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Conway. March 28, Colonel Dock 
Alien Spivey, prominent Horry oounty 
citizen known throughout the state,
was honored Friday night March 15th. 
when citizens fiom all walki of life 
fathered at The Peoples National 
Bark of Conway. which institution 
he organized 40 years ago, to celebrate 
the 47th anniversary of his work a* 
organizer, past president and present 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the institution. The spacious bank 
ing quarters recently altered and 
modernized were decorated for the oc 
casion and approximately 1,000 Hor 
ry county folk* gathered to ip«*k 
to Colonel Spivey, inspect the reno 
vated banking auartera and extend 
felicitations. Colonel Spivey, sur 
rounded by letters, telegram*, flow 
ers, trophiea and birthday cake sat 
in his office in the rear of the bank 
and greeted the many lulka who came 
to assist in the celebration. The uni 
que celebration was arranged by the 
officers of the bank. Refreshment* 
were served during th« evening and 
souvenirs distributed.

Born in Horry county, Colonel Spi 
vey gained a scholarship to The Cita 
del back in the earlv 90s where he
 quipped himself for his work, grad 
uating with honors from this institu 
tion Returning to his native home, he 
organized the first bank in Horry 
county, the quarters being in a part 
of the law office of the tat* Colonel 
C. P. QuattJebaum on Main street- 
Within a few year* Colonel Spivey 
had erected on the corner of Main 
street and Fourth avenue the pretent 
quarters of the financial institution 
«nd in connection with the bank had 
built the first brick hotel in Horry 
county, which is atill in active busi- 
near The stockholders of the bank 
later received and now own these 
valuable properties as a bonus on 
their stock. With the exception of 
Sunday and legal holidays the doors 
of Ibis bank have never been closed, 
and with each examination of the 
bank it is rated on the honor roll of 
South Carolina banks, !n 1933 follow 
ing the inauguration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt when a bank 
ing holiday was declared, this bank
 long with others was temporarily 
closed and friends of the institution 
throughout the county jokingly re 
marked that it took the president
 f the United States to close Colonel

Sptvty's bank and the Colonel re 
opened it among the first to be re 
opened.

In addition to his activity as   
I banker. Colonel Spivey organized the 
first Building and Loan association in 
the county, which is still in opera 
tion, and in its long history has never 
had a foreclosure.

Even with ail of these exacting 
activities Colonel Spivey found time 
to serve as a member of the South 
Carolina legislature and ha* twice 
been honored with the aenaiorship 
of his native Horry. His enaeavors 
throughout these years h»v* touched

every section of the county. He spon 
sored the first bonds to be issued for 
road improvement and there is not
a section of Horry county today that 
cannot point to some improvement 
sponsored and brought about by the 
work of Colonel Spivey. Along with 
his public service hu ability was rec 
ognized throughout the state and he 
was offered many places of promi 
nence m larger cities of the state 
with larger remune. ;ition than he was 
leceiving, but invariably after coil' 
aidering the offers he told his friends 
that he could not leave Harry. With 
all of his public activities he did 
not lose sight of his twsonal interest 
and while his modesty will not ad 
mit it just the same it is well known 
that Colonel Spivey u one of the 
wealthiest citizen* of Horry county. 
in fact, in the eastern part of South 
Carolina.

The extant of hit philanthropy it 
not known even to himself. Schools, 
bridges, seashore developments, play 
grounds, libraries, churche* and re 
ligious institutions have received 
ma ny dollars from him. Knowing 
probably more people than any in 
dividual in the county and conver 
sant with local affairs in every sec 
tion of the county. Colonel Spivey 
has almost dally given to individual 
who found themselves in dire finan 
cial circumstances. He has fiven away 
thousands of dollars to individuals 
and in any section of Horry county 
today one can find folks who will 
tell you of how Colonel Spivey came 
to hi* assistance. Probably his most 
interesting experiment was that of 
college students. There art many citi 
zen* today in Southeastern South 
Carolina who owe thejr chance in life 
to Colonel Spivey. He saw to it th»t 
they had a chance in college if they 
desired and remarks with pride to 
day that of the many he helped only 
one or two ever failed him. As a 
Legislator, he was interested in edu 
cation. He recalled the hardships ac 
companying his college career and 
he tried to make it easier for deserv 
ing boys and girls who wanted an 
education. He orought the first sum 
mer school for teachers to Horry 
county. With his va*t business ex 
perience he has been firm in his 
dealings, but always with a kindness 
and, cordiality that won him friends. 
When asked the other night how he 
invariably came out successful in his 
endeavors he said with due modesty: 
"Well. I haven't always done that  
sometimes I had heartache*; some 
time* I was dt-iappointed, but after 
All I waa human. I knew human 
nature, I trusted folks and they trust 
ed me and working together we cam* 
through all right."

In a reminiscent mood the other 
night at the party given In his honor,, 
he said, "Back in the days of the. 
depression whe banks in every >ec-,
tton were failing, I was worried. 1 
never let th* sunrise find me in bed, 
1 came to my deck and talked with 
folks. I listened to their views ana 
oftentimes as I sat at my desk I saw 
old friends come to tha bank door 
who had savings in the bank, 1 knew 
how hard they had worked for these 
savings. I knew of the privations that 
had come to them in saving «ome 
money and oftentimes I felt they had 
come for their money, One man J 
recall he. came early one morning 
jiut after many banks in the state, 
had Closed. He wore a hickory shirt. * 
brogan show, wide galluaea and patch-J 
ed pants, I knew of my personalt

knowledge that the old gentleman 
and hu faithful wife had made many 
sacrifices to accumulate a small coin   
petency. I was sure he had come 
for his savings. We greeted each 
other, and finally, thinking I could 
make it easier for him I said. "Well, 
Mr.        , you c«m« for your 
money. He replied, 'No. Colonel, it's 
been safe, here all these years, my 
wife and myself talked it over and 
we had rather have these funds saved 
for our last years m your bank than 
under our pillows.' " Colonel Spivey 
told with tears m his eye*. A few 
years ago this good friend passed on 
to his eternal reward and there in 
in Colonel Spivey 's bank was a large 
sum of money sweated out on a sir*U 
Horry county farm by one of God's 
noblemen. The Colonel aaid he could 
give many more instances, but that 
through ail of the depression not one. 
depositor came for his savings, ' 

Colonel Spivey planned for his bank' 
all these years. Today his son, Collins 
A. Spivey. a Citadel graduate, is the 
head of this institution and almost 

.daily when some customer comes to 
(the bank to transact business he pass- 
;es through the door of the president's 
office to that of the chairman of the 
board of directors. Colonel 0. A. Spi- 

,vey. and tell* him, 'Colonel. I just 
1 happened to be down, have trans- 
acted my business, but wanted to 

(drop In and shake your hand." And 
;so down to old age, the friends, their 
'sons, daughters, grandsons and grand* 
daughters come through the door and 
shake the hand of their friend. Ha; 
enjoys this, and these later yean 
find him mellow and grateful. Truly j 
his works have not been in vain. j


