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Second Citizens Conference
^ ,,  On Library Needs of State
Tht proceedings of the Second 

Citizens' conference on the Library 
Needs of South Carolina called by 
the State Library board and held 
at th* University of South Carolina 
last month have been compilkd, and 
they show effectively the interest 
being taken in this important field. 

Program.
11:00 A. M : Opening session, mus 

eum room of the University library. 
Presiding. Marion A. Wright. chair 
man, State Library board. Speakers: 
Dr. E. W. Sikes, presidon'., Clemson 
college; the aftermath cf the Clem- 
son conference; Mrs. Margaret Davies, 
state director of Women's work. WPA. 
"State WPA Library Project." W. 
Agnew, secretary, state grange, "The 
Need for Library Service in a Rural 
Community"; Mrs. J. L. Williams. 
state president. Farm Women's coun 
cil, "Books and the Rural Woman"; 
E. A. Webster, trustee, public library. 
Greenville. "The Library in a Textile 
Community"; Miss Wil Lou Gray, 
South Carolina supervisor of Adult 
education, "Libraries and Adult 
Education."

1:30 P. M.: Luncheon meeting in 
woman's building. Speaker. Dr. H. 
N. Snyder, president, Wofford col 
lege.

Proceedings.
The conference was called to order 

in the museum room of the library 
of the University of South Carolina 
at 11 a. m., Wednesday, January 8. 
by Marion A. Wright, chairman of 
the State Library board.

Mr. Wright: The reading habit Is 
necessary for the continuance of 
democracy and libraries are neces- 

  sary to make this habit possible wTwo 
years ago there was held at Clemson 

if college a Citizens' conference on the 
Library Needs of South Carolina. 
called DV President Sikes, which was 
one of the most interesting and stim 
ulating meetings I ever attended. We 

, have in the slate in the Slate Library 
t board an agency, charged with the 

development of libraries in the state 
but that board is without a war chest 
or the sinews of war. The purpose 
of this second Citizens' conference 
is to gather together the citizens of 
the state who are not professional 
librarians but are interested in the 
library movement to discuss present 
conditions and consider next steps in 
the development of the library pro 
gram.

Ten minutes will be allowed each 
speaker to present his subject after 
which there will be ten minutes for 
discussion. Dr. E. W. Sikes. presi 
dent of Clemson college, will speak 
on the subject. "The Aftermath of 
the Clemson Conference."

Dr. Siker. Neither the bad weather 
. of the day of the last meeting nor 
that of the present day proved suf 
ficient to prevent a great show of 

I interest as registered in the atten 
dance. Plans for concrete action were 
laid In the last meeting. Interested 
citizens of Oconee. Pickrns and An- 
derson counties held a follow-up 
meeting a liUle later at which there 
was an attendance nf around 400 
people. A small tax for a rural li- 

i nrary truck system was urjced arid 
; Oconee county put on a program of 
an election to achieve this end. A 

I library truck from Greenville Public 
[library was used for display pur- 
I poses and the radio in Greenville 
was used for additional publicity. 

[The election was, lost through the op 

position of the community that nred- ,   
ed library service most. A man who \. »d mental life of peonle without 
was not a collcgp graduate champion- library facilities show the effect of 
ed the cause an > urged hi» workers \ fading matter when they receive it 
to do likewise South Carolina needs t fh» work of the grange tn starting 
more emphasis on the neglected field I i circulating Horary tn Anoeviue 
of the education of adufts. Rural and »unty w outstanding. This county 
town libraries can a«d should put! Ms five different "ranges at five dif- 
on programs of this type of educa-1 'went points The president of

r • « i . i . • '__ d _ _ _ — _• Frmv- 1 vtA f+fil IA«*A Hi-ant *rt t HA \tion. Adult education is not a new 
idea as the Greeks taught adults and 
they were instructed during the 
Middle Aces.

Erskine college went to the WPA 
ind tried to get   librarv protect 
rtarted hut was not successful The 
grange appointed H committee to flan

1 went to New York ami held an   circulating library. Erskine college 
interview with the Carnegie corpora- \ furnished some^ books ^ the Seaboard 
tion and asked that a demonstration'

1 of rural library service be put on in 
; South Carolina. The corporation 

showed interest and later sent a re 
presentative to study the situation 

i m South Carolina. Their representa- 
1 live was interested, not as much in 

countv libraries, as in the regional 
system, the organization of which had 

1 been attempted m Oconee. Pickens 
and Andcrson counties.

Mr. Wrighl: The recent months 
f have witnessed great activity on the 
[part nf the federal government, part 
* of which activity has affected lib 

raries. Mrs. Margaret Davies. state 
v director of Women's work for the 
1 works progress administration, .will 
speak on. "The State WPA Library 
Project

Mrs. Davies: The seed for the proj 
ect was planted under the old ERA 
bv Miss Mary E. Frayser of Rock' 
Hill. Miss Fannie Taber. librarian 
of Greenville public library, wrote 

I and tried to get a project started. 1 
called Miss Taber when the WPA 
started and requested a plan, which 
was given, and the project was start 
ed. Funds arc for work done in 
libraries and not for the purchase of 
books. Miss Ida Belle En trek tn has 
been selected to head the work. The 
irlea back of the project is to show 
the people of the county how much 
libraries are needed so that they can 
influence their delegations to obtain 
peimanent support. The work is 
divided by counties and co-operation 
oelween counties U not very popu 
lar. Each countv has submitted a 
project and the whole state is divided 
into four main districts. An attempt 
Is made to link up individual county 
projects within the district The labor 
is largely unkilled and ten per cent, 
of the total number employed do 
not necessarily have to be on relief 
rolls.

Federal Projects.
Miss Ida Belle Entrekm: I think 

'.he co-operation the workers on the 
projects are receiving from library 
Tiindcd groups throughout the state 
s to be highly commended,

Mr. Wrignt: Are there any ques 
tions on Mrs. D»viffl' and Mis* En- 
trekin's remarks?

library was used, and donations 
solicited. No funds are available hut 
the countv agents have agreed to 
transport the books for a year. Dona 
tions of suitable material will be 
greatly appreciated.

Mr. Weight; I will now call on 
David R. Coker of HarUviUe, M
is very familiar with the rural prob 
lems of our state.

Mr. Coker: Education is of primary 
importance and reading is an ex 
cellent method ol education. The 
agricultural population of South 
Carolina has few facilities for keep 
ing abreast of the times. Everyone 
should keep up with advancing 
thought and the person who does 
not read drifts behind in his pro 
fession. The advance of civilization 
depends on keeping the minds of 
the citizens informed. Darlington 
county is trying to aid adult educa 
tion. Pictures, reading matter, and 
the intelligent use of the radio are 
means of educating adults.

Mr Wright: I would tike to have 
additional discussion.

Miss Tommie Dora Barker, regional 
field agent for the South for the 
American Library association: I 
would like to hear Mri. Ha good Bos- 
tick, librarian of the Richland county 
public library and secretary of the 
State Library board, tell about Robert 
Lewis.

About Young Lewis. 
Mrs. Bostick: The picture of Robert 

Lewis of Columbia, appeared in the 
rotogravure section* of the leading 
papers of the nation and he received 
wide publicity as the first person in 
America to discover the new star. 
Nova Herculis. Lewis, an 18-year-old 
high school student, built a telescope 
from information obtained from a 
book in the Rjchland County Public 
library. Other astronomy books in 
the library aided him in his study. 
One afternoon while delivering 
papers, Lewis noticed a new star 
in the sky and telegraphed to Har 
vard. His discovery was relayed to 
the University of Virginia. The star 
had already been noticed by an as 
tronomer in England but Lewis was 
the first person who saw it in the

Mrs. St, Pierre Hoge: I would like ! United Slates Lewis gave credit to j 
to ask Mrs. Davies how to start a jh* Richland County Public library!
tarveling library.

Mrs. Davies: In Pickeiw county a 
the If has been put on the school 
buses and WPA workers are sta 
tioned at various places to handle the 
books thus distributed.

Mr. Wright: The interest nf the 
itate grange at the Clemson meet- 
ng was great, and W. Agnew. secre- 
ary of the state granee. will speak 
>n, "The Need for Library Service 
n the Rural Community."

Mr. Agnew: I am greatly interested 
ji rural libraries. Just as under 
nourished children show the effect 
 >f good food and treatment when 
Jwy receive it, so the undernourish-

for aiding him with books on as 
tronomy. As a result of his dis- , 
covery. he was awarded two year-^ 
scholarship to the University of South | 
Carolina and then is to receive a 
fellowship at the University of Vir 
ginia.

Mr. Wright: This example epit 
omizes all library service, Ihe library 
acts as a telescope to gather aft 
knowledge to us. I would like to 
appoint the committee on resolution! 
and ask them to report at the lunch 
eon meeting Dr. S. M. Derrick of 
the University of South Carolina. 
chairman; Mrs. S 0. Plowden of

.
Ifclzell; E. A. Webster of Greenville., 
Mrs. J. L. Williams, state president. 
Farm Women's council, will speak . 
on the subject, "Books and the Rural 
Woman."

Mrs. Williams: I feel that no argu 
ment is needed to convince this audi 
ence that books are essential for more 
abundant rural living, but for the 
sake of the more than 15.000 rural 
women whom I have the honor to 
represent I do seek to convince you 
that rural women have* a ria'.it to 
«nd are desirous of oht.nmnR the 
broadening influence of books*!

Theodore Roosevelt once said some-* 
: thing like this: "Measured in terms 

of iis influence on the national life 
there is no more important family 

' than the farmer's family, no more 
important home than th« farm home." 
And Franklin D. Roosevelt has shown 
his interest in the "arm family by 
the manner in which he has handled 
the farm situation. During the last 
few years there has been a general 
awakening to the importance of the 
farm family in any scheme for re 
storing national prosperity. Presi 
dent Roosevelt sooke the sober truth 

. when he said that farm relief was 
essential not merclv for f^rm pros 
perity, but for national well being.

You may be asking yourselves just 
what relr.tion does this bear to my 
subject. ' B-x>ks and the Rural Worn- 
en." I am merely trying tu show 
vou that the farm homes of America 
have made significant contribution* 
to the nation, am on* them heinj 
courage. ideal'sm. a faith in educa 
tion. Farm homis are responsible 
for about one-half our retail trndc;; 
they contnbi't? to national len'ler- 
ship: their children heln to build 
our cities; when. then, rural people 
rsk for some return* in t?nrs of help 
for rural schools, libraries, and other 
public utilities. Ihs-y are not asking 
a favor; ihov are only asking for 
what is best for the nation as a 
whole

On the wall of the Library ol 
Congress in Washington arc "thest- 
words. "The foundation of every state 
is its youth." Thi rural woman is 
interested in the education of her 
children. She feel* that if agricul 
ture and rural life are to hold their 
own in the future, then the young 
people of today must be more ef 
ficiently trained-than any generation 
that came before them. And this 
training must not end with tbe class 
room. The public library offers a 
means of continuing an education that 
was h*gun in the public schools. It 
is still a prevalent notion that to 
have an education one must have 
a classroom and an instructor, but 
libraries are introducing the idea that 
education may be gained through 
readme. inspiration and mcnt-tl 
growth that mav be attained by read 
ing. The rural woman realizes ihut 
the children of today are the kadcrs 
of tomorrow, and that the fight for 
satisfactory returns from agriculture 
will be won or lost now, as our boys 
and girls arc fitted for that leader 
ship. ,

It is not only in the training of 
her children that the rural woman is 
seeking the help of books. She finds 
in reading a means of continuing her 
own education. Many rural women 
have not had the training that comes 
from classrooms and trained instruc 
tors, and they are deenly interested 
in books which bromlcn their mental 
horizons, and which heln thtm to lay 
the foundation for the physical, 
rrentaj and spiritual well being of 
their families Many rural women. 
tori, have hobbies which rcaftin^ helps 
thtm IT develop. These hobble* often 
prove a source of economic b«nefit 
to the family. Book* of run mak- 
iAg. flower culture, bee keeping, gar- 
ffninp. poultry, home making, and 
marketing provide keys which Un-1 
l'»ck for farm homemakers

economic independence. The great 
pity is that these books are relative 
ly hard for farm women to obtain.

Rural Women Interested. 
That rural women are interested 

in continuing their traininR is amply ! 
nroved by the  'umber enrolling in I 
Home Demonstration clubs; a num- ' ' 
her that is steadilv growing as fast 
as instructors can be provided for ' 
additional groups At present we i 
have over 15.000 farm women who   
are continuing their education through . 
Home Demonstration clubs. Realizing] 
the hunger for reading material in J 
these groups, several years ago the f 
education chairman nf the state; 
council recommended the establish-j 
ment of magazine and book exchanges i 
among the members. The idea met 1 
with instant approval, and at the j 
present time all over our state there , 
is seldom a Home Demonstration 
club meeting without a too an rx- [ 
change of books or raafiynnes. Yes. « 
rural women are rending. With mod- j 
ern equipment in their homes, and I. 
because they ir* more efficient home- 
tnnkers. they have more leisure time 
in which tq Improve themselves, and | 
they are spending much of this time 
with reading material. But this read- ! 
ing needs to be directed by the wise j 
librarian, and the right kind of read- , 
ing material furnished that will make I 
for better cituanahip by m

readers to arive at intelligent con 
clusions.

Do rural women want library facili 
ties? The State council has for two 
years as a part of its legislative pro 
gram advocated the establishment of 
library facilities for rural people, and 
judging by the reports that were 
sent to the president last year, and 
also by the requests coming in for 
talks on this subject, rural women 
are deeply concerned over obtaining 
this service. Just to mention a few 
counties selected at random: Fair- 
field had a speech at council meet 
ing on the library movement; Hamp 
ton reports, ''We are working for 
county library"; York reports library 
movement is making wonderful pro* 
gress; Lancaster reports Ubrary move 
ment is sponsored; Orange burg, 
Greenwood and Saluda are working 
for library facilities; Diilon council 
women donated a handsome collec 
tion of books to their library; Aiken 
has secured an appropriation of (300 
for a library demonstration; Darling 
ton farm women raised $25 in each 
club in the county to start a rural 
library truck (and I might add by 
way of parenthesis, that when those 
Darlington farm women make up 
their minds to go places and do 
things they usually accomplish what 
they set out to do. I nave been 
told that they gave the county dele 
gation a turkey dinner, and then dis 
cussed the library truck and its 
needs!) I gjve you Anderson's re 
port in full because of its bearing on 
the situation: "During this year we 
have worked for a circulating library 
for our county. Our president was 
a member of the county circulating 
library committee. Every club cir 
culated petitions calling for a ballot 
on the subject and in each com 
munity where there is a Home De 
monstration club more than the 
necessary number of signers was 
secured, but the towns were not in 
favor of it, so the ballot was not 
won. We feel that we succeeded 
even though we failed. Now we are 
urging our county delegation to help 
us out. It won't be long before we 
wil lhave it. because we are deter 
mined to keep working for it."

Working Together.
The state council through its presi 

dent is co-operating in every way 
possible with the Citizens' committe. 
We have invited Mrs. Boetick to a 

of our tnp^tings for a dis- 
"f thr Mn,ti> iicoda of OUT



state. At our district meeting in Co 
lumbia with an attendance of 1.400 
women we had a library truck on 
display, and at our Piedmont dis 
trict meeting in Spurtanburg with 
an attendance of 900 women we also 
had a library truck on the grounds. 
We feel that sentiment is crystalizing 
to the point where rural women are 
not only willing to assume respon 
sibility for the small increase in the 
tax burden that library facilities will 
entail, but they are demanding that 
this service be brought to their doors. 
And when womai make up their 
minds to do worthwhile things, there 
urc not many that are impossible.

Mr. Wright: I would lilce to hear 
discussion on this splendid address.

Mrs. S. O. Plowden: I would like 
to speak on the work on the home 
demonstration agents in creating a 
desire for libraries. They get month 
old magazines and carry them and 
books around. The work in Darling 
ton county is worthy of note. Here a
truck has been made 
influential citizens.

possible through 
turkey dinner

was held for the delegation and the 
need of library service was presented

| to them. To place books and music
I in homes is part of the extension
j program.
j Miss Tommie Dora Barker: An in 

teresting exhibit was held in the 
Greenville library. Articles made by 
patrons of the library from informa 
tion gained from library books were 
displayed. Furniture, hooked rugs, 
sculpture, paintings. canoes, and 
various other items were on display. 
Greenville has a county tax levy 
of one mill for library service and 
hence good service is given through 
the main library and tranches and 
truck service.

Mr Wright: E A. Webster, trustee 
of the Greenville Public library, and 
a man of long standing interest in 
library work will speak on. "The 
Library in a Textile Community."

Mr. Webster; I have associated 
with the Greenville Public library 
from the beginning of the movement 
to get for it a county tax. My 
background is that of a farmer and 
not of a textile worker. 1 would like 
to have criticism and comment on 
my remarks. The library, which con 
tains the record of civilization, has 
bem a continuation school for me. 
The textile community is of rural 
origin and grouping in industrial com 
munities has maae these people a 

place for the class demagogue 
to work and a breeding place for

i class antagonism. The library and 
the schools, through the children, get 
into the homes and influence them. 
A change is coming over the in 
dustry.

The vote in Oconee county for Uix 
supported library service was a step 
in the right direction. A mill owner 
told his people to vote in favor of 
the measure end was influenced so 
to do through his personal contacts 
with the Greenville Public library. 
The library changes the standards 
of those who come in contact with 
it. Changes in taste in music, in 
vocational attitude of workers and 
in views of housekeepers are ap 
parent I could give many instances 
of persons who have used the library 
and through knowledge gained there 
have achieved advancement in *.heir 
work. The innovation of the shorter 
working day, introduced by NRA. 
opened up the question of the use 
of the resultant greater leisure. Here 
is an opportunity for the library. The 
developing of hobbies, some of which 
result in financial benefit, through 
library books should be stressed.

Mr. W right: The work in adult 
education in South Carolina of Miss 
Wil Lyu Gray, supervisor of adult 
education, is held in high esteem. 

J-.] Sne will #peak on "Libraries and 
'' Adult Education."

Wiss Gray: The work of the Green 
ville Public library in this field de 
serve* great praise. Two types of 
adults are reached by the library: 
Educated people whose opinions 
crystalize and make them hard to 
work with to these people the lib 
rary affords opportunity for study 
 fttr the completion ^f formal educ?-

—j-^mt  »*-.-^- At ,l * ,

tion; and those who can barely read 
and write the library is their only 
opportunity.

During September and October a 
survey was made by the FERA. 117,090 
homes were visited and 40 per cent, 
of the state's population reached. The 
poorer homes were visited and the 
years of schooling of the parents 
noted.

The library is the agency for sup-

Luncheon Meeting.
Mr. WiiRht: Dr. H. N. 

president of Wofford college? 
leader in public spirited ente 
in the state, will speak to us.

Dr. Snydcr: The size of the at- 
tendance at this meeting is a/i en 
couraging sign. It would he possible 
for me. as for the majority in the 
audience, to be very personal in talk- j 
ing about books. We want others to ;

plementing the work of the formal.; have books because they have meant
school. As you know, few books are 
available for rural adults and a list 
of books which could be purchased 
for $5 was prepared. All of these 
books were carefully selected as being 
ones suitable for rural adults of 
limited educational advantages. Evm • 
a few books are better than none and 
1 give you this list now in the hopes 
that some of you may find it usi--   
ful. as I have found it greatlv so ' 
Suggested List of Books for $5

"Peter Pan Story Book." 'Child's
Garden of Verse,'1 "The Mammoth 
Fajry Tale Book." "Picture Book of 
HOLUM Around the World." "Picture

Book of Children Around the World,' 
"The Book of Dogs." "Talking 
Leaves." "A Tiny Book of Nursery 
Rhymes." "One Hundred Best Known 
Stories for Children." "Lion and, 
Tigers Clyde Beatty."

"New Testament," "Treasure Is 
land," "Tom Sawyer." "Book of 
Poems." "Little Women," "Black 
Beauty"; "Minute Biography," "Robin- 
son Crusoe," "Dictionary" edited by 
Doctor Thorndike. Illinois; "Silas 
Marner." "Les Miserables.' "Stories 
of Great Americana fnr Little Ameri 
cans," "Fifty Famous Stories." "Enoch 
Arden." "Story of My Life," "Auto 
biography of Edward Bok "

"How We Travel." "The Circus." 
"Houses." "Keeping Our City Safe 
and Clean." "Your Shoes and Your 
Feet" "The Post Office." "Clothes," 
"Pueblo Indians," "The Story of Fly 
ing." "The Story of Glass and Brick." 
"The Storv of Heat." "The Stnry of 
Coal." "TTie Greeks." "The Begin 
ning of Trade," "The Story of Lime." 
"The Egyptians."

Good literature would be loved 
if adults ot limited education had 
an opportunity to read it in simple 
language.

Here are some suggestions for all 
to work on. <1> Ask all types of 
county organizations and committees 
to create sentiment for state wid« 
rural library service. <2> Have * 
dinner for the interested people in 
the community. <3> Collect books 
that people arc through with but sort 
carefully all gifts. (4) Have books 
reviewed each week in the iwws- 
papers. <5> Publish reading lists 
'61 Plan for discussion and super 
vised study looms in new library 
buildings.

Library Extension.
Miss Mary E. Frayscr of Rock Hill: 

I would like to give a brief resume 
of the high light* in the movement 
for extension of public libraries in 
South Carolina from its inception 15 
years ago to the organization of the 
State Library board in 1929 and the 
15.000 received from the Rosenwald 
fund which made possible the survey 
by Miss Cheves. Tne Richland county 
public library and tha Charleston 
library were used as county library 
demonstrations by the Rosenwald 
foundation. Democracy requires the 
dissemination of education. The fol 
lowing steps could be taken to far 
ther library development in South 
Carolina. (1) Interested parties must 
be willing to work for it. <2> Pub- 1 
licity. <3» All county organizations i 
must be kindled into action. (4) j 
County delegations should be inter- ( 
viewed. (5) High school seniors. 
should be interested. *6> Appropria 
tions are needed.

Mr. Wrigftt: The work for library 
development in other states should 
have an influence and bearing on the 
work here and I would like Miss 
Barker to tell us of th« work being 
done elsewhere.

Mr. Wright: After all present have 
registered we will ado j urn for th* 
luntheon meeting.

so much to us. To keep a record of 
life and to interpret its meaning are 
us instinctive as breathing. Although 
books are fundamentally an instic- 
tive thing, the demand for them is 
not. The origin of printing is more 
important than the invention of gun 
powder and the compass. "Our Starv 
ing Libraries." a book by R. L. Duffus. 
points out th&t during the depres 
sion years, wln-n library suoport had 
been cut, there was a great increase 
in the use of library and 5.0CQ.OOO 
new borrowers registered. This turn 
ing to the library in a time of stress 
was an attempt at mental release 
from problems since a physical one 
was impossible. People read to es 
cape from themselves. Reading of 
serious books increased in this period. 
People were trying to find reasons 
for the collapse of civilization. If 
reading meant so much to people 
during the depression why can't 
books be made effective now for the 
same purposes? An annual approp 
riation for library supnort is an un 
satisfactory method. Permanent lax 
support is necessary. Work through 

| women's clubs of all kinds, fanners' 
! organizations, and civil clubs for men. 
Since the library is the first thing 
cut in time of depression this is a 

; measure of the value of the library
in the eyes of those in 
trol. Their opinion must

>ublic con- 
changed.

and this will require loud and fre- 
I quent opposition to cuts in library i 
I appropriations. A process of educa- ( 

tion is necessary combined with S 
patience and faith in people. j"

Mr. Wright: I will now call for« 
the report of the resolutions com 
mittee.

Doctor Derrick: Whereas. An in- ( 
formed and reading citizenshio is de- 
sirable and necessary for Snuth Caro- l t 
Una to maintain the free institutions,.. 
of -T Demo-ratic government; ;.

Whereas. Public i'hraries provide > 
the major source of information and   
reading materials in a nomocracy: '*

Whereas. The public library facili- . 
ties of South Carolina are extremely 
limited only a small percentage of 
the population being reached by 
them;

Whereas, The State Library board 
authorized by the general assembly 
In the only agency in the state for 
the puroosp of definitely developine 
public libraries: and

Whereas It has h?en unable to 
function been me of the lack of fund 1;:

Now therefore,
Bo It resolved, that this Hbr.itv 

conference of representative men imcl 
women of South Carolina meeting a* 
the university on this 8th day of 
January. 1936 does earnestly urge 
that the general asvmhly appropriate 
to the library board funds sufficient 
for it to carry out its purpose of

stimulating public library service f->r 
all of the people of the state. 

Mr. Derrick moved the adoption of
\ these resolutions.
seconded and
un.miinou.sly a

the
This was 

resolutions
dul. 
wt-re
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