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SOIL CONSERVATION OFFICE ISSUES ANNUAL 
REPORT ON ACTIVITY IN CHESTER COUNTY

This report for 1953 ia the third 
annual report made by the Super 
visors of the Chester Soil Conser 
vation District to the people of 
Chester County. Soil conserva 
tion district* are established1 as a 
ttbdivisioa of the State by State 
law, therefore the Supervisors 
each year give a report of the dis 
trict program, programs and ac 
tivities to the people in this dis 
trict.

This supervisors report is made 
particularly around the activities 
and progress in this district of soil 
and water conservation. From 
the beginning of the year through 
aow rainfall was approximately 
eight inches below the preceding 
year in Chester County. Research 
and farmers cooperating with the 
Chester Soil Conservation District 
have found that something can be 
done to conserve normal rainfall 
by proper use and treatment of 
the land to decrease drouth dam 
age. Research data indicates that 
on Class IV land' 19-5 per cent of 
the rainfall runs off when cotton 
ia grown continuously, as compar 
ed to 1.3 per cent for kudzu and 
£ per cent for eericea lespedeza. 
Of course, these two perennial 
crops will compare very favorably 
with most other permanent grass 
es and legumes. During the year 
farmers cooperating with the Ches 
ter Soil Conservation District 
planted BB4 acres of sericea, 
built 61.7 miles of terraces, and 
established 108 acres of vegeta 
tive water disposal areas to con 
serve soil, water and mineral nu 
trients. They also used other 
drouth resistant crope, such a* 
Coaatal Bermuda grass and rota 
tion B of reseeding crimson clover
 aid grain sorghum.

Other practice*, such ae etubble 
mulching, contour cultivation and 
the growing of cover crops were 
need to increase the amount of 
water going into the soil and de 
creasing the amount running off. 
Twenty-two new farm ponds were 
bulH during the year to store
 owe of the excess water that 
farmers could not *tor« in the soil. 
Farmers recognize there is little 
tb«y can do about the weather, but 
much they can do through con 
servation farming to eave and put 
to rtwximum beneficial use natural 
rainfall.

The Board of Supervisors 
through the Education Committee 
ox* the Program for Greater Ser 

vice, headed up by Supervisor C. 
B. Reid, has made very concerted 
effort with much success in co 
operating and assisting the schools 
of the county towards relating soil 

land water conservation to subjects 
! in the school. Through the super 
intendent of the schools, these pro 
grams have become popular with a 
number of the teachers. Miss 
May me Colvin, Science teacher of 
the Chester High School, has 
shown several pictures on soil and 
water conservation to her classes 
in an effort to relate conservation 
to her subject matter. Mrs. M. 
M. Crowdcr of the Home Econo 
mics Department of the Chester 
High School, has shown several 
pictures on the topic soil and wa 
ter conservation and how it can 
be related to home economics and 
the making of better living con 
ditions and statxiardfi in the home. 

Other teachers of the public 
schools who have shown unusual 
interest in relating soil and Wf ter 
conservation to their subject* ar*: 
Mrs. B. C. Carter of Foote Street 
School, Mr. C. W. Derrick, Prin 
cipal, Lewisville High School, Miss 
Edith Grant,'Gayle School, Mrs. 
Marie Atkinson, Lowrys Elemen 
tary School, C. D. Kyzer, Princi 
pal, Great Falls High School. All 
of the above-named teachers have 
to some degree made very excel 
lent progress toward teaching of 
the younger generation the im 
portance as well as toe dependen 
cy mankind has ia relation to soil 
and water conservation.

The Chester County Education 
Association has held two county- 
wide meetings on soil and water 
conservation, one being held in the 
Fort Lawn school, at which a talk 
was made by the technician of the 
Soil Conservation Service and a 
picture, "Yours is the Land" wa« 
also shown. Many teachers as a
resul^ of this meeting requested in- 
foraatJOTi and material to incor 
porate with tlMir dsmooiB
studies.

In Odoke* ef this year a v«ry 
 xicelJent program OTM held by the 
County Teachers Association at 
tB* Chester High Scho»L At this 
meetinr Mn. Warren V. Culler, 
Fifth grade teacher of the Meffi- 
cfaamp Elementary Scheol in 
Orangeburg County, waa the prin 
cipal speaker. At this program 
Mrs. OaBer oemojutrat«d in a very 
striking way the manner in which 
she relates the science of »il and

water conservation to the 
children in the fifth grade. Mrs. 
Culler brought drawings by the 
children of different characters 
which the children used to illus 
trate the good pointe of soil and 
water conservation and the bad 
points of water loss and soil eros 
ion. Mrs. Culler was accompanied 
to Chester and assisted in the 
meeting by Mr. J. E. Beasley, 
Principal of the Mellichamp Ele 
mentary School

The following civic clubs and 
organizations in Chester and Ches 
ter County have had w& <»r more 
programs on the subject of soil 
and water conservation: The Ex 
change Club, Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Rotary Club, Lions 
Club, West Cheater Mea'e Club, 
Lewwville Mctfe Clnb, Lewisville 
Parent-Teacher Association, Great 
FaHs F. F. A., Chester Garden 
Club, Diversity Study Club, Great 
Falls Young- Farmers of America, 
Chester Young- Fanners of A- 
merica. and Boy SconU «f A- 
merica.

Vocational Agriculture teacher, 
J. D. Winburn, of Chester High 
School and J. C. Rollings worth of 
Great Falls School have taught 
 everal unite of soil and water 
conservation to their F. F. A. boys 
as well as to the Y. F. A. Mr. 
Winburn held one field trip on the 
surveying of terrace lines, in 
which he was assisted by tn« tech 
nicians of the SCS. Says Mr. 

If Winburn, "It is very important 
| that these young boys have a 
j knowledge of the importance of 

conserving two of our great
natural resources, that of soil and 
water. While improvement of 
»e«da and fertilizers has advanced 
farming: to a large degree, it would 
be disastrous not to take in the 
great importance of conserving 
our soil* and rainfall."

The Chester Soil Conservation 
District famished Mr. Winburn 
16.000 bicolor plants and 1,000 
multiflora rose seedlings to be 
u»ed by his F. F. A. boya in their 
home project*. The bicolor plants 
were obtained from th* Sooth 
Carolina Wildlife Resource* De 
partment, while the rose seedlings 
were secured from the SCS Nurs 
ery near Rock HUM. 
4-H ClwW

In order to reach the rural 
youth with the acwnce of Mil and 
water conservation, D. C. Wylie, 
Jr., County Agricultural Agent 
ha« cooperated with the Board of

Supervisors in urging these boys to 
use sound conservation practices 
on their farms. Each year Mr. 
Wylie with his assistant, Mr. C. E. 
Busby, conducts at least one meet-1 
ing on the discussion of conser-j 
vation of our natural resources. 
After a full discussion of this 
subject in his meetings, the county 
agent or his assistant point* out 
to the 4-H boys how they can use 
practices to further the job of soil 
and water conservation in the 
Chester District.
Boy Scout*

The District hss coopeiatod in 
assisting the Bey Scouts of the 
county in earning their merit 
badges for work in conservation.
Charcbe*

Through the - Chester County 
Ministerial Association, the Su 
pervisors were able to reach all of
the pastors of the county, and dur 
ing National Conservation Week in 
May of this year, a number of ex 
cellent sermons were preached at 
the various churches in the re 
lationship of soil and the soul of 
mankind.
Cooperating Bu*in«**«»

The bankers, farm machinery 
dealers, seed dealers, merchants, 
and civic clubs have all shown spe 
cial interest in soil conservation 
as it relates to the success of their 
clients, and have emphasized soil 
conservation in many ways. The- 
District Supervisors are keenly a- 
ware of the importance of the co 
operating" businesses and the valu 
able work which they are doing to 
wards the advancement of the dis 
trict program. The Supervisors are 
in deep appreciation for this co 
operation.

The Farm Bureau Federation 
has shown and demonstrated their 
outstanding interest in the district 
program.

Affiliate mem nets in Chester 
County of the National Associa 
tion of Soil Conservation Districts 
were: The Pwples National Bank, 
The Commercial Bank, The Bank 
of Great Falls, Victor Fertiliser 
Company, Sandifer Farm Equip 
ment Company, W. T. Belts and 
Sons, The Cofer Tractor Company 
of Rock Hill, S. C. 
Pr»fr««4 Tk» Ywtr aa4 T» Data

Progress this year among co 
operating fanners of the District 
In establishing soil and water con 
servation practices haa been far- 
reaching. 807 acres of pastures 

seeded- thla year, bringing the

tutetJ to a^pruxmi&tely 6,oOO 
2,462 additional acres were rotat 
ed between close-growing and row 
crops. Fanners of the district 
also are using the valuable prac- 
ice of water cover cropping. This 
year 673 acres of cover crops were 
planted in the county. Land 
clearing this year totaled 292 
acres of productive hillside or bot 
tom land. A large portion of this 
land cleared went into permanent 
summer or winter pastures.

These practices listed above are 
but a part of the number that go 
in to make up a complete soil and 
water conservation plan. It is the 
objective of the District Super 
visors working through all the 
agricultural agencies, to promote 
complete aoil and water conserva 
tion plans on farms as fast as eon- 
dj£kms permit. The trend in Ches 
ter County naturally leans heavily 
toward permanent planting* 
whereby erosion and depletion of 
our soils will be reduced to a 
minimum. So far this year, 99 
new farmers have bad soil and wa 
ter conservation plans worked out, 
by mutual agreement between the 
District and the farmer with the 
assistance of the SCS technicians, 
on their farms. This number is 
the greatest number of new plans 
that have been written in one year 
since the organization of the Dis 
trict.
Cooperating Agricultural A<«nciei

In regards to conservation on 
farms in Chester County D. C. Wy 
lie, Jr., County Agent, says, "I 
don't think anyone has yet rea 
lized the value and jx>teritialitiea 
that are natural tc u*. In the 
past years, we have more or less 
taken for granted what nature 
gave us without much considera 
tion as to the wise use of our soils 
in conserving them for future 
generations. It is a known fact 
that we are extremely short in 
organic matter in all of our soils, 
and the only way that this can 
ever be replaced is through a sys- 
«m aa advocated through the best 
conservation practices. In Ches 
ter County the type of agriculture 
has change^ in the paet few years 
from almost a strictly row-type 
agriculture to more pastures and 
close-growing crops to support a 
growing livestock industry. The 
Soil Conservation Service and the 
Extension Service have worked 
hand in hand on promoting this 
type of agriculture, both for the 
sake of the soil and for better 
farm living. We realize that every 
phase of agriculture is dependent 
upon good soil for best results, 
smd that the man who practices 
goo<} *oil conservation w, in moat 
instances, the man who also has a 
good income, a well-kept farm, 
and a fakh standard of living."

"ine >HA under the direction of 
Mr. W. E. Pugh haa been very co 
operative in supporting the Dis 
trict and its governing body in 
getting the job of soil and water 
conservation on the land. Mr. 
Pugh has promoted the id<ea of 
sound farming by his clients 
through sound soil and water con 
servation practices on the lend.

The Production and Marketing 
Administration through its pro 
gram of cost-sharing assisted the} 
District program to a large extent, j 
Farmers of the Chester District 
received dufing the calendar year 
19&3 a total of 1,266 tons of lim 
stone, 951 tons of superphosphate, 1 
525 tons of basic slag, 156 tons 01 
potash, and 25 tons of pasture;
grass seeds. Al] of the above ma 
terials were applied for the estab 
lishment and improvement of pas 
tures in the district. Without such 
valuable assistance through this 
agency and the County Committee,; 
the conservation program wouM ' 
definitely be retarded- for a num 
ber of years. The Supervisors 
would like to urge all farmers of 
the district to take advantage of 
the program for 1954. 
SCS Planting Stock ;

The SCS Nursery, located near i 
Rock Hill, S. C. furnished the j 
Chester Soil Conservation District 
Supervisors for re-allocation to lo- { 
eal farmer* of the district 5,400 
pounds Caley Peas for winter co 
ver and grazing, 170 bushels of 
Coastal Bermuda stolons for sum- j 
mer pasture, 65 pounds of love j 
trrass seed for highway stabilise- j 
tion, 100 pounds rescue grass fo;- 
winter prrazing, 5 bushels of Mc- 
Ginnis Bermuda grass for lawn 
bt-autifieation, ;i bushels Tifton 
Bermuda grass to the high schools 
for athletic fields, and 1,000 
multiflora rose seedlings for per 
manent fences. The SCS grew all 
of this planting stock specifically 
to be allotted to the districts, 
from which plantings could be 
be made to be observed- by farm 
ers of soil conservation district*. 
This supply of new planting stock 
has undoubtedly had « great deal 
of influence on new grasses and 
other plants in the various dis 
tricts of the state,
Farmer Quotations

*
George Simpaon of Rodman 

states, "I firmly believe in rota 
tion of crops, specifically 2 years 
of grain followed by 2 years of 
row crops. The organic matter 
turned under, or which might be 
called stubble mulch farming, has 
certainly helped me to make crops 
by storing of moisture when most 
certainly otherwise I would not 
have had production us I did."

Walker M. Atkinson states, 
"Sericea Irspedeza is almost a 
sure crop. The farmer may choose



between hmy, gracing, or a teed 
crop. If the farmer prefers hay 
crop, he may secure this crop of 
hay plus an excellent chance of 
fretting a second crop to produce 
seed. It the farmer grazes the 

i crop, it is very unlikely to produce 
hay crop or aeed crop unless 

| control-grazed. A« for mef I pre- 
j*er the seed crop. The price has 
been good since I started growing 
oericea approximately four years

Rodgers M. Reid, Richburg, S. 
C. says, 'The Brome grass allotted 
to me through the District Super 
visors apparently has excellent 
[possibilities. My first crop of this 
grass appears to be excellent for 
grazing in that my cows prefer 
Brome grass to fescue or rescue. 
I plan to harvest as many of these

 seeds as I can for an expansion on 
my farm of this particular crop." 

Moffatt White says, "The stock
 watering pond on the farm has 
proved to be of excellent value. 
This pond has made it possible to 
cross-fence the pastures and there 
by control-grate from one pasture 
to the other. The pond fits into 
the picture to the extent of af 
fording water whereby otherwise 
there would not be any supply a- 
vaikble for cattle."

M. M. Crowder, local technician 
of the Soil Conservation Service, 
aaye, "Farmers are becoming more 
ttwtre of. th« importance of apply 
ing *,i: ;ti i( ! water conservation 
practices. T:K- past two dry sum 
mers httVf definitely proved to the 
farmers that there is a definite 
need for conserving as much mois 
ture as is possible by use of vari 
ous crops arfd conservation prac 
tices. The trend of a largv num 
ber of farms in the district is from 
row crops to close-growing crops 
and permanent vegetation. The 
crops which have proved their 
worth to farmers in these dry 
spells have been that of sericea 
and kudzu. These two crops are 
perennial summer grazing crops, 
and their value has been proved by 

' the increased acreage that are be 
ing planted by the fanners."

t The District Supervisors are 
j highly pleased with the coopera- 
r tion of the Chester News and the

! ^f 
f Chester Reporter. These two pa-
i pere have consistently cooperated 

in publishing and disseminating 
soil and water conservation news. 
This publication of news has un 
doubtedly assisted the District to 
i large degree in the rate of ap 
plication of conservation practices 
to the land. The Supervisors of 
i he District are deeply apprecia 
tive of this valuable service ren 
dered. 
Proffram for Greater Service

The following supervisors head
ip the various committees in the
Program for Greater Service: C.
fi. Abell, program committee, K.
(1. Killiarv, legislative committee,

*. B. Reid, education committee,
I L*. E, Morrifton, publicity commit 

tee, and L. E. Stroud, finance com 
mittee.

This Program for Greater Ser 
vice is designed with a two-fold 
objective: It gives a definite as 
signment to each supervisor, and 
it brings to advisory committees 
nearly every organization in all 
walks of life for assistance of the 
supervisors.
AccomplUhment* to Date

The Education Committee has 
been very outstanding in its con 
tacts with the county and city 
schools. Practically every school 
in the county has at one time or 
another during the year had1 a 
program or instruction on soil and 
water conservation. The Finance 
Committee has been very active in 
securing memberships to the Na 
tional Association of Soil Conser 
vation Districts. The Chester Dis 
trict exceeded its quota of associ 
ate memberships.

The Publicity Committee has re- 
leased very timely articles per 
taining to eoil and water conser 
vation through local papers and 
radio.

The LegisVative Committee has 
been instrumental in securing fi 
nancial help from the county dele 
gation to aid in necessary survey 
work on cooperating farms.

The Program Committee has 
worked out a complete program 
for nine months of the year. Regu 
lar meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month from Sep 
tember through May.

Generally, farmers of the dis 
trict are more conservation-mind 
ed than ever before. The weather 
conditions and unfavorable crop 
years have forced the farmers to

consider the establishment and 
maintenance of more conservation 
practices. 
District Objective

Our District objective is to get 
more conservation (practices ap 
plied to the land, to use each acre 
within it* capability, an<t treat 
each acre according to its needs 
for sustained production. The 
Program for Greater Service has 
been very effective. The Commit 
tee members have been extremely 
cooperative. It is the aim of the 
District to continue and expand 
this projrram.
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ig Role In Protecting Soil
By MILES HUGHEY

Observer Agricultural Editor
LANCASTER, S. C.,   Lancaster 
)unty is South Carolina's undis- 

mted farm pond champion, claim- 
ig 495 in all, and these ponds are 

jerforming a real function in the 
{conservation of soil and water, ac-

'i^Hcording to John E. Nesbit, soil 
conservationist for the Lancaster 

, Soil Conservation District.
Hundreds of these ponds, which 

average just about an acre in area, 
and a center depth of eight feet, 
have enabled Lancaster farmers to 
make permanent pasture out of 
[and that otherwise could not be 
used in this manner, because the 
pond furnishes a year-round sup-
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It is recommended that the pond 
be stocked with 1,000 bream to the 
acre in the fall, and 100 bass to the 
acre the following spring. No fish 
ing should be done until about onr 
year after the bass stocking has 
been carried out, then heavy fish 
ing is recommended. At the be 
ginning of this period, the Isaak 
Waltons should be dragging out 
pound bass, just right for the fry 
ing pan.

FIRST YEAR WORST
The first year of a pond's exist 

ence is the worst, according to the 
soil conservationist, because it is 
during this period that the lanrl 
must attain its full absorption. 
before' the pond can retain all of 
the water.

ply of water for livestock,
"Farm ponds comprise one part

of a complete soil and water con-
jservation plan, which makes best
use of each acre on a farm by us-

,ing it within its capabilities," was
ihe way Mr. Nesbit described the
ponds' function.

Other officers in the Lancaster 
District include: Glenn C. Alexan 
der, chairman; district supervisors, 
W. Brice Montgomery, C. V. Mor 
ris. V. C. Robertson, Henry B. 
Small. The district is co-extensive 
with the County. ! 

SOIL IDEAL |
It's no accident that Lancaster 

las so many ponds, nor does the 
number in this county mean that 
every other county in the Carol mas 
can have so many. The shale char 
acteristics of Lancaster soil and 
its low absorption rate make it 
possible to build a pond with the 
statistics listed above, with only 
2.08 acre-feet of drainage.

One interesting fact pointed out 
by Mr. Nesbit is that less than 10 
per cent of the Lancaster ponds 
utilize streams or springs for their 
water source, depending entirely on 
drainage from small areas.

"A spring or stream is not nec 
essary for a good pond," explain 
ed Mr. Nesbit, "The right topog 
raphy and good erosion control 
along with good construction and 
management go toward making a 
satisfactory farm pond. Due to the 
rolling land surface of Lancaster 
County, few farms can be found 
in Lancaster County that do not 
have one or more good pond loca 
tions," he added.

This drainage water is kept in

AverVg"'pond in Lancaster costft LANCASTER COL\T\ FARM PONDS
about $250 to build, this cost goinc 
for 2 1-2 days operation with a 
bulldozer, which usually has to 
remove about 1,000 yards of earth, 
at 25 cents average cost per yard.

Private contractors in Lancaster 
and the immediate area have con 
structed the majority of ponds in 
the county.

In other areas, with crystalline 
type soils, the amount of drainapo 
must be increased in proportion, 
and in some cases, a running 
stream or perrenial spring is high 
ly desirable.

HELP SOIL CONSERVATION
The farm ponds shown above are two of the almost 500 located 

in Lancaster County, S. C. Both are of about average size for 
the county, one acre in area with a center depth of eight feet. 
The pond in the top photo is located on the Leon Robertson farm 
at Plea.sant Hill, S. C., its setting making a lovely pastoral scene. 
Mr. Robertson is also constJCUCtine a 2-Vaerc pond, to be u<-ed 

primarily for recreation. In the lower photo, a part of the herd 
belonging to J. D. Glenn is shown meandering around the pond on 
Mr. Glenn's farm in the Douglas section of northeastern Lan 
caster County Both ponds pictured furnish fish and water for 
livestock, as do a great majority of the other ponds in the 

- Jomfr. (Oserver fttaff Phyfos Hughey)

WEEK

good condition in the pond through 
;proper fertilization. A total of 100 
pounds of 8-8-4 fertilizer per acre] 
is recommended for application! 
in the early spring, this process 

,being repeated weekly until the] 
water has acquired the proper, 
color, and the turbid condition 
allows one to see only about 12] 
inches below the surface.

Even during last summer's ex-1 
treme dry weather, no Lancaster 
pond dried up, according to Mr. 
Vesblt, but there was an under 
standable amount of fluctuation in I 
(he water level.

A total of 456 of the ponds In! 
Lancaster are fish ponds, and this 
type pond is most usually associ 
ated with farm ponds In the lay-j 
man's mind.


