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First South Carolina State House 
Built in Charles Town Was Burned 
After 35 Fears; Drawine Turns Up

Only Picture of Structure Known to Be Extant Ap 
pears on Twenty Pound Note of Provincial Cur 
rency Issued in 1768 and Brought to Secretary State 
Historical Commission by Friend From Cheraw. 
Cost Nearly Sixty Thousand Pounds Sterling. 
State H6use Which Replaced It, Though State 
House in Columbia Was Already Under Way, Is 
Now Courthouse of Charleston County.

BY A. S. SAUXY.
Rom tht first settlement of South 

Carolina, begun in 1670, when Charles 
Town wa* established on its first site 

] on th# south bank of the Klawah, 
or Aahlev, river, the Mat of govern 
ment of South Carolina was at 
Charles Town (which became Charles 
ton by an Act of tht General As 
sembly ol the State ratified August 
13, 1783) until 1790, when it was re 
moved to the newly established capi 
tal. Columbia.

Tor over three-quarters of a century 
after the founding of Charles Town 
the legislative and executive branches 
of the government of the province of

Only view known to be extant of 
first South Carolina State House ap 
pears in cornar of provincial note for 
30 pounds sterling issued In 1768.

South Carolina functioned in rented 
'luarter*, although repeated effort* 
had been made during those year* to 
procure a State House.

On June 7, 1712, an Act was ratified 
by the General Assembly "for building 
a convenient State House for the 
holding of the General Assemblies, 
Courts of Justice, and other public 
uses." Fifteen hundred pounds was 
appropriate^ for the purpose. A con 
troversy arose between the General 
Assembly and the Lords Proprietors 
ovtr the proposal to use for the pur 
pose the arrears in the payments of 

i quit rent* by the people of the prov- 
J ince, and no State House was built. 

On March 20, 1718-19, another Act 
was passed providing that in case 
the Lord* Proprietors should allow 
all th« arrears of quit rents to be 
received by them from purchases of 
l,md and from all other due* pay 
able to them to the end of the year 
1723, over and above the salaries of 
the public official* of the province 
and other contingent charges of the 
government,11 payable by the Lords 
Proprietor*, to be used for the pur 
pose, that it should be "appropriated 
toward* the building of a Publick State 
House with convenient apartments, 

J for the sitting of the Governour and 
* Council and the other house of As- 

and for holding the

siit:d to join with the Commons House 
in providing for suitable furniture 
for the use of the several offices of 
the government.

On March 16, 1756, the commission 
ers directing the building, of the State 
House, which appears to have been 
still unfinished, reported that they 
had spent 22,000 pounds and still owed 
7,185 pounds, ona shilling and ona 
penny. Of that amount 16,456 pounds, 
eighteen shilling*, and ten pence haa 
been expended for workmanship, labor 
and materials and 3,500 pounds had 
been sent to Great Britain for addi 
tional materials.

On March 31, 1756, the Commons 
House resolved to provide "not ex 
ceeding" 12,500 pourids for "finishing

ing a part of the wainscoating, which 
projected over tho bricks, above the 
fire place. Several persons ruahed into 
the room, and could have easily ex 
tinguished the fire if they had been 
reaidily supplied with water. But 
after this necessary repellant arrived 
in sufficient quantity, the flames 
ascended into the upper story, and 
there formed a crown of ruin over the 
whole building. Happily, for the 
adjacent houses, there was a very 
light wind, until nearly the fury 
of the firo was spent. The building 
wa* begun in 1753. The first stone 
thereof was laid by J. Glen, Esq., then 
Governor, on the 22nd June, attend 
ed by the council, the general assem 
bly, etc. Tha expense amounted to

the State House/ and that amount was j 59*12? pound* sterling." 
included in the Act ratified May 21, J jf fae Gazette's figure* for the cost 
1757, for making appropriations for -; of tne building are correct then over 
the year from January 1, 1756, to ri j.OQO pound* of
January I, 1757.

Jourts of Judicature, and for apart 
ments of the several Publick Officers 
to keep their records and offices, and 
also for the building of a publick 
house or prison, for the use of the 
Marshall of the Province, but the Mar 
shall to be obliged to pay a rea 
sonable rent for the same yearly, to 
the Lord* Proprietors Receiver Gen 
eral, for the use of the Lords Pro- 
frietors, in order to keep the Publick 

tate House in repair." (Appears to 
have been a similar plant to that 
of tfylay for the Richland county 
courthouse.)

In a letter from Governor Robert 
Johnson, of South Carolina, written 
tan years later to the president of 
the Lords Commissioners of Trade 
and Plantations and dated Decem 
ber 19, 1729, it is evident that the 
Royal Government had not been much 
more receptive of the idea of allowing 
the selections from the delinquent 
quit rents to be allocated to the 
building of a State House for the 
province than had the Lords Pro 
prietors,, and over twenty years more 
paned by before any decisive action 
was taken.

On January 29, 1751, a committee 
of the Commons House of Assem 
bly, appointed to report on revision 
of the duty laws aryi all other laws 
concerning the public revenues and 
how appropriated by said laws, 
which should be continued and how 
they could be rendered more ser 
viceable to the public, reported that 

,, the extra duty on rum. madeira wine, 
,; sugar and molasses amounted annually 

to 8,743 pounds, and recommenced 
that 2,000 pounds thereof be appro 
priated annually for building a State 
House in Charlei Town.

Ctnuerstone Laid In 1753. 
By the 35th section of the Gen- j 

erel Duty Act, passed June 14, 1751, 1 
2,500 pounds was allotted annually 
for the ten years fo4 building a State 
House. The SouJi Carolina Gazette 
for July, 2, 175i. annminceH:

"On Thursday the 22d of June (be 
ing also the Day of Hij Majesty's 
happy Accession to the Throne, when 
he entered into the 27th Yttr of His 
Reign) the Corner Ston* of OUR 
STATE HOUSE, was laid, by His 
Excellency th* Governor, and a Sum 
of Money thereon: After him. the sev 
eral Members of His Majesty's Coun 
cil and the Assemby, the Commis 
sioners, and other Gentlemen who at 
tended the Governor, laid each a Brick 
in the proper Manner; and then they 
all proceeded to Mr, Gordon's where, 
after Dinner, Toasta suitable to the 
Day and Occasion were drunk."

On March 13. 1756. the Commons 
House addressed a communication to 
the governor and Council to inform 
them that it had resojved to remove 
from the place where it was then 
sitting to the State House on the 25th 
of the month and to fteslre them to 
make choice of such rooms in the 
State House ai they should think most 
convenient for their purposes. The 
governor and Council ware also dc- I

2.000 pounds of the last appropriation 
i| were not expended; quit* a change

On April 18, 1758, the commissioners | from the earlier expenditures, which 
reported that they had expended 37.- II always exceeded appropriations. 
437 pounds and five pence of the 37,- - The State House was very soon re- 
500 pound* appropriated and still j' constructed, with some changes, not- 
' . . .... . i withstanding the fact that there ~ "owed 3,593 pound*, ten shillings and . .
nine pence on the work.

On March 29, 1759, 1.250 pound* 
wa* allocated to the fund for build 
ing the State House from the In 
come of the general duty fund, and 
on the 4th of April following the 
commissioner* again reported the def 
icit of 3,593 pounds, ten shillings 
and nine pence, which they had re 
ported the previou* year. The report 
was referred to a committee and on 
April 28, 1760, was referred to an 
other committee. On May «, 1760, 
the committee reported that of the 
37,500 pounds received by the com 
missioner* 37,437 pounds and five pence

then being constructed another State 
House in the newly established town 
of Columbia. After the government 
offices had been moved to Colum 
bia in 1790 and 1791, Charleston Dis 
trict acquired the former State House 
property for the district courthouse. 
After many repairs and some changes 
it is said usea as the courthouse of 
Charleston county.

Until recently the writer had never 
been able to procure a picture of 
this first State House as It appeared 
before it was burned. Some months 
ago a friend from Cheraw came in 
with some old currency of the prov 
ince of South Carolina to show tn

had been expended up to April 18, me. and there on one of the bills for 
1759, on workmen, laborer* and ma- ! ngg was a miniature picture of the
teria) and that there was then still 
due 3,572 pound*, six shillings and 
four pence; that subsequently three 
additional claim* had been filed: by 
Justinu* Stoll for smith's work of 11 
pound*, eighteen shillings and six 
pence; for salary of the clerk of the 
commission for one year and three 
month* of 125 pounds and by Bruneit 
& Miller, contractors, for time lost 
while courts were Bitting in the 
builrling, of 429 pounds, making a total 
indebtedness of 4,138 pound*, four 
shillings, and ten pence, or 4.075 
pound*, five shillings and three pence 
m excess of appropriations. The 
House resolved to raise 3,572 pound*, 
six shillings and four pence more, to 
allow Stoll's claim in full, to cut the 
clerk's salary to 62 pound*, ten shil 
lings and the contractor's claim to 250 
pounds. Deducting the unexpended 
balance of 62 pounds, seven shillings 
and seven pence arid tho 241 pound.1 
and ten shillings that had been scaled 
from the clerks salary and the con- 
tractors's claim left a balance of 3.770 
pounds, sixteen shillings and eight 
pence to be made up. The report 
finally declared a balance in favor 
of the treasurer of 23,770 pounds, 
sixteen shillings and eight pence. 
The appropriation Act of 1760 carried 
an item for the State House of 3,886 
pounds, fourteen shillings and ten 
pence, which wa» ten pound* less than 
the total of the deficit reported April 
18, 1758, and the three subsequent 
claims approved, giving a total expen 
diture to May 6, 1760, of 41,323 pounds, 
fifteen shilling and three pence. Add 
to that the apparent additional ap 
propriation of 20,000 pounds obtain«fi 
from the general duty fund and we 
have a total of appropriation of 61.- 
323 pounds, fifteen shillings and three 
pence a* the total of appropriation*. 

Destroyed by Fire,
On Tuesday, February 5. 1788, the 

building was destroyed by fir« of ac 
cidental origin. The Gazette for Feb 
ruary 7th reported:

"On Tuesday evening a fire wa* dis 
covered In the Senate-room of the 
State House, which, in a few hour*, 
reduced that building to a pile of 
ruins. The conflagration commenced 
by tin? intense ho;:; o( the fire, catch-

con temporaneou* State ~_Hou*e.

Columbia.
A. S. SALLEY.


