
WITH LINCOLN ELECTION

Judge Magrath 'Threw 
The Tea Overboard9

By GEORGE TAYLOR RANDOLPH

/YNE OF THE MOST dramatic 
\J. incidents in the history of our 
State transpired on 7 November 
1B60 exactly 100 years ago to 
morrow.

During these day* preceding 
the celebration of the Confederate 
War centennial, it ia Rood lor  § 
to acsjnalnt ourselves with con 
ditions prevailing before Sooth 
rimhns and the other itiln 
seceded.

Durfcig the campaign ol 1MB, the 
State of South ChroUm tad been 
overwhelmincty in favor of the 
"Democratic" ticket which of 
fered John C. Brecfcmridge of 
Kentucky, the current vice-presi- 
dent, far the office of Presatoit 
of the United States.

There were three other candi 
dates, and campaign oratory bad 
covered aU men and all propoaafti 
thoroughly. Sentiment had been 
running Ugh.

Reach the Uttimmte
Final returns were am 

on 6 November. Mr. Lincoln 
Southern states had much 
dignified appellations for Urn   
bad won the necessary votes of
the states. Many Southerners be 
lieved that the ultimate had been 
reached. There seemed to be no 
turning bade.

On the day following the news 
of Lincoln'g election, the Federal

l District Court convened in Charles 
ton. The courtroom in those days 
was located in Vedder Hall, the 
building at 23 Coalmen Street, 
The courtroom was on the second 
floor. Judge Andrew Gordon Ma 

grath (pronounced "Mtsb-Graw**) 
was presiding.

Judge Magrath was a highly re 
spected Chariesfcmian and Jurist, 
having been educated at Harvard 
and having su uul for some years

with distinction. Ten yean earl 
ier, he had cautioned the people 
against their radical leaders, had 
counseled against secession, had 
been a leader for patient and or 
derly action ramer than turmoil or 
secession. Hi advice was sought 
by many, his opinions i 
by an.

Jury Resignation
After calling O* court to order, 

Judge Magrath turned to the im 
panelled Grand Jury to hear it* 
presentments. Toe foreman was 
Robert Gourdin (pronounced gur- 
DINE) who, after referring to 
the result of the election and re 
marking that the Union was 
doomed, s.in*j"""d that, "in these
extraordinary circumstances, the 
grand Jury respectfully declines 
to proceed with the presentments."

Tins, of eowse. amounted to 
saying that the grand jury was 
resigning from the court. Judge 
Magrath, who evidently had fore 
knowledge of Gourdin's senti 
ments, did not appear surprised. 
Indeed, the sharp features of nls 
swarthy face did not change ex 
pression.

Solemnly, be rose In his place, 
addressed his remarks to Mr. 
Gourdin, and calmly resigned his 
position. His speech was short. 
"We are about to separate with 
others because they have broken 
covenant with us. Let us all re 
solve to keep faith wife one an 
other"

The witnesses stirred, impressed 
with the drama of the occasion. 
A reporter from the Charleston 
Mercury, forewarned to expect 
the unusual, strained to hear 
every word.

Temple Cloted
  So far as I am concerned," 

said the judge to the shockM Kst- 
enen, "the Temple of Justice.

his services lo the State as soon 
as it seceded and be was appoint 
ed as Secretary of State. After 
the Confederacy was formed, ne 
was rtfisbjiafftl as federal district 
judge (the rery same position be 
had held under the United Stales) 
under the Confederate States of 
America.

He served usM the end of
at what* time be was named gov 
ernor of the Stale. After oV war 
he resumed hat law practice 
Chaleston, but he Bever heid pub 
lic office after 1865.

Revolt Initimt*^
Judge Magrath, formerly one 

who had counseled calmness and 
detfberatfon, had, by this dramatic 
action, signified his shift towards 
the ranks of the secessiunwte, tt 
is bettered that many were 
swayed to foHow him. H«t in 
fluence was great.

In the wake of this action, the 
Mercury announced that "the tea 
has been thrown overboard. Th« 
revolution of 1«68 has been mrti- 
ated."

And it happened in Charleston, 
a bundled years ago tomorrow.

Voters in the election of I860—the year Abraham Lincoln was elected Pre> 
ident—ca*t ballots in voting placet such as this. (AP Newsfeatures Photo).

raised under the Constitution of 
the United States, is now closed. 
. . .1 thank God that its doors have 
been dosed before its altar has 
been desecrated with sacrifices to 
tyranny." So saying, the judge dis 
carded bhi siVcea Ju*cfal robe and 
left the room. For sot months, 
there was no federal court in 
Charleston.

After the war, a marker was 
placed on the building. The bund* 
ing itself was later converted into 
a school for the children of war 
veterans. The bunding stfll stands: 
Vedder Hall, 25 Chabners Street.

The sequel to the story is al 
most a* interesting as the story ^ 

";i<3ge Magrath tendered

THE SMTf M404ZWE

Judge Andrew Gordon Magrath, the federal judge 
in Charleston in i860, resigned after Lincoln wat 
elected president. He later held a similar office an 
a judge in the Confederacy. (Staff Photo by Woolfe).


