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BY KATHRYN LAWRENCE

HOBBIES can be as ab

sorbing as tracking down
relics of the earliest Red Men
in Carolina.

For Roy Lyons, Safety Direc-
tor for the Southern Bell Tele-
phone Company in Columbia, it
has become almost a second oc-
cupation. Every weekend finds
him exploring creek beds with
| his eyes alert for the glint of ar-
| rowheads, flint knives, or the
rare Indian charms known as
bannerstones, .

Vacations are spent digging in
ancient burial mounds, patiently
sifting the sand for fragments
of pottery and skeletal remains—
or running down rumors of such
mounds.

His finds, over the past 25
years, have included all types of
projectile points, grinding tools,
gamestones, rare peace pipes,

jewelry, and ancient bu-
- of these date
back to 20004000 B. C.
Carolina js a fertile
Indian relics,” he de-
“We ought to have some

of recording all finds in the
that we can piece to

gether the story of those early

L e

fumahRim.
i
| field County he has

Here he keeps open house for
Boy Scouts who are working on
badges, and for amateur col-
lectors of every v;n_p_g_ty ...ﬁ.'? have |

run into a problem that they
cannot solve.
BEST SITES
LYONS has done most of his
exploring between the Con-
garee and the Savannah Rivers.
He suggests that fertile fields for |
the amateur collector are to be
found along the South Edisto |
River, along Shaw’s Creek and
Horse Creek in Aiken County, '
| and along the banks of the Sa- !

Near Stevens Creck in Edge-
_ found |
| grooved axes which may date
| back to the Archaic period of |
| Indian culture (2000 to 4000

B. C) |
Near the Sand Bar Ferry |

Bridge on the Savannah River |
he has found a number of peace

pipes carved from stone, and §

gorgets—flat stone ornaments
which were worn about the
neck.

Jusf below the southern boun- |
dary of the Savannah River
Plant, near the town of Millet-
ville, stone chips can be found
in profusion along the river bank
and for a mile inland, he re-
veals.

. | YONS first started collecting | This area was evidently a man-

Indian relics back in 1932,
when he was living in Aiken and

ufacturing place for all types of
projectile points, knives, and

working with a troop of Boy |scraping tools.

Scouts there,

~ In order to help the boys with
their collecticns, he found he
had to study up on Indian his-
tory. Then, as his interest grew,
be began to delve into geology,

“Another spot which will prove
interesting to the amateur arche-
ologist is Stony Bluff quarry,
one mile below Millettville on
the Savannah River, Here the In-
dians mined chert and chalce-
dony for arrowheads.

BURIAL MOUNDS
YONS has done a lot of dig-
ging in mounds along the

Tugaloo River, which is a west- |

| for the patient searcher.
| In the Tugaloo mounds he has
discovered bone needles and

and puma jaws. Jaw bones were
often made into scraping instru-
ments for the preparation of |

pelts,
He hopes soon to examine ruins
on Stallings Island, several miles

a, Ga. This site

was excavated by the Smithson- |
fan Institution, and revealed one
of the earliest known Indian cul-
tures.

Lyons’ most spectacular find—
and one that is entirely his own |
—is a burial mound along the
Savannah. He is reluctant to re-
veal the exact location, but says |
it is on the Carolina side of the
river, several miles below Augus-
ta.
The discovery was made after
friends on a fishing expedition
had noticed a pot sticking out of
the river bank, and reported it

| to him,

Here in a natural sand hill, |

|rather than a constructed mound,

he has already found several

| graves—along with implements,

| arrowheads, pieces of pottery,

| and burial wns which were used |

Ceputgd
RARE URNS g

NE HUGE urn, unéarthad on |

to provide food for the
spirits,

the site, is made of grit- |

tempered clay and is in perfect |
| condition. It is roughly conical

in shape, with the top covered by §
| bannerstorie had some mystical

an overlapping lid. It measures
about’18 inches tall by 14 inches
wide, and is crudely decorated
with scratch marks.

It has a small hole broken in
the bottom, which is typical of
burial urng. The Indian body

was buried fairly deep, and an
urn containing food was buried
above it. The idea was that the
Indian spirit could reach up
through the hole to obtain nour-
ishment.

Another large um found on
| the site has a stamped overall
| design, consisting of interwoven
swirls resembling a “lovers’
knot.”

With the exception of these
' urns, nearly all pottery found in
{&mmdmhukm.!ﬂsm

Of two complete skeletons
which Lyons has found, one was
flexed, with knees pulled up to
the chest, and the other was
stretched our.

Flexed burials were more com-
mon in early periods of Indian

-

{ occasionally loses a piece. He
{ still bemoaning the loss of a per-

fect set of human teeth, which
| he found and then laid aside for

digein

is

a moment, and has not been able
to find since. '

f BANNERSTONES
J YONS' most prized possessions

4 are bannerstones—smoothly
shaped and polished
about the size of an axe head.
Each stone is perfectly symmet-
rical and has a hole drilled
through the center. Some of the
stones are oblong with tapered
edges; others flare out in the
shape of a butterfly. They may
be made of granite, quartz,
steatite, or hemitite,

“They stopped making these

several thousand years ago,” |

says Lyons, as he fingers the
stones in his collection.

Archeologists disagree on the
purpose of bannerstones. Some
of them contend that they were
used as weights on throwing

sticks—the type of weapon which §

preceded the bow and arrow.
Other experts contend that they
were charms attached to a staif

and carried like a mace in cere- |
monials, Lyons holds with the

latter view.
Both schools agree that the

importance to the Indian.
Lyons found his most valuable
bannerstione a couple of years

is of gray steatite, in the shape
of a stubby, rounded cross.

There are several drilled pits |

in a strange pattern on its pol-
ished sides. An archeologist
who accompanied Lyons offered
him a choice of anything in his
collection if he would trade it

“I wouldn't part with this stone
for anything,” declares Lyons,

LTHOUGH he found his first
arrowheads as a boy work-
ing on his father’s farm in Lau-.
rens County, he paid little atten-

| tion to them.
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Carclinn we hooi the thirae wosf |

Im'v\'?rf‘u] tribes

the Nense aud
the (‘I'd‘\\tl‘[k‘ et Y

i

& . |
B and Catawba, avd tie O k s

[-"Vun" tie Broad «r ! LiF

tnbes the Tuscaroras were
in 1711 and are now I :
\-‘.'lk. 'I" Cherckees were [ 1rtiy
removed to Indian  Territory, bu
about two thoveand now rens
rokeo, Swarn a Flagw- !
] wood covntjes !
8 Catawbaz= is st'] i

Company, is shown with @ small part of his Indian

e is holding an .:hlthid urn which he fw in-@ mound along the Savannah River.

Muchi his been writden wnd 1
o o-n'?l"lﬂlbg Lo l seinrovias anu Chero-
kees, while very little attention has|

,-'i- * r ~

been paid to the important services
rendered the State b_y the Catawbas
Th: mgnn of these ludianse s not!
lear. Aecording to their tralditi -n~‘
hf.r ame from Canada. Thev wers
iving south-west of the Ottaw . yiv-
o, in the present pr-vin of Ontano, |
.- | 606 \l‘h\-r the Frouch came ‘!
| Wuebec, b
i ThUy Verou‘brnw, CONTageols - | ‘
i‘f{q :lo, alw:y, at war with their hered;-|,
0 Liry enemies, the Connewangos l

Director for the Southern

i &l i
. lhe French took sides against the |
b Catawbas who in 1648 decided 1o r.

8 move toa place nearer the Fnolish

Safety

Ty

State

se'tlements.  So in 1650 they lel

their old bomes, cromedfthe river ui |
Ditroit, and set out for the hoad | *
waters of the Kﬂ.tucky river. 'They “
were pursued by the ('n'm-.ta.-,,.f- 3
5 . aul, being encumbered by their wr.m-‘
Rt~ S . en children and possessions, worn o, 4
18, 1959 ' Btallen on the Kentucky., T
R TR R S MR ik ri:n tu ned upon their pursners ke -;v'
wonded bear upon the hunter, Fo
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a0 ing hute imberited from their and
1

tors fought hke dewons, but the (..
taw Las, tighting for the exictoice ¢_1*H
their race, were victorions  The (Yor- "
nevangos were driven buck, but the ;:-
: uever forgot their hatred of th g1 M
L :guul,a.s for :n 1753 we find len
Aoluring wr eounoil at Albany that w0 1 ®
long ax the grass grew and the vate ‘-
rmu they would never wak - peace |
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After their groat victory tho Cataw- |
bes divided into two bar s one retain- |
ing on the Kentucky which was called
by the bunters the Catawba; the
other turiing eastward crossed the B
mountains and settled i what s now

Botetourt  county, Virgima. The S8

western band was afterward abgorbed ,
into the great Chicasaw and Choctaw ;
families, and, as a tribe, disappeaed.
I huve heard that there were a fe.
tamilies of them living iu Mississipyi, §
but it s only a rumor.
The eastern band lived about
years n Botetourt county, whei
find a rem'nder of them in the naue
of Cutawba creek, also a town named
I(J-a*uwba.. Tuewr hunters, exjloring §
towards the south, croesed the Dan
and discovered the Yadkin and Ca-
tawba rivers. They vined bwuu-il"
such glowing accouunts f this new
region that 1n 1660  the whole tribe
set ont to jnkakit it.  This regioo was |
claimed by the Cherc cea who natu- §

rally resisted this iinvasion of their S8

|

!

l

llerritory. The two tribes et

hattle near old Nation Ford, three 8
wiles from the s.te of the present!
town of Fort M Il. The Cherokess
were more nnm: ous, but the Cataw- 3
baa were (to quote Adair) “ the brav-
et pien on tue Amenrcau continent ™
and at firet bad a dec:ded ndvantage.

l As the day waned the numbers of the
Cherokees began (o tell, but before

| they could gain their vietory darkness '8

ended th% hattle. Both armies slep
(on the Beld O batals, At dawn the |
Catpwius ‘arose veady to renew the |

fight, but with day-ight there came n §

deputation from the Cherekess, i<
plivaagitggthew on  their Ligrery
Jan! mying it was better to Lve w
brothers than as enewies. Peace wus
declared and bLecame permauent.

| The Cherokees gave up to them ull : I
the country north-east of the Cataw- JSS8
ba or Fewau Travora. The country i

between that and th: Bread river}
was o be neéutral ground, hence (he
Indian name for the last river was
Bswau Huppeday or Boundury river.
In -this great battle the Cherolees
jost eleven hundred men and the
Catawbus one thonsud,
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