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Fort Wagner In Fairfield 
Marked By BAR Chapter

Unveiling of the marker.
Appearing above is the handsome 

granite stone, marking the site of Fort 
Wagner in Fairfield county, which 
was recently unveiled by the Richard 
Winn chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Standing by 
the tablet are Isabel Wright and Hen 
rietta Rossom, who did the unveiling 
at the impressive ceremony. Henri 
etta is * direct descendant of Hans 
Wagner, who built the fort in 1760 
aa a refuge from the Cherokee In 
dians.

At the site of the fort, a small stone 
was placed, and on highway 215 near 
the site, a large stone was erected.

Taking part in the exercises, pre- 
tided over by the chapter regent, Mrs. 
J. T. MuBryde. were the descendants 
of Hans Wagner, who built the fort 
in 1760.

The salute to the flag and the 
iledge of allegiance were led by Mrs. 
i. G. Wright. Following assembly 
singing of "The Star-Spangled Ban 
ner," and the invocation, the regent 
made the dedication speech as the 
Stone was slowly unveiled by Isabel 
Wright and Henrietta -Rosson. Mrs. 
B. H. Rasson gave the tribute to 
Hans Wagner. A poem, "Pioneers," 
was contributed by Miss Edith Wright 
and Mrs. J. R. Shelton placed the 
laureP wreath. The singing of 
"America." the benediction by the 
Chaplain, Mrs. Arthur Maybin. and 
(he retirement of the colors brought 
to a close an event of importance in 
the hostory of the Richard Winn 
chapter. Daughters of the American 
Revolution, for plans for placing this 
marker had been in the making lev- 
era! years.

The marker bears the following in- 
scriptioTi: 'Tort Wagner, Site One 
Mile East At Junction of Beaver 
Creek and Reedy Branch. Built in 
I7flO by Haas Wagner as a refuge from 
the Cherokee Indians. Erected by 
Richard Winn Chapter., D. A. R. 1938."

Prior to the unveiling of the tablet, 
the Richard Winn chapter held m spe 
cial meeting at the home of Mrs. Gum 
McMeekin at Monticello. After the 
meeting. Mrs. McMeekin was hostess 
at a lovely luncheon for the chapter 
members and their guest*.

Quoting from Mills' Statistics: "Fort 
Wagoner (sic) was erected during the

Cherokee war of 1760 on Beaver 
creek six miles from its mouth. Into 
this, the poor scattered inhabitant-, 
flocked and received its protection 
until the end of the war."

When the Moberlys (now spelled * 
Mobley) emmigrated from Maryland 
between the years 1758 and 1760, to 
South Carolina, en route through 
North Carolina near Yadkin river, 
the caravan was joined by one Jans 
Wagner, a Hollander, and his family, 
who at that time consisted of him 
self and several daughters.

When they reached South Carolina
the Moberlys settled on Poplar Ridge
on the east side of Beaver creek in
the western part of Fairfield counly.
Jans Wagner and his family of girls
settled about where Reedy branch
empties into Beaver creek.
(As referred to in Mills' Statistics)
Because of the frequent incursion by
the Indians it became necessary to
construct forts for the protection of
the settlers against the enemy's raids

! and among the chain erected, Fort
I Wagoner, built by Jans Wagner for
I the better security of his family, was
; the first to be constructed: and here
i in this strong log-hewn blockhouse
I the neighbors for miles around would
gather for safety."

! There was also a controversy with
l the Hamptons who claimed this land
1 and as a consequence the Moberlys
moved farther cast in the county,
Jans Wagner and his girls, though,
continued to be troubled by the
Hamptons, but being protected by the
fort, held onto the property till the
grant was confirmed.

Aa noted, the Mobleys had moved 
farther east and at this new location 
built another fort Mary Wagner, 
daughter of Hanfl Wagner, married; 
Samuel Mobley and by this marriage 
Hans Wagner became the ancestor of 
many prominent families in the at*ti.

Among the many claims Hans Wag 
ner hai for remembrance- is that 
tradition says that he furnished two 
bales of that historic shipment of six 
bales of cotton to England. This If 
not verified, for the authorities ques 
tioned whether the colonies could 
produce that much. However, be thii 
true or not, Wagner truly exempli 
fied the spirit of a courageoua 
neer and patriot.


