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the home of Mrs. M. J. Ford,
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lives. He also remembers attend
ing a'prayer meeting held in the
home of Mrs. John Me Waters, the
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the church building was begun in came the pastorate of Rev. W. A.
1886, during the pastorate of Rev. Betts, and it was daring his pas
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Some of the leading members of
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early days of Mount Prospect, and
had, to use an expression that U
current now, come up the hard
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placed on the probationary roll
where they remained under the di
rection and tutelage of class lead
ers until they were deemed fit for
full membership in the church.
It in said by some, that the way
to have a successful organization
is to make it difficult to get into
it and easy to get out of it.
Whether the early Methodists planned it that way or not, it did work
out that way to a certain extent.
If anybody has any doubts about
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the church had authority in the
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Interesting Facts Concerning The Early History Of
The Methodist Church At Richburg Are Made Public
By W. B. Roddey
What little history we have re
garding the Methodist churches in
this area is mainly due to the ef
forts of The Rev. W. A. Betts, who
was untiring in his efforts to piece
together what written history he
could obtain, and which he publish
ed in a small sketch in 1896.
The Methodists have* a saying to
the effect that the Methodist
church makes history, but does not
write it. That seems to be true to
a certain extent, but it should not
serve as an excuse for indifference
in preserving the history of the
church.
1 When our forebears left the old
countries on the other side of the
water, and began the great work
j of creating a new nation on this
side of the water, there were cer| tain difficulties in the matter of
| keeping written records for many
of the colonists were not accustom
ed to pen and ink. On the other
side the family and church records
were kept in the parish houses by
I the priest? and pastors, who re
corded faithfully all marriage*,
births, baptisms, and deaths. In
this way it is easier to trace hiiI tory for several generations on the
other side of the water than it is
to trace two or three gent-rations
in this country.
T'.iere was a Methodist parson
age in Richburg long before there
was a Methodist church. In the
early days of the Methodist church
in this area all the churches in this
section were in the Rocky Mount
Circuit. At the Conference held
in Charleston in December of 1870
the name of this circuit was chang«-d to East Chester Circuit, and
that arrangement held until 1888,
when the churches around here
were grouped on the Richburpr Cir
cuit, consisting of Richburg, Plea
sant Grove and El Bethel.
To go back a little it is interest
ing to note that the parsonage was
built by a Mr. Thomas, a one-arm
ed veteran of the Mexican War.
The first Methodist pastor to oc
cupy the parsonage was The Rev.
J, Marion Boyd, who served this
'circuit for the years 1870, 1871,
His daughter,
1872, and 1873.
Mrs. J. B. Johnson, well along in
the nineties, lives in Rock Hill,
and she remember* when her fami
ly lived in this parsonage.
Other pastors occupying this
parsonage during the EasJ Chester
Circuit arrangement were:
1874
J. Meynardie

1875-1877
J. W. Kelly
T. J. Clyde
1878-1881
J. 3. Campbell
1882
J. C. Porter
1883-1884
T. C. Bissell
1885-1886
Following the pastorate of The
Rev. T. C. Bissell the name of tha
circuit was changed to Richburg
Circuit at the one hundred and
third session of the South Caro
lina Conference held in Winnsboro, December 8rH, 1888", i
op J. C. Keener presiding.
It was during the pastorate of
The Rev. T. C. Biwell that work
on the Richburg Methodist Church
was beprun. The contractor in
change was a Mr. Froneberger, of
Gastonia, N. C., and he was a man
who constructed many churches
during his life time, and took a
special pride in his work as a con
structor of churches.
It is unfortunate that we have
no written records of the church
history during this early period of
the church, for Mr. Betts states In
his sketch that the early records
were destroyed^by fire.
During the construction of the
church building The Rev. Geo. T.
Harmon was assigned to the newlycreated Richburg Circuit, and it
was during his pastorate that the
church congregation was organiz
ed on November 28th, 1887. Mr.
Harmon served this circuit until
1889, making three years he was
pastor of this church.
There are certain matters con
nected with the early days of this
church that it would be interesting
For one thing we d<j
to know.
know that In the construction of
the building, as Mr. Betts wrote,
"Sister Barber was the moving
and Brother Barber the leading
spirit*'. Of course he referred t'«
Mr. and Mrs. i-Vrguson H. Barber.
The writer remembers well that
his mother told him that Mrs. Bar
ber discussed the matter of nam
ing this church, and that Mrs. Bar
ber seemed to favor naming the
bfcrch Saint John's Methodist
Church. Just what became of this
plan the writer cannot remember,
for he was a mere boy at that
time, and naturally remembers on
ly a few outstanding occurrences.
The writer also remembers the
talk regarding the dedication of
the church, but has no r»collection
as to when this took place. Nor

does he remember who preached
the dedication sermon. However,
he has a vivid recollection of the
visit of many distinguished per
sons, among them being The Rev.
John C. Kilgo, who was later to
become Bishop Kilgo. Prof. Clinkscales, of Wofford College, wa* a
visitor who left an impress that
would be difficult to erase. Then
the venerable Mr. Leard, who
seemed to have come right out of
the Scotish Highlands.
The original roll of this church
as organized on November 28th,
1887, was as follows;
Dr. Sam T. Anderson
Mrs. F, Amelia Anderson
Maggie C. Anderson
Mary A. Anderson

F. H. Barber
M. E. Barber
Laura O. Barber
James A. Barber
Amy Barber

J, Thompson Backstrom
Lucy G. fcackstrom
Bessie Backstrom
H. W. Blake
Ella P. Blake
J. R. Bigham
~
Lizzie R. Gulp
»..JUbecca Hardin ^
J. M. McGarity
M. J. McGarity
John H. McGarity
Polly McGarity
Thos. J. Orr
Sallie J. Orr
G. W. Roddey
. "
E. L. Roddey
P. F. Sponholtz
Jane Sponholtz
J. F. Collins
M. I. Collins
Elizabeth K. Ford
Kate D, Ford
Nancy E. Ferguson
M. L. Harmon
Lavinia Harmon
Carrie Lou Harmon
George T. Harmon
MagRie S. Harmon
F. M. Hicklin
Harrie R. Hicklin
M. A. Hicklin
Atwood Hicklin
Minnie Hicklin
Jane Lynn
Mary Lynn
Louisa J. Lynn
W. B. Lynn
W. B, Wylie
Jane Wylie
John Wylie
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