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LIFE OF USEFULNESS
BROUGHT TO A CLOSE f
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to th* bar In IM* Be began his prpfossionaj career at Anderson. whete
he married Florence Earle, b»t a year
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form«il a partnership with
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Ion and entered the Columbia Theosemln&ry, where he was grad-J
in 1874. Thereupon he entered
upon th« work of the minis-1
-. and' in 1882 was called to the|
:.;,.« ** rt< the Fort Mill Presbyterian!
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RESOLUTIONS OF RESEECT.
Since it hath pleased our
Heavenly Father to remove from
our midst our dearly beloved pas
tor the Rev. James Henley
Thorn well, D. D., who ceased
his earthly labors and entered in
to rest on the morning of Dec.
30, 1907. Therefore be it resol
ved:
That The congregation of Ebenezer Church has lost its leader,
its best friend and advisor.
That During his quarter of a
century of pastorial work among
us he won the esteem, confidence
and love of all. He was every
body's friend, and ever ready to
respond when he thought he
could be of service, giving to all
gentle words of hope and en
couragement;, exemplifying in
his life the works of the Christ
whom he preached so powerfully
and whom he served so faithful
ly.
That of pure consented life.
Godly in his walk and conversa
tion, saintly in his deportment,
he waa a pastor without a peer,
enriching the woild by having
livrd in it
7 hat in all of our deliberations
his counsel was ever wise, ever
given for the best interest of the
, church, and his every care was
that a{ie might be mete for the
Master's use.
That his presence will be great
ly missed among us; our loss is
irreparable great beyond com
pare but his noble work for God
and his fellow men will ever be
sacred in our memories, and we
* who remain on earth are sustain
ed by the memory of a life to
W cherish and emulate.
That our hearts are bleeding
x
• with sorrow and grief for the
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. faithful

pastor

and staunch

friend, but we would not recall

,him from the Savior's arms to
the cares and toils of earth again;
and we bow in humble submis
sion to the Great Head of the
church who doeth all things well
That !our hearts go out in tenderest sympathy and love to his
family in this time of great sor
row and bereavement, and we
commend them to the all sustain
ing grace of the Savior whom he
V»ved and trusted so Inner and im

plicitly.
That A page in our minute
book be dedicated to his memory
and that a copy of these resolu
tions be sent to the family and to
the press for publication.
T. V. ROACH,
W. A. FEWELL,
J. A. SHURLEY,
Committee.
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a generous, hospitable
«nan, living (always)^up to his
means, thus his family was left
His
comparatively destisute.
mother is described as a woman
of strong character and fine in
tellect, but without education, j
She was an earnest Christian!
with great ambition for the ad
vancement of her son. Dr.
Thornwell always bore affec
tionate testimony to her worth
and acknowledged his thanks to
a noble mother's teachings.
The elements of greatness
born in him. From a child

H THADNVVFII *s was thoughtful and studious.
n. inUKDnLLL fliB habits and bis proficiency
TH ,! -attracted the attention and seShttch ef tka Great Di- cored for him the patronage of
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In 1829 ho entered the lopho4& all these lines, but the sub
class of the South Caroject of this sketch is one who m.^bre
1931, at the
i great in the truest sence of na college, and injeara,
he was
word a theologian, scholar, r afte of nineteen
cator and patriot of whomf
of forty-three. He Ithen
nation might be prond, and'
the Divinity School at
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fjimaelf possessed of gigantic
strength of mind and immucuHatc purity of soul
James Henley Thornwell was
t>orn on the ninth day of Decem
ber, eighteen hundred and
and twelve, in Marlboro Dis*
trict, S. C. His name cannot be
traced from illustrious ancestry.
To him belongs the superior
4T)t>ry of drawing the name from
obscuiity. He was left father
less at the age of eight yean.
ffh f^>rir wrts Af T^ ffj|0f~|^

remember him; personally.
y recall "a man of£mediutn
<?awless rather than graceful,
with a deep set black eye and
-«bft black hair falling over a
W«Udeveloped forehead." One
Who has listened to him can
tiaver forget how that * lithe
form expanded aai eye sparkled
«ndfr mental exefttement
**«»»** ""
>**g*?*t*M*
Pwrnfteenyetntor more, Dr
Tnornwell waa omnected with

South Carolina college a?
^jrofefisor, chaplain and presi
dent.
| One incident will give an idea
"of his eloquence. Once when
Daniel Webster watfr visitor in

For the Christian Obterver.

Rev. James H. Thornwell, D. D.
Some Recollections.
BY KEV. T. H. UAW, D. D.

Columbia, the guest of 'Col.
Preston, president of the col«ge, he attended, through courtosjr rather than interest; servi
ces in the college chapel. It is
said that ao soon as Dr. Thornwell announced his text, Mr.
Webster, who had remained listlees in his seat, straightened and
never took his eye from the
speaker for one hour, and at the
dose of ,the eermon he arose and
j said aloud to Col. Preston, "Sir,
you did not prepare me for the
most eloquent pulpit discourse I
ever heard. Who is he?"
Later Dr. Thornwell was p
[t ident of the Theological Semina
ry at Columbia, for which posi
tion he possessed the ideal quali
fications.
Twice during these years he
was forced to make a voyage to
Europe in search of health. Be
was never strong physicially,
but was always hopeful and
cheerful. His letters, descrip
tive of his travels, are very en--J
tertaining and instructive. He'
excelled as a letter writer. His
correspondence with the learned
and great men of his day on;
matters of grave import to church1
and State, and his letters of
friendship, of sympathy and
condolence, show the different
phases of his character letter,
perhaps, than any of his writ
'
ings.
second
the
He returned from
trip in 1860 to find the country
on the verge of war. He es
poused the Confederate cause
with all the ardor of his nature
and wrote and worked and pray
ed for success.
Of Dr. Thornwell it can be
said, "His sun went down while
it was yet day." He died Aug
ust 1st, 1862, at the height of
his usefulness. His dying ex
pressions, "Wonderful! Beau
tiful! Nothing but space! Ex
panse, expanse, expanse!" de
serve a place in the record of
the last words of great men.
His monument in Elmwood ceratery, Columbia, bears no inscrip
hi1
tion save the name:
James Henley Thornwell. No
need of eulogy, for his works
live after him.
MILDRED KINO LZNDSEY.
i
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(The first day of August was the fiftieth anni
versary of the death of the great Dr. Thornwell.
He was fifty years old when he died and the Synod
of South Carolina has planned to celebrate in Octo
ber the centennial of his birth. The following
article tells something of the man, Ed.)
Just a half century has now elapsed since James
H. Thornwell, D. D., LL.D., passed away, August
i, 1862, from the active labors of earth to the higher
service of Heaven. His departure was felt to be a
sore calamity to the Church he had served so loyal
ly, faithfully, and efficiently, and a great grief to his
many friends and brethren who loved him so ten
derly; but it came when the dark shadows of war
were brooding over the land, and the exciting events
which rapidly followed during the years ensuing,
tended to obliterate the then sense of his loss, and
to make the new generation which came on un
mindful of his s pi MI did genius and the magnificent
services which' he had rendered to the Church. It
is well, therefore, on this centennial year of his
birth and fiftieth of his death, to recall to the
minds of those now living what he was and what
lie did, that they may appreciate the gift which the
Lord made in him to the Church, and the debt of
gratitude which they owe for the work which he
accomplished in Christ's cause.
Dr. Thbrnwell's career, like that of John Calvin
and many others whose geniue and whose work
have illustrated the pages of Church history, was
short. His sun went down at noon, before his
fiftieth birthday, when he seemed to have but
reached the zenith of his course. And when it is
further remembered that he was not born and
reared in our Church, but became a Presbyterian
through thorough conviction of the truth after he
had attained maturity, we can sec how he had only
a short time to grow and to serve. But in that
brief period the Lord, through His grace, developed
in him and used for the defence and promotion of
the Christian religion, a profound metaphysician, a
keen logician, a brilliant theologian, a mighty
preacher a superb teacher, an accomplished debater.
and with pen and voice a powerful champion of
the truth*. And withal, having an ardent temper
ament, most positive opinions, a jovial disposition
which brought him into lively sympathy with all
(lasses, and great personal magnetism, he possessed
a wonderful capacity beyond any man I ever knew
of impressing himself upon others with whom he
was associated.
With such a personality, he was divinely consti
tuted to be "a leader and commander to the peo
ple;" and his mighty influence, from all the prom
inent positions into which his talents brought him,
was ever exerted for truth and righteousness. And
not a few who live today to adorn the pulpit and
other honorable spheres of service bear testimony
from their personal experience to the marvelous
impress of his magic influence; while the Southern
Presbyterian Church, in its enviable character of
scriptural conservatism and non-secularity, is a liv
ing illustration of the principles which he incul
cated and sought to have embodied in its consti
tution and administration.
The story of Dr. Thornwell's life is thrilling
and strikingly encouraging to those who are born
with talents but are providentially placed in re
stricted earthly circumstances. His parent* were
poor, but respectable, his father at the time of hi*
birth being an "overseer" or manager of another's
plantation, under the old system of slavery in the
South. And when the eldest son, James, was but
eight years old, his father died, leaving a widow
with a family of small children to struggle with
poverty and toil.
But the sturdy traits of manly i-lun-ai ler and the

remarkable mental gifts of the pale-faced little boy
early attracted the attention of teachers and others,
and ere lonjr two generous hearted gentlemen of
South Carolina took him from his poor and illit
erate home, and gave him the advantages of a lib
eral education. He entered the junior class of
South Carolina College when seventeen years of
age, speedily took his position as its head, and grad
uated in 1831, with the highest honors of the insti
tution.
Following the bent of his talents, he soon began
to teach, shortly afterwards professed faith in
Christ, and took up the study of theology; at the
age of twenty-three he entered the pastorate, and
six years after graduation wu called back to hi» ,
Alma Mater as professor. From this time onward, '
to the close of his laborious life, he alternated ]
between the professor's chair, in wtiich he attained J
eminent success, and the pulpit, where he was de- .
lighted to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, j
For a number pf years the two offices were com- |j
bined, as he was both professor and chaplain of
South Carolina College, and when subsequently he
filled with distinguished ability the chair of Didactic
and Polemic Theology in Columbia Seminary, h'e
at the same time filled the pulpit of the Presbyte
rian church of that city.
It was as he served our Church in that dual
capacity that the writer enjoyed the rare privilege
of sitting at his feet both as professor and pastor.
And it is difficult to say in which capacity he was
most pre-eminent. I never knew such a teacher
and I never heard from other lips such preaching.
In the class room, except when delivering formal
lectures which often were pronounced with the
solemnity, earnestness, and force of a Sabbath dis
course, there was a jocularity of manner which
made everyone feel at ease and caused the hour to
pass away brightly and pleasantly; while at the
same time there was a thoroughness in the grasp of
the truth, a clearness in its elucidation, and a pene
tration of the students' difficulties with regard to it,
that proved a marvel to his pupils. It was very
unusual for anyone ever to make a satisfactory reci
tation to him. but, nevertheless, the teaching was
superb and effective.
And in the pulpit, Sabbath after Sabbath, his
sermons were magnificent expositions of the truth,
spiritual and practical in their nature, clean, log
ical and convincing in their presentation, earnest
and impassioned in their delivery, and ever swaying
the hearers under their mighty sweep. So vivid i*
the recollection of these sermons after more than
fifty years, tKat I am tempted to mention par
ticularly some of them, but must forbear.
A favorite method with Dr. Thornwell in preach
ing was to select great themes, mass the truth
about them, and oVliver his sermons as a mighty,
sweeping torrent of discourse. It is a remarkable
fact that many of his baccalaureate sermons while
he was chaplain of South Carolina College, were
grand theological discussions of such themes as
"The Necessity of the Atonement," "The PriestHood of Christ, "The Personality of the Holy
Ghost," "The Necessity and Nature of Christianity."
which oftentimes made an impression on his stu
dents that was life-long.
Among Presbyterian theologians Dr. Thornwell
was fully in accord with the Prince ton school as
moulded and stamped by the Alexanders and
Hodges, and now continued by President Patton
and Dr. Warfield, the grandson of his illustrious
and cherished friend, Dr. Robert J. Breckinridge.
He was a rigid Calvinist, of the Old School type,
in distinction from the modification of the New
School of that day, believing thoroughly in the
utter inability of fallen man, the absolute necessity

of thV atonement of Christ, and the sovereign grace
of the Holy Spirit.
In church government and worship Dr. Thornwell was a strict constructionist, holding that a
divine warrant, a "thus saith tKe Lord," must be
shown for everything, except mere circumstantials,
that i« to be admitted into the government and
worship of the Church*. His rigid views in this re
spect led him into some controversies with his
brethren, but have tended to emphasize th'is side of
the truth and save the Presbyterian Church in the
United States from much of that looseness of
practice which prevails elsewhere.
The sufficiency of the divinely organized Church
as an agency for propagating the Gospel and main
taining religion in the world, was another doctrine
to which Dr. Thornwell tenaciously adhered. This
led him to oppose the old system of Boards outside
of and independent of the Church, and to contend
for the plan of Executive Committees appointed an
nually by the Assembly and directly accountable to
it, now adopted by the Southern Church, and, in
substance, also by the Northern Church, which
annually appoints its boards and requires reports
directly from them.
On all these lines Dr. Thornwell ever stood for
the spirituality of the Church and the religion of
Christ, and the impress of the truths which' he ably
advocated and expounded still survives and causei
him to be held in everlasting honor.
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