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The git* and the importance of the 
public whit* high schools in South
Carolina ar* suggested by the fol 
lowing figures, showing the 1939-40 
enrolment by grades and sex;

irnlment In accredited Negro

should help to keep in high school 
[until graduation those who might, for 
superficial reasons* be tempted to stop 
their high school careers. It is en 
couraging to learn that a number of 
high schools have recently under-

schools of. South Carolina for 1939-40 taken studio of their "school
is shown in this table:

Boyg Girls
ftth grade . . . 1.114 1.910
9th grade . . . MB 1,500
10th grade ... «W Utt

leaven," not confining their research
Total *  

3 024

t*ie ' r graduates. These studies 
throw some light upon the

2 Tfi2 reason* why our high school boya and

1 827 *' r ' 5 before they have received
llth grade. . . 4ffl l!oi9 1JOT *«*[. ^l?0 ' Of the 13,092 enrolled

____ ; in the eleventh grade for the session 
"'1930-40. 10,717 received their diplomas 

When the special students are elimi 
nated from the eleventh grade enrol- 

Hata show that approxi-

Totals ... ... 3,128 5.592 8.720
The total enrolment in our Negro

8th grade. 
19th grade. 
110th grade, 
.llth grade.

Special*. .

Boys
11.085
8.519
7.143
5.836

Girls
11,301
9274
8.264
7,256

Total 
22.3W 
17,793 
15,407 
13,092

32.583 36,095
The percentage of boys was 47.5 per 

cent, a slight gain, but the propor 
tion of boys to girls has changed lit 
tle since the 1921, 1931 and 1934 data. 
While the high school enrolment has 
increased by approximately 40 per 
cent in the past five years, the num 
ber of special pupils has increased 
by 294 per cent. Although most of 
these special pupils hold state high 
school diplomats, this large Rain in 
the number of post graduate students 
may be attributed to a better "hold 
ing power" of the high schools, as 
well as to the change in the age limits 
of the attendance laws and to 
changed policies on the part of indus 
try, which, in many instances, will 
no longer employ young people until 
EEey" have reached their eighteenth 
birthday. The majority of these
 pedal students are taking commer 
cial courses in the high schools, hut 
as time goes on. it may be anticipated 
that due to the '-mpingement of the 
tfYA, CCC and national defence 
training programs, the public high
 chonfo will provide additional, more 
adequate courses for thes* special 
students. At present, our publ ic 
school system of  ducalion under the 
national defense program, whereby it
   made responsible for certain areas 
of training heretofore provided by 
other agencies, must meet the

accred.ted public high schools has ment
more than doubled in the past five mntely 13 p*r cent failed to graduate. 
years, the total for ,934-35 being 3.785, It must be horne in miml however. 
and for 1939-40 being 8,720. more than ^^ !mproved economic conditions 
100 per cent gam. At present, there have tempted some of this number 
are 39 accredited Negro high schools. to ittve More they graduated. 
almost for each of the 40 counties. Neverth-lrsa. it is the feciing of th

notable increase in the number re-, writfrr that ^ percentage of loss in 
ported for the school year. 1928-29. ,,he final of hj h school u 8ti]1 
whej\ three Negro nigh schools were : too high. 
luted as being accredited. If pres- . 
ent trends continue, it will not be

graduates has increased during the 
past five years from 27 per cent to 
35 per cent, although the enrolment 
has increased at a much faster pace. | 
The trend in 1935. where the per 
centage of graduates was increasing! 
more rapidly than the gain in the en 
rolment, has been reversed in 1939*40. 
Of course, it must he understood that I 
the graduates of 1935 were those whol 
entered high school in the midst of] 
the depression, having, in many in-, 
stances, nothing else to do, while the) 
graduates of 1940 are thnse who en 
tered high school after the tide of the. 
depression had been definitely turned.: 
Opportunities other than in school 
existed for youth tn 1935, such a* I 
NYA, CCC, WPA, which may ac-j 
count m some measure for this re-, 
versal of the trend.

Ten years ago there were 40 high] 
schools having enrolled fewer thanl 
50. Five years ago there were 32.! 
In 1939-40 there were 17. In the 
category of 50 through 100 enrolled] 
the number has decreased from 118,_, . . .   ~_ ..   ...,-. ..        ̂̂, ,.  ...   _ 

, The P r cenf «aln of «> r lnient mj in -934.35 tn 91 for ^e Khool seas ion 
long before there will he it least one 1934 '^ over the previous four years, juit concl uded. The 1M through ISO
Negro accredited public whool in

of the counties The improve-,   
ment in this phase of Negro educa- !wa* '"

gain nwas 22, while the per cent 
over Ihe previous 
a marked increase. This

bracket has increased from 49 to 72,1 
The only decreases in number in sizes] 
of schools have been in the fewer!

linn may be attributed in large meas-: Probably ^due to _«veral factors: lnan M( 50 through 100 and the 151|
""*" through 200 brackets. It has been I 

shown in study after study that al 
more suitable program of studies,  ]

inn mav e ariue n arge meas- 
ure to the unt.ring efforts of the state J 11 1 *' chuan«e '" *P limu. br«kets

agents for Negro school*. J. B. F« 
and W. A- Schiffley; the county su-

 f uth* *ho01 
to

-'tendance 
seven

.law from

niMj T« . *-•>• •_rvii*i*.4« j i u *v: t*j \jsifcj SB-U-, , - . _ _»•_ i_- -*--w if* vvv>—»• —» v**..,.^,, «•

perintendents of education and the' dunn«. tne period covered by this more effjcj«it school organization,
local boards of trustees and school comparison, .changed policies on the, better equipped buildings and better
administrators. U will be noticed part of _*>""»« »n<* industry witn paid facu ! t j es obtain in the largerlithl
that, a. for the white high schools, 
thc enrolment decreases appreciably 
from grade to grade.

respect to the employment of grad-
uate* of hl«h increasingly. 
**"«  «onom.c and social conditions.

«. ....... , L . L. i ant* * richer program of studies pro-
Of 19.583 student who entered high Vlding more adequate | v for tne needs

school in the eighth grade in 1937. , uf i flrRe majority of high schoo]
10,717. or approximately 55 per cent youlh who never enlcr college 
(54.7 per cent) were graduated, a loss
in four years of 45 per cent. A re- It U gratifying to note that the

five yean from 33 per cent to 37 per 
cent of the high school graduates en- 
trred collrge. or about one-third. It 
will thus he seen that of those who 
entered high school in 1937. w>me 
82 per cent will nnt go to college 
In 1935 practically the came conditions 
obtained, for in that year some 45 per 
cent of pupils entering the eighth 
grade in 1931 failed to graduate with 
the class in 1935.

The data submitted to this office 
do not indicate the reasons for this 
elimination. Some of it is undoubt 
edly due to the failure of schools to 
provide programs of studies that meet 
adequately the needs of non-college
preparatory students. Much of it is

cuvm, musi mcvi uir ciiai- , , ,, , . i_ , _  .  _-_.;_ __ ., ,. _ . ... -also orobably due to lack of economic enge, or'these other agencies will, of' F* W» J
necessity, due to changed economic ability on the part of parents to con- 
and social conditions, be given thettinue the higher education of their

children. Again, as in 1935, since one- 
third of those now graduating go on

«  a vua j *-«   ^ ^*» ^"* r**1 * ^^»«  -.   «  fr* *t i - \ t
cent survey shows that for the pa*t j elfect» <* the depr«Rlon h.ve been

*

of training our youth in certain"1 
fields of education on the secondary 
school level. elimination 

consisted of
from 
more

high 
than

to college,
school has
one-half of
tory group.
tively recent passage of a new school
attendance law, the raising of the age

the non-college prepara 
However, the compara 

arrested and that the pupil-teacher 
ratio has dropped from 26 in 1934-35 
to 23.5 for 1939-40.

The number of teachers during the 
five-year nerind increased from 1.976 
in 1935 to 2.916 in 1940, a gain of 53 
per cent. This means that the high 
schools are again better able to pro-l 
vide for individual pupil differences. 
Ai m 1935 schools wilh enrolment of| 
less than 100 pupils have not been af-, 
fected as have the larger schools.

This office frequently receives re- j 
quests for information as to the num 
ber of high school graduates entering; 
college. This inquiry, of course, 
not the most fundamental, because a | 
more pertinent request would be , 
what percentage of those who enter I 
high school go to college? In the 1939j
annual report of the state superin 
tendent of education it has been 
shown that for the period 1934-1939, 
34 per cent of the high school grad 
uates entered college. It has also been] 
shown that approximately one pupil 
out of every five entering high school. 
enters college .The number of high] 
school graduates has increased from

high schools. If the present trend 
continues, it should not be very long| 
before accredited high schools en 
rolling fewer than 50 will have com 
pletely disappeared. It may b* well 
to ask whether or not it is no wtime 
for the state board of education to) 
revise upward its limits for state ac 
credited high schools to the effect! 
that in order to be accredited a high 
school shall have a minimum enrol-1 
ment of 83 with at least four full- 
time teachers.

limits of compulsory school attend- 7,974 to 10.717, a gain of 35 per cent,! 
|anc« from 14 to 16 years, the changed [ which has paralleled the per cent gain


