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S.C.'s Worst 
Tornadoes

South Carolina's most destructive tornado in modern times 
traveled 135 miles from Aikcn to Florence counties on April 
30,1924.

In left 67 dead, 678 injured, 465 homes destroyed and af 
fected some 2,532 persons.

Charleston had a series of five very destructive tornadoes 
Sept. 29, W38. Causing major property damage, it killed 32 
people and destroyed 120 buildings, the greatest natural dis 
aster in the Port City area since the earthquake of 1886 
which left 87 fatalities.

There has not been a tornado in South Carolina since Oct. 
1, 1966. near Bishopville. There has not been a fatality, large 
ly because of the effort of the S. C. Civil Defense Agency 
and its watches and warning system since three people died 
in Dillon Sept. 29, 1963.

The worst tornadoes in South Carolina include:
DATE
Aug. 3, 1912

Mav 7, 1915

May 7. 1915

Aug. 20, 1915 

Nov. 17, 1918 

April 1920

March 17, 1922 

April 30, 1924

June 23, 1924 
Oct. 25, 1925

Aug. 10, 1928 

March 13, 1929

April 25, 1929

PLACE
York

Darlington
Kershaw
Marlboro

Newberry
Orangeburg

Clarendon

Greenville 

Hampton

Oconee
Anderson

Saluda
Laurens

Greenville
Chester

Orangeburg
Aiken

Anderson
Greenville

Spartan burg
Union
York

Lee County
Laurens

Greenville
Abbeville
Anderson
Lexington

Pickens

Anderson 
Laurens

DESCRIPTION
Killed one, caused over $1 mil 
lion property damage. 
Killed four, injured 111, caused 
considerable property damage.

Killed four, injured 17, caused 
considerable property damage.

Five-mile path, killed one, $45,-
000 damage.
Killed one, injured eight, $15,-
000 damage.
Six tornadoes injured 15, pnop-
erty damage of $160,000.

March 22, 1932 Spartanburg 
Cherokee

May 5, 1933 Anderson
Greenville

Laurens
April 6, 1936 Anderson

Feb. 3, 1939 

Dec. 1, 1942

Lexington 
Richland

Kershaw 
Greenville
Abbeville 

Darlington
Fairfield

Killed 5, injured 20, $45,000
damage.
Ten persons died, 100 injured,
100-mile path tornado, major
property damage.

Killed two, left 32 homeless. 
Tornado injured five, caused 
$109,300 property damage 
along 50-miJe path

Two died, nine injured, tornado 
near Batesburg. 
Nine died, ]0 injured, tornado 
at Six-Mile Creek, $30,000 dam 
age.
From Anderson to Enoree kill 
ed 6, injured 40, considerable 
property damage. 
$200,000 damage, four dead, 34 
injured, 35 homeless. 
45-mile path, killed 19, injured 
100, left 80 homeless.

City of Anderson, $250,000 dam 
age, killed one, injured 30, 
wrecked 50 homes. 
Demolished 35 buildings, dam 
aged over 100 building, six per 
sons injured.
Two tornadoes, series of thun 
derstorms, killed one, injured 
20, caused $250,000 damage.

'April 16, 1944 

May 10, 1952

I
Jan. 8, 1953 

March 13, 1955

April 24, 1955 

V April 5, 1957

. April 8, 1957

J Sept. 11, 1960

April 12, 1961 
Aug. 29, 1964

Oct. 7, 1965 
Aug. 7, 1966

Oct. 1, 1966

Anderson
Abbeville

Greenwood
Newberry
Greenville

Spartanburg
Union

Cherokee
Florence

Saluda
Aiken

Cherokee

Lancasler
Chesterfield

Lexington 
Newberry 
Lancaster

Lancaster
Chesterfield

Marlboro
Charleston

Horry

Hartsville 
Florence

Charleston 
Berkeley 
Richland 
Kershaw

Darlington 
Horry

Charleston

Bishopville

Killed 18 and injured 116, over 
300 homes and buildings de 
stroyed, another 350 damaged.

Severe thunderstorm, two fa 
talities, damage of $225,000, 
evidence of tornado action.

Killed two people, caused $60,- 
000 damage near Effingham. 
Tornadoes, hail storms caused 
over $2,500,000 in crop damage 
and $550,000 in property dam 
age. Two were killed. 
Severe wind, hail storm, evi 
dence of tornado activity, $1,- 
300,000 damage. 
Property damage of $11,000 
from south of Batesburg to 
northeastern Lake Murray. 
One person was injured. Over 
$65,000 damage near Newberry 
and the northern part of Lan 
caster.
50 miles in length, 100 yards 
wide, injured 16, caused $1,000- 
000 in property damage. 
Associated with Hurricane 
Donna injured 10, caused over 

$500.000 damage. 
One killed.
Associated with Hurricane 
Cleo, spotted from noon to 9:30 
p.m.. Property damage at Cas- 
satt. Darlington and 14 miles 
northwest of Columbia on the 
edge of Lake Murray, 
Aynor, considerable damage. 
Two - mile path, considerable 
damage in the Hampton Park 
and College Park area. 
Eight-mile path, family trap 
ped in bouse trailer.
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When Tornadoes Approach 
Follow These Safety Rules

The Evironmental Science 
Services Administration has 
suggestions on what to do 
when you learn a tornado is 
expected.

The Weather Bureau points 
out a tornado watch means 
tornadoes are expected to de 
velop, while a tornado warn 
ing means a tornado has 
actually been sighted.
These are the suggestions:

Seek inside shelter, prefer 
ably in a tornado cellar, un 
derground excavation, or a 
steel - framed or reinforce^ 
concrete building of substan 
tial construction.

IN CITIES OR TOWNS

In office buildings stand 
in an interior hallway or a 
lower floor, preferably in the 
basement.

In factories on receiving

a tornado warning, post a 
lookout. Workers should move 
quickly to the section of the 
plant offering the greatest 
protection in accordance with 
advance plans.

In homes - the basement 
usually offers the greatest 
safety. Seek shelter under a 
sturdy workbench or heavy 
table if possible. In a home 
with no basement, take cover 
under heavy furniture in the 
center part of the house. Keep 
some windows open, but stay 
away from them.

House trailers are par 
ticularly vulnerable to over 
turning during strong winds. 
Trailer parks should have a 
a community leader respon 
sible for constant radio moni 
toring during threatening 
weather or during watch per 
iods.

IN SCHOOLS 
Whenever possible, go to an

interior hallway on the lowest 
floor. Avoid auditoriums and 
gymnasiums or other struc 
tures with wide, free   span 
roofs.

IN OPEN COUNTRY

If a building is not of rein- 
forced construction, go 
quickly to a nearby rein 
forced building, or to a ravine 
or open ditch and lie flat.

Move away from the torna 
do's path at a right angle. 
If there is no time to escape, 
lie flat in the nearest depres 
sion, such as a ditch or ra 
vine.

KEEP LISTENING

Your radio and television 
stations will broadcast the 
latest tornado advisory infor 
mation. Call the weather bu 
reau only to report a tornado.


