. 
The annual valur of products manu 
factured in Ihe entire county rx- 
rfcds


