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Increases

Noted for
Both Races

BY WILLIAM D. NIXON,
High School Supervisor, State
Department of Edueation

The size and the importange of the
public white high schools in South
Carolina are suggested by the fol-

lowing figures, showing the 1939-40

enrolment by grades and sex:
Boys Girls
11,085

8.519

8th grade. . .
Sth grade., , .
10th grade. ., .
11th grade. . .

Specials. . . . ...... ......

The percentage of boys was 41.5 per
cent, a slight gain, but the propor-
tion of boys to girls has changed lit-
tle since the 1921, 1931 and 1934 data.
While the high school enrolment has
increased by approximately 40 per’
lcent in the past five years, the num- |

Enrolment in accredited Negro hig
schools of South Carolina for 1939-40
is shown in this table:

Boys Girls Total
fth grade . . . 1114 1910 3.024
gth 'fﬂdﬁ T ) 862 l.m 9
10th grade . . , 664 1163 1827
lith grade, ., . 488 1,019 1,507

———  ———

Totals ... ... 3,128 5502 8,720

The total enrolment in our Negro
accredited publie high schools has
more than doubled in the past five
years, the total for 1934-35 being 3,785,
and for 1939-40 being 8,720, more than
100 per cent gain. At present, there
are 39 accredited Negro high schools,
almost for each of the 40 counties,

|a notable increase in the number re-

ported for the school year, -29,
when three Negro high schools were
listed as being accredited. If pres-
ent trends continue, it will not be
long before there will be at least one
Negro accredited public school in
ach of the countiess. The improve-
ent in this phase of Negro educa-
tion may be attributed in large meas-
ure to the untiring efforts of the state
agents for Negro schools, J. B. Felton
and W. A. Schiffley; the county su-
perintendents of education and the
local boards of trustees and schoo
administrators, It will be noticed

their high school careers. It is en-
couraging to learn that a number of
high schools have recently under-
taken studies of their “school

leavers,” not confining their research
to their graduates. These studies
should throw some light upon the
reasons why our high school boys and
girls quit before they have received
their diplomas. Of the 13,092 enrolled
lin the eleventh grade for the session
[1930-40, 10,717 received their diplomas.
When the special students are elimi-
'nlted from the eleventh grade enrol-
ment, the data show that approxi-
mately 13 per cent failed to graduate,
It must be borne in mind, however,
that improved economic conditions
have tempted some of this number
to leave before they graduated.
Nevertholess, it is the feeling of the
|writer that this percentage of loss in
|the final year of high school is still
[too high.
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has increased at a much faster paee.
The trend in 1935, where the per-
centage of graduates was increasing
more rapidly than the gain in the en-
rolment, has been reversed in 1939-40,
Of course, it must be understood that
the graduates of 1935 were those who
entered high school in the midst of
the depression, having, in many in-
stances, nothing else to do, while the
graduates of 1940 are those who en-
tered high school after the tide of the
depression had been definitely turned,
Opportunities other than in school
existed for youth in 1935, such as
NYA, CCC, WPA, which may ac-
count in some measure for this re-
versal of the trend.

Ten years ago there were 40 high
schools having enrolled fewer than
50. Five years ago there were 32,
In 1939-40 there were 17. In the
calegory of 50 through 100 enrolled
the number has decreased from 118

| The per cent gain of enrolment infiy +934.35 to 81 for the school session
1934-35 over the previous four years|j<t concluded. The 101 through 150

was 22, while the per cent gain in
(1939-40 over the previous fi years
|was 3, a marked increase, is is
|probably due to several [factors:
'namely, change in age limit brackets
jof the school attendance law from
|eight to 14 years to seven 1o 16 years
during the period covered by this
'comparison, changed policies on the
{part of business and industry with

of special pupils has increased |that, as for the white high schools, T®Pect to the employment of grad-

204 per cent. Although most of |

1 special pupils hold state high
school diplomats, this large gain in|
the number of post graduate students |
y be attributed to a better “hold-

ing power” of the high schools, as
well as to the change in the age limits |
the attendance laws and fto!
thanged policies on the part of indus-
, Which, in many instances, will

no longer employ young people until
th ve reached their eighteenth
birthday. The majority of these
special students are taking commer-
ial courses in the high schools, but
time goes on, it may be anticipated

hat due to the ‘mpingement of the
A, CCC and national defense
raining programs, the public high
hools will provide additional, more
te courses for these special
hudents. At present, our public
thool system of aducation under the
tional defense program, whereby it
made responsible for certain areas
traiping heretofore provided by

other agencies, must meet the chal-
ge, orsthese other agencies will, of |
necessity, due to changed economic|
social conditions, be given the|

of training our youth in certain
ds of education on the secondary

e
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the enrolment decreases appreciably
from grade to grade.

Of 19,583 students who entered high
school in the eighth grade in 1937,
10,717, or approximately 55 per cent

||(54.7 per cent) were graduated, a loss

in four years of 45 per cent. A re-
cent survey shows that for the past
five years from 33 per cent to 37 per
cent of the high school graduates en-
tered college, or about one-third, It
will thus be seen that of those who
entered high school in 1937, some
82 per cent will not go to college.

In 1935 practically the same conditions |

obtained, for in that year some 45 per
cent of pupils entering the eighth
grade in 1931 failed to graduate with
the class in 1935.

The data submitted to this office
do not indicate the reasons for this
elimination. Some of it is undoubt-
edly due to the failure of schools to
provide programs of studies that meet
adequately the needs of non-college
preparatory students, Much of it is
also probably due to lack of economic
ability on the part of parents to con-
tinue the higher education of their
children. Again, as in 1935, since one-

third of those now graduating go on
to college, elimination from high

school has consisted of more than |

one-half of the non-college prepara-
tory group. However, the compara-
tively recent passage of a new school

law, the raising of the age

a
limits of compulsory school attend-
ance from 14 to 16 years, the changed

|uates of high schools, increasingly
| better economic and social conditions,
|and a richer program of studies pro-
’viding more adequately for the needs
lof that large majority of high school
vouth who never enter college.

It is gratifying to note that the
effects of the depression have been
arrested and that the pupil-teacher
‘ratio has dropped from 26 in 1934-35
|to 235 for 1939-40.
| The number of teachers during the
{five-year period increased from 1,976
lin 1935 to 2,916 in 1M0, a gain of 53
iiper cent. This means that the high
ischools are again better able to pro-
vide for individual pupil differences,
As in 1935 schools with enrolment of
less than 100 pupils have not been af-
fected as have the larger schools.

This office frequently receives re-
quests for information as to the num-
. ber of high school graduates entering

college. This inquiry, of course, is
not the most fundamental, because a
more pertinent request would be—
what percentage of those who enter
high school go to college? In the 1939

annual report of the state superin-
tendent of education it has been
shown that for the period 1934-1939,

34 per cent of the high school grad-|

uates entered college. It has also been
shown that approximately one pupil
{out of every five entering high school
enters college . The number of high
school graduates has increased from
7974 to 10,717, a gain of 35 per cent,
which has paralleled the per cent gain

bracket has increased from 49 to 72
The only decreases in number in sizes
of schools have been in the fewer
than 50, 50 through 100 and the 151
through 200 brackets. It has been
shown in study after study that a
more suitable program of studies, a
more efficient school organization,
better equipped buildings and bette
paid faculties obtain in the larger
high schools. If the present trend
continues, it should not be very long
before accredited high schools en-
rolling fewer than 50 will have com-
pletely disappeared. It may be well
to ask whether or not it is no wtime
for the state board of education to
revise upward its limits for state ac-
credited high schools to the effect
that in order to be accredited a high
school shall have a minimum enrol-
ment of 83 with at least four full-
time teachers,




