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WHEN I recall the enactment of the law hy the South Cam- 
Una Legislature lo create the Soil Conservation districts 

and to establish the state Soil Conservation committee, it seems 
impossible that 20 years have passed since that event.

"Yet when I read the latest statistics on the success of 1hc 
Soil Conservation districts in 
South Carolina, I realize that 
1!0 years is a short time indeed 
for the accomplishment of so 
much good in the interests of 
soil conservation.

"A brief look at the statistics 
shows that every year of the 
20 since April 17, 1937, the 
date the Soil Conservation 
act became law, has seen an 
average of more than 2.0-17 
farms entered into the pro 
gram, atfiiininc the present ln- 
tal of 40,939 farms now engaged in conservation practices.

"Still more ama/ing is the average number of acres per year* 
which have been put under conservat ion practices since 1937. 
There has been an average of 340,061 acres each year placed 
under approved practices, ii!l the proqram has now attained a 
total of 6,801,225 acres. That is one-third nt the Mate's land.

"Thus \ve see that in a comparatively phnrt time conserva 
tion of our land in South Carolina has developed from nothing 
into a vast, indispendabie system of land preservation and im 
provement.

"Before having the bill Introduced in the state senate, of 
which I was then a member, on March 24, 1937, I remember

"Soon after the bill was signed into Ihe law on April 17, Ifi'i,, 
Joe R Douthit became district .supervisor of the Upper Sa\an- 
nah Soil Conservation district and is now ihr oldest supervisor 
in yrars nf service in Ihc United States. Willie Camp of Gail- 
ncy is tho second,

"I am happy today that my faith in the land, and in the men 
and women who work it, has hern completely justified by the 
fine- accomplishments of the past 20 years. In my opinion, Jew 
pieces of legislation ever introduced in the South Carolina 
legislature have had more lasting or more far-reaching effects.

"We are yet to see greater achievements on the part of the 
Soil Conservation districts. I am sure their advances in scientific 
farming will he as significant in the m-xt 20 years as they have 
been in the past DO years."
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discussing the matter with Ernest Carnes of the Soil Conspr- 
vat ion service and L. D. Holmes, a prominent farmer of Johns- 
ton in Ecigefirld counly which I roprescnted. I also conferred 
with others, including Dr. T. S. Buie, who was Southeastern 
regional director of the United Slates Soil Conservation Service, 
J. W. Gaston, Sr.. prominent farm leader of Duncan, and E. C. 
McArthur of Gaffney, who later organued the National Asso> 
ciation of Soil Conservation Supervisors.

"My interest in soil conservation camp from my own early 
life in Kdgefield county while working nn a larm and later 
while serving as an agricultural teacher. I had a deep interest 
in seeing steps taken to conserve the land, not only for my pen- 
eration, hut also for the generations to come. That is why I 
sponsored the hill in the legislature.

"The bill pointed out that 'The farm land* of the state of 
South Carolina are among the basic assets nf the State and 
ihat the preservation of these lands is necessary lo protect 
and promote the health, safeiy, and central welfare of its pen- 
pie; that improper land-use practices have caused and have 
contributed tn, and are now causing and contributing to, a pro- 
gressivcly moir serious erosion of farm lands of this slate.'

"The consequences of this serious erosion of the land was 
also pointed out: How the soil washed and blew away, how the 
rivers were being silted, how wildJife food and coverage were 
destroyed, etc. Most important, it cited the fact that crop fail 
ures were bound to result from such neglect of the land.

"The bill staled: "That to conserve soil resources and con- 
trol or prevent soil erosion, It Is necessary that land-use prao 
tices be adopted and carried out . . .'

"Finally, It was declared to be the policy of the legislature tx> 
p rovidc for such conservation.
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IT gives me a special pleasure to join in celebrating the twen 
tieth anniversary of the, enactment of the. Soil Conserva 

tion District program in South Carolina. I remember well the 
day I signed into law, as Governor of South Carolina, the legis 
lation creating the South Carolina Conservation district laws. 

"It would have been impossible in 1037 for even the most 
rabid supporters among us 
to imagine what great strides 
in agricultural progress for 
South Carolina could result 
from these soil conservation 
laws we enacted then.

"One of the great things 
about our soil conservation pro 
gram Is the fact that it is 
locally governed and is entire 
ly voluntary from the stand 
point of participation. Looking 
at the Birerglh of the program 
and the widespread support it 
receives from both the farmers   rural areas  and the city 
areas of the state, it Is easy to see that it has been an extreme 
ly successfully operated program which has reached the un 
derstanding of all the people. This always Is a most important 
indicator of the amount of good in any government program 
and especially of one run in cooperation with the federal gov 
ernment.

"Of course, as successful as the program has been in promot 
ing the multiplicity of soil and water conservation practices it 
advocates, our job is not yet finished. Hardly has it reached the 
half-way mark of total possible accomplishments.

"For Instance, we have placed 1,913,310 acres of land under

conservation crop rotation, yet there are 2,365,919 acres remain 
ing In the need of similar programming. In the area of wood 
land protection, while we have placed 1,197,268 acres under 
conservation program, there still remains 6,919,023 acres to be 
dealt with. We have constructed 15,214 ponds under the water 
conservation practices but there is an estimated 40,493 yet to 
bp constructed. The same is true In each field of endeavor of 
the soil and water conservation program. Thp program has ac 
complished miracles to date but there is a tremendous task be-

"I think the leaders of the forty-four Soil Conservation dis 
tricts in my state are to be congratulated for their splendid 
work on the local level. The 40,959 farmers and farm owners 
who have enlisted their support of the soil and water conserva 
tion program in South Carolina deserve the highest praise, for 
without this wholehearted participation the program would be 
nothing at all. It is difficult to tell the story of the soil conser- 

j vat ion movement in a few words. The rejuvenation of old worn- 
; out farms, the restoration of forests, the preservation of our 
topsoil through cover crops, the protection of our water re- 
sources from waste and depletion, and all the other similar 

| great accomplishments of the program are sometimes hidden 
from view by more sensational news. Little do the people some- 
times realize what could happen to this great land of ours if 
wanton waste were to prevail and we had no such conserva 
tion programs underway.

"In my estimation, there Is no more important program in the 
field, of agriculture now being undertaken by the people of my 
state and the rest of our nation. We take extreme pride In 
the accomplishments of our engineering work? such as our 
beautiful city buildings, our highways, and our bridges and air 
ports, etc.. but we must remember that all these things come 
from our native resources and unless we preserve these waters, 
these soils, and these woodlands of ours, we will no longer be 
self-sufficient but will become reliant upon foreign lands which 
we can ill-afford to do.

"So, it is with great pride, as one who signed the initial act 
Into law for the state of South Carolina and as one who will 
continue to stand behind the soil and water conservation pro 
gram, that I join with you in marking this 20th anniversary 
of the program in our State."


