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Trees Provide Link
With Culture of Past

Laurel Said to Be From Virgil'* Grave Now Crows 
on University Campus as Does Olive From 

Dante99 Resting Place — Professor Lieber 
Credited With Plantings.

By Mrs. Julian H. Henni-?.

THE VIRGIL TREE.
For many years Columbia has 

the reputation of being one of the 
cultural centers of the South, a place 
steeped in the traditions of the clas 
hes, composed of an intellectual group 
which used its knowledge and love 
of literature as a stepping stone for 
constructive education.

An interesting link with this knowl 
edge of the classics is the story re 
garding several trees to be found on 
the campus of the University of South 
Carolina. Prof. E. L. Green, who has
 pent a life time in studying the his 
tory of the university, and in fact the 
history of Columbia, is the authority 
for the several delightful tales which 
cluster about a laurel tree now grow 
ing beside the steps that lead to Pro 
fessor Olsen s home, the first house on 
the south side of the university cam 
pus. This laurel tree, tradition says, 
was brought by Prof. Francis Lieber 
riom Virgil's grave.' Professor Green 
;ayi that some 20 yean ago he vis- 
ted the grave of Virgil in Naples
-id at tha k tun* no laurel tree was to

be found, although it is posnibla that 
some 80 or 90 years ago such a tre* 
may have flourished by the poet's, 
grave. Of course, it will never be 
really known whether this tree grew 
in the sacred soil of Virgil's grave, 
but H Is a greai comfort to the many 
hundreds of students in this state 
who are vigorously trying to extract 
from the great autlvr some of thft
beauty of his work to know that in 
their own Capital City is a shrub 
which forever forms a link with his 
home.

Professor Lieber is also credited 
with having planted in the yard of 
the home now occupied by Prof. H. 
C. Davis an olive or bay tree from 
Dante's grave in Ravenna. The story 
is told that Professor Lieber, who came 
to the South Carolina College in 1835 
as professor of history and political 
economy, passed his first year in the 
house on the north side of the cam 
pus which is now the home of Pro 
fessor Davis. Finding the house UIT- 
comfortable. Professor, Lieber. with

the trustees' per minimi, uu/ved 10 
the newly erected dwelling on the 
other side of the campus where he 
planted the Virgil laurel. It was in 
this home that Professor Lieber lived 
as long as he was conected with the 
college.

"The tradition regarding these trees 
ie alluring. Professor LJeber himself 
wag not in Italy after 1823, 12 years be 
fore he came to Columbia. But some 
friend, perhaps the historian of Rome, 
Niebuhr, could have sent it to him,"

Professor Lieber is also credited with 
having brought and planted on the 
campus wall near the library roots 
of ivy from Kenilworth castle. 

Goes to Columbia University.
Trees do not furnish the only tra 

ditions regarding Francis Lieber. One 
of the least known and most inter 
esting of these stories was told by 
Prof. Yates Snowden when the writer 
professed her ignorance of the fame 
of the portrait painter Scarborough. 
It seems that Professor Lieber had 
beer! elected an honorary member of 
the Euphradian Literary society at 
the university and that as a mark of 
the admiration and esteem felt for him 
by the students, Scarborough, who 
was a popular portrait painter of the 
state, was commissioned to paint the 
well known economist. -In 1856 Pro 
fessor Lieber accepted a chair at Co 
lumbia university where he became 

h*n ardent advocat* at abolition, go 
ing so far as to preside over an aboli 
tion meeting in the year 1860. When 
the news of this action reached the 
college, an extra meeting of the Eu 
phradian Literary society was called 
so that the members could express 
their indignation by the erasure of 
Lieber's name from the rolls of mem 
bership of the society, and to remove 
his portrait as well as a bust of him 
from their hall. It is an old tradition 
in the society that an impetuous mem 
ber, inflamed by the action of Lieber, 
seized the bust, threw it from the 
window and smashed it into a mil 
lion pieces. However, that does not 
accord with the story told by Mrs. 
Wolfe, Mrs. Currell's aunt, who at 
one time told that when her aunt 
was visiting at the home of Mrs. 
Charles W. Venable in Columbia ah* 
heard the story of a young lady who, 
when she was going to a dance with 
Oscar Lieber, the son of Francis Lit- 
ber, was escorted bv him into a car 
riage, using as a stepping-stone the 
bust of his father which had, whan 
thrown from the window, fallen into 
the gutter where it had lam ignored 
for many weeks. Oscar Liebsr, un 
like his father, was true to th« tra 
dition to the South and gave his all 
in the Confederate cause.

Professor Snowden embellished the 
s/ory by telling that when the stu 
dents had built a big bonfire to bum 
the Scarborough picture of Lieber,
one far-seeing soul decided that It 
was very wasteful as they had spent 
J72.50 for the portrait He, therefore, 
persuaded his companions to slip the 
portrait from its frame and wreak 
their indignation on the frame only. 
This potrait is at present in an art 
gallery in New York City and its 
value is estimated at thousands of 
dollars, being considered one of the 
best examples of the work of W. H. 
Scarborough who did much of 
portraiture in Columbia, beginning in 
the year 1R30.

Modern Italian learning is repre 
sented, from the arboreal standpoint, 
in Columbia by bamboo from the 
garden of 1he great doctor. Lombroso, 
who has the distinction of being an 
authority on physical and mental con 
ditions as well as the added distinc 
tion of being the father-in-law of tht 
historian, Ferrara. Some yoars ago

BAY FBOM DANTE'S GRAVE.
when Dr. Jar ics W. Babcock was mak- that education and conservation must
ing an intensive study of the cause go hand in hand, the women of Rich-
and cure of pellagra he visited Doc- land county take pride in pointing to
tor Lombroso at his home in Italy, our trees and our buildings, to the
When he returned to Columbia he spots which mark the development
brought with him a root of Italian of > people. ____
bamboo from Lombroso's garden * * *
which he generously shared with his I
friend, August Kohn. This bamboo, |
a very small leafed variety otosely '
resembling the Japanese, is of such
luxuriant growth that it is necessary
to keep it severely trimmed. This .
luxuriance has made it possible for t
roots to be given to lovers of flowers '
all over the state so that it is truly
possible now to find a bit of Lorn-
broso's bamboo in any of the four
corners of South Carolina.

Fixing Plane of Culture.
It has been said that a people's , 

interest, their plane of culture may 
be Judged by the stories that they 
love and the tales which are passed 
by them from father to son. Colum 
bians have treasured the laurel tree 
which has come, so tradition says, - 
from the grave of Virgil as they have [ 
treasured the bay from the tradi- 
tioned grave of Dante. Not all Colum 
bians have read Tke Divine Com 
edy," but they have b«en reared In an 
atmosphere in which the great work 
of this writer is about as well known 
and as greatly loved as the modern 
thriller of today, Columbians love \ 
the stories and the talei which link j 
them with an atmosphere of learning ; 
which act as a spur to the hard work r 
of keeping up the traditions of edu- | 
cation that were begun by our fore- J 
fathers even before the university was ( 
s*t in th* midst of our city. These 
trees are tangible evidence of this 
love and deserve our consideration 
and care.

The South Carolina Federation of 
Women'* Clubs was one of the pio 
neer organizations to appreciate the 
necessity of the preservation of the 
natural resources of our stats. Thi* 
organization has labored long and) 
with a certain degree of effectiveness 
for tht conssTva.tion of our forests, 
our waterways, and our history. They ' 
have given enthuMastic support to 
the conservation program put forth , 
by the major organizations of South 
Carolina. The Richland County fed 
eration fs«Is It an honor to us* its 
influence for the preservation of those 
things which art so worth whll* in 
Columbia sad in the county. Feeling


