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Rare Indian Relics
BY K4THRYN LAWRENCE

PEW HOBBIES can be as ab- 
* sjorbing as tracking down 
relics of the earliest Red Men 
in Carolina.

For Roy Lyons, Safety Direc 
tor for the Southern Bell Tele 
phone Company in Columbia, it 
has become almost a second oc 
cupation. Every weekend finds 
him exploring creek beds with 
his eyes alert lor the glint of ar 
rowheads, flint knives, or the 
rare Indian charaw known as 
bannerstones.

Vacations are spent digging in
i ancient burial mounds, patiently
sifting the sand for fragments
of pottery and skcHal remains 
or running down rumors of such

i mounds.
1 His finds, over the past 25 
years, have included all types of 
projectile points, grinding tools, 
gamestooes, rare peace pipes, 
Indian jewelry, and ancient bu 
rial urns. Some of these date 
back to 2000-4000 B. C.

"South Carolina is a fertile 
field for Indian relics/' be de 
clares. "We ought to have some 
way of recording all finds in the 
state so that we can piece to 
getber the stury of those early 
people." ___ 
T TONS first started collecting 
lu Indian relics back in 1932, 
when he was living in Aiken and 
working with a troop of Boy 
Scouts there.

In order to help the boys with 
their collections, he found he 
had to study up on Indian his 
tory. Then, as his Interest grew, 
he began to delve into geology, 
archeology, ard minerology.

Now his collection of rocks 
| and minerals Is almost equal to* 
ibis Indian relics.

I WOBK0BOP 
! In 1956 ne was transferred to 
state headquarters of Southern 

! Bell In Columbia. However, be 
j has retained his home in Aikon, 
using it on weekends as a work 
shop where he sorts and mounts 

I bis specimens.
It is a bachelor-tys* establtsb- 

| ment a man's dream of a place 
to work. Furniture Is kept to a 

j minimum. Handy work tables 
and shelves overflow with arrow- 

I beads, pottery, and rock speci- 
Itnens. The walls are decorated 
Iwtth mounted snakeskins, wood 
(carvings, and hundreds of Indian 

irti facts.

Here be keeps open house for 
Boy Scouts who are working on 
badges, and lor amateur col 
lectors of every variety who have
run into a problem that they 
cannot solve.

BEST SITES
¥ YON'S has done most of his 
LJ exploring between the Con- 
garee and the Savannah Rivers. 
He suggests that fertile fields for 
the amateur collector are to be 
found along the South Ed is to 
River, along Shaw's Creek and 
Horse Creek in Aiken County, 
and along the banks of the Sa 
vannah River.

Near Stevens Creek in Edge- 
Geld County he has found 
grooved axes which may date 
back to the Archaic period of 
Indian culture (2000 to 4000 
B. C)

Near the Sand Bar Ferry 
Bridge on the Savannah River 
he has found a number of peace 
pipes carved from stone, and j 
gorgets flat stone ornaments 
which were worn about the 
neck,

Jusf below the southern boun 
dary of the Savannah River 
Plant, near the town of Millet- 
ville, stone chips can be found 
in profusion along the river bank 
and for a mile inland, he re 
veals.

This area was evidently a man 
ufacturing place for ail types of 
projectile points, knives, and 
scraping tools.

Another spot which win prove 
Interesting to the amateur arche- 
ologist Is Stony Bluff quarry, i 
one mile below Millettville on ' 
the Savannah River. Here the In 
dians mined chert and chalce 
dony for arrowheads.

BUBIAL HOCXDS 
T TONS has done a lot of dig- 
Lt ging In mounds along the 
Tugaloo River, which is a west 
ern source of the Savannah. 
These mounds were originally 
excavated by the University of 
Georgia, but there are still relics ; 
for the patient searcher. j

In the Tugaloo mounds he has 
discovered bone needles and 
awls, counter stones used fai In 
dian games, and portions ol deer 
and puma jaws. Jaw bones were 
often made into scraping instru 
ments lor the preparation of 
pelts.

He hopes soon to examine ruins 
on Stallings Island, several mile* 
above Augusta, Ga. TWs

was excavated by the Smithson- 
ian Institution, and revealed one 
of the earliest known Indian cul 
tures.

Lyons' most spectacular find  
and one that is entirely his own 
 Is a burial mound along the 
Savannah. He is reluctant to re 
veal the exact location, but says 
It is on the Carolina side of the 
river, several miles below Augus 
ta.

The discovery was made after 
friends on a fishing expedition 
had noticed a pot sticking out of 
the river bank, and reported It 
to him.

Here in a natural sand hill, 
rather than a constructed mound, 
he has already found several 
graves along with Implements, 
arrowheads, pieces ol pottery, 
and burial uins which were used 
to provide food for the departed 
spirits.

BABE UBNS

ONE HUGE urn, unearth«d on 
the site, is made ol grit- 

tempered clay and Is in perfect 
condition. It la roughly conical 
Jn shape, with the top covered by 
an overlapping lid. It measures 
abouflS inches tall by 14 inches 
wide, and is crudely decorated 
with scratch marks.

It has a small hole broken In 
the bottom, which Is typical of 

urna; Ih> Indian tody
was buried fairly deep, and an 
urn containing food was buried 
above it. The idea was that the 
Indian spirit could reach up 
through the bole to obtain nour 
ishment.

Another large urn found on 
the site has a stamped overall 
design, consisting of interwoven 
swirls resembling a "lovers' 
knot."

With the exception of these 
urns, nearly all pottery found In 
the mound was broken. This was 
often done deliberately by In 
dians at the time of burial to 
release the spirit of each article 
so that it could follow its owner.

Of two complete skeletons 
which Lyons has found, one was 
flexed, with knees pulled up to 
the chest, and the other was 
stretched our.

Flexed burials were more com 
mon to early periods ot Indian 
culture, but from ether relics 
feuod co the site, Lyons believes

ing his site and digging, be 
occasionally loses a piece. He is 
still bemoaning the loss of a per 
fect set of human teeth, which 
be found and then laid aside for 
a moment, and has not been able 
to find since.

BANNERSTONES 
T YONS' most prized possessions 
LA are bannerstones smoothly 
shaped and polished stones 
about the size ol an axe head. 
Each stone is perfectly symmet 
rical and has a hole drilled 
through the center. Some of the 
stones are oblong with tapered 
edges; others flare out in the 
shape of a butterfly. They may 
be made of granite, quartz, 
steatite, or hemitUe.

"They stopped making these 
several thousand years ago,"
 ays Lyons, as be fingers the
 tones to his collection.

Archeologists disagree on the 
purpose of bannerstones. Some 
of them contend that they were 
used as weights on throwing 
sticks the type of weapon which 
preceded the bow and arrow. 
Other experts contend that thpy 
were charms attached to a staff 
and carried like a mace in cere 
monials. Lyons holds with the 
latter view.

Both schools agree that the 
banner-stone bad some mystical 
importance to the Indian.

Lyons found his most valuable 
bannerstone a couple ol years 
ago along the Edisto River. It 
is of gray steatite, in the shape 
of a stubby, rounded cross. 
There are several drilled pits 
in a strange pattern on its pol 
ished sides. An archeologist 
who accompanied Lyons offered 
him a choice of anything in his 
collection if he would trade it.

"I wouldn't part with this stone 
lor anything," dedansj l#ons.

ing of every month at the
versiry of South Carolina, 
any interested persons are 
come.

the mound dates tram about 1200 
to 1500 A. D. 

In spite of his care in diagram-

A LTHOUGH be found his first 
/\ arrowheads as a boy work 
ing on his father's farm in Lau- 
rens County, he paid little atten 
tion to them.

"The colored folks In the area 
used to call them 'thunderbolts'," 
he recalls. "They thought they 
were the result of lightning strik 
ing the ground."

Today there are many serious 
collectors of Indian artifacts' in 
the state, and Lyons hopes that 
someday there will be a cen 
tral agency to record the va 
rious finds, and to correlate In 
formation.

Recently an Archeologists Club 
has been formed in Columbia, 
and Lyons Is a charter member. 
A local physician, Dr. Richard 
Kahaley, Is president The group 
meets on the first Friday even-
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ii\ ite w«re t\:> Tu&a-i -af-. b« (wrai 
th* Neu»«» a. id (' i>» r%»ai rfv-t-

tin*, Wt\v*---n iff i A
,llld OltaWi'H, .1' I ti t* t "*!,(- p i ki'r-y.

<*i' of ;hc .St.i'r Oi 'lift**- tbivi- 
tub** the Turn-arum- wei* dr.ven out 
in 1TH and are ii^w 1 \\UK ''  v * 
V'.rk. Th' ("ii*-i< k*-eh w«rr j-trtiy 
removal to Iiidinn Tfritory, bn; 
a'-out two thoi:«ar.d now ri*u».. >i ;.> 

; la'.k'Oi, Oil- r..'k".», Stalin 4.   ! Hay 
I uw.d commit'', A rvmnaiii »f 0.,- 
! Catawbd-1 14 *tTl livn,^' in York Mu-i 

fount!***. S*»itth 'V*r^l.rm.

iif T 'KeuTiiiM* a'"i Cb*-ro- 
t«, while v*ry J.ttl-- Hitf ntion ha** 

1 : '*-fii |iHid to ih p imporutnt m-rvicw- 
r-i. nred tb** riUV by tlie C.^awbac.

Tb»' (*ri^i» < !' ti"1"** 1 ;i'h.iii* .« no! 
1 leaf. According ta tnrii tidJiti"^ 
 hey cam* 1'iom Cairn*]**. Tli»-v W.M- 

| iving flonth-u'Htit of tin* Ottaw   nv- 
' T, in tbf T»n-«»M |-r \.t.^ v 

n I40h %||vr 'be ft>iich

Tb*y wfcr»*-bravf,
j 1*, alwayi at war with the.ir 
l try tut-cuirs, the ConnKwart^of

ih« French took Bid** M^im^t th- 
Cdtawbaw who in 1048 de* id«-.j tu r-- 
rr ove fo a place tif-arer th** Kn^hsK 
-  'tl«neiiU. S-i ir, IG'HI they let 
(h*ir old bora<*H, orc^.-djthe river KI J 
D- trott, and wt out for t!ir h--m!-!' 
wnbera of th« Kei.tncky river. Tlr«> |i 
w«re puiiiutfd by tbe romn!*aij£»*. ' 
an I, being encurubeicd b) tlieirwoin- \ 
en children and |vwne»»i-ioii.'< t wi,'r'*o\ «»r- i' 

. (Ul en on the Ki'htm'ky. T'^y 
tu n«d u|K>n tb-'ir j»ui-fitier« like a 1 
wo n.tied b*-i*r upon the hunter. F«*i 
,t vboj.- day tin* batth; r»^d: Hit 
t'ui newH-'i^Of. itillaiut-d with an iindy- 
iiy hute inbented from th*-ir HTIC-- 
tor? (ought like demon*, but the C;i- 
taw * , tightinc for the
th*»- r raoe. were victnriuiiB The (?0n- " 
...... _.   wefe t j r j vei( | 1;|) ^^ j)|)t

ii«ver forgot their Sutie.l of tin 
i**Ua* for :n 1753 wt* find 
'*4>Ur*->g w *ounuil at Alhurrv *». 
lonp a- Ui* gra«( ^rr«w and th- . 
ran ihty would ri.-v,jr luak

!*•

il t life I'an 1 
ii and CV 
-rim! borne 

.( thi» new

their x ri> ** f i^tyry tho C 
' ba* divided into two bat

ing on the Kentncky wLivh \va** crtlle'i 
l by thn bnnt-rs the Ot^wha. th-

other turning pu»tward iTot^^d (!   ',
niounUnifl and ^tt!t^i iii what »n h"u «
Botetourt county, Virginia. Ti- 
western band WHH afterward abi-orb<   ! 
into the Rroat t^bicatiaw and Cln><*tuM 
'"amilics, and, an * tribe, di^ai^e-iiVl 
I have heard that there w«?r** a fe. 
tamilit-rt "I them living in MIMI-SIJ'] j, 
tut ,i t .-v only n nirnor.

The fwitern baud lived about r.ine 
years in Botrtourt ct»unty, wlm-- wt- 
find a retiirnder uf tht-ui in the naii.o 
of Catawba freek, also a town named 
Ci»awba Tiit-ir hunter". »-.\] lonn^ 
towards the nuuth, ^ro* 
  ud dincovur^tl the Yat 
t»wba rivers. They   
such glowing account^ 
region that in 1600 th* \\hole tribl 
uet out to )uk*t»t it. Thu rogiou wan 
claimed bj the Chero een who tiutu* 
rally realoted this i.>va«iun of their 
territory. The two tribes met in 
battle near old Nation Ford, three 
miles from the Kte of the ] p-^nt 
towu of Fort M II. Tb» CberokMn 
ware more hnai> -OIIB, but tlie Oataw» 
bw wert (to qni/te Adair) " tb« urnr- 
«Nt oi»fi OD lit- Auencan continent" 
auti jtt firel h id H det :d«d hdvant.i^. 
As the dny waned the rnuubora of the 
Chwrokww began to tell, but b^fory 
they couhi gum tL^ir vietory dark tttmt 
ended ti" h»U^. Both armi*w *l*|r 
oo Utc b^J ^rbatilp. At «Uwn jhe 
Ca»|«l'H* AtOtc tttdy to renew the 
tight, but with day*iight tbere cauie 
deputation frvrn the Cber«h«>i, -no 
frii**» 3fc(||"Wfctai on th*ir bi^«»r 

««K. T  ymg it wu better to uv» * 
j brMhei« thuM a* eneiuiea. Penre waa 
I declared »nd l/ecwne p«imauftnt. 
! fh« Cberokee* gave up to tb«m «11 
the country north-east of the t,'alaw- 
U or Eawmi Travora. The country 
beTwcen Uiftt and th- j Broad rlvur 
waw to b* neutral ground, hence the 
Indian name tor the_la*t river w.u>

or
In 'Hj» great, buttle the CU*? 
l«*t eleven hundred men Mrn
C»t*ub«B one thootwud,  - -_ _
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