
Furnishings by SpartanKurg Colonial Dames

Old Hanover House on Clemson Campus Opens to Public
On Thursday, June 7, at 4 p.m., 

historic and charming Hanover! 
House on Clemson College Campus 
will be open to the public. The 
Spartanburg Committee of Colon 
ial Dames in the State ot South 
Carolina has been working for 
year* to furnish it, not aa a mu 
seum, but to create the atmos 
phere of the life at that period  
1700 to 17W.

In 1940 the S. C. Public Service 
Authority began plans for build 
ing   hydro-electric plant im 
pounding the waters of the San- 
tee and Cooper rivers. Tliis proj 
ect would necessitate the inunda 
tion of many plantations and the 
submerging of many fine old 
houses. This was the vicinity of a 
French Huguenot settlement es 
tablished in 1685. The descendats 
of these French Huguenot* had 
built handsome and comfortable 
homes on their lands, reflecting a 
way of We that had passed into 
history and which would now have 
to make way for a new era.

Thomas T. Waterman, Associ 
ate Architect of the United State* 
Department of the Interior, was 
employed by the Authority to 
make a nirvey of the early build 
ings in the region. He recom 
mended many of the houses as 
fine examples of Southern planta 
tion homes which should be pre 
served if they could be moved. 
Unfortunately,' no money was 
available for such a project. But 
Hanover House was different. 
Here wan a small, compact house 
built of brick and cypress, a love 
ly example of the early colonial 
home. It was unique in that it was 
a house of French style built by n 
jYence Huguenot exemplifying 
the spirit of those heroic people

the Blue Ridge, a distance of two 
hundred and fifty miles. Archi 
tects drew the plans and specifi 
cations; all boards, timbers and 
framing were numbered. Th^win- 
daws, doors. mantels and all the 
inside paneling and flooring were 
numbered. As the dismantling 
progressed. phot ogra phs were 
taken to make possible the loca 
tion of each piece in its original 
place. A remarkable restoration 
has been made and many more 
years added to the life of Han 
over House.

Paul o> St. Julien, the builder 
of Hanover, began his home In 
1714 on one of three 1,000 acre

who were to "impress their gen 
tle manners, their gallantry, their 
frugality and above all their re 
ligious tone upon those with whom 
they were to form the people of

|South Carolina."
Mr. Waterman gave as his opin 

ion, "Hanover is the only house
i in the proposed region of inunda 
tion, the loss of which can be con-

[sidered of national importance." 
Clemson College became inter-

lested in Hanover for study in its 
Architectural Department. If it

i could be moved to their campus, 
it would be a fitting neighbor to 
the historic John C. Calhoun man-
[sion, Clemson being the only col 
lege in South Carolina giving a

I degree in Architecture, it was ap 
propriate that this house should

i be restored there. The college
| was granted the email sum of
191,270.00 in monetary aid by the
I Authority and, on August 13, 1041,
| removal began.

greatest of care was taken
I in moving and restoring this bouse
I being brought from the tidewaters 

the All 'he foothills of

tracts of land granted In 1888 by 
the Lords Proprietors to his 
grandfather. Plerre Julien de St. 
Julien, Sleur de Malacare, a Hug 
uenot emigrant from Vitre, 
France. Paul was the second son 
of Pierre'a eldest son, Plerre n, 
and Damaris Elizabeth Le Serur- 
icr. His wife was Mary Aimec 
Ravenel. daughter of Rene Rav- 
enaj, also from Vitre, and Char 
lotte de St. Julien, the sister of 
Pierre n. Paul's grandfather's 
plantations, "Pom pi on Hill" and 
"Somerton," were on the East 
Branch of the Cooper River as 
were his father's plantations, 
"Pooshee" and "Wantoot." Paul 
selected a bomesite near where 
a primitive road known as Char- 
richy Path passed through his 
lands from Stony Landing on Us 
way to Nelson's ferry and the 
Congarees. Stony Landing was 
the heed of navigation on the 
West Branch of the Cooper River. 
This road gave Paul a direct con 
nection with the world trading 
and shipping which was carried 
on over the waters of the Cooper: 
also, he could easily go by boat 
to neighboring plantations and to 
attend services at the Huguenot 
Church of St. Derds on the East 
Branch. Paul named his planta 
tion "Hanover" for the then rul 
ing house of England, to show his 
appreciation for that country 
which had befriended so many 
Huguenot refugees after the Revo- 
cafion of the Edict of Nantes.

Paul had planned at least a first 
story of brick for his house but 
so extravagant was his use of 
this material in the basement and 
triple-flue chimneys that three 
successive kiln loads had to be 
processed. This wa* perhaps the

hundred feet of boarding -wag con 
sidered a good day's work for such 
a saw team. Paul finally moved 
his family into Hanover late in 
the year 1716.

Unlike most of the other planta 
tion houses built in the S. C. low- 
country. Hanover is very French 
in feeling. The shape of the main 
roof was set in Gallic style with 
wide spreading dormer windows. 
The old bricks are soft golden 
irown and purple in color. The

shingles and siding are cypress 
«nd the shutters are batten type, 
which afford the best security 
against cither weather or inva 
sion. The entrance doors are com 
pletely French in character.

Conditions in those early days 
justified Paul's use of so much 
of his brick in the basement. His 
house was in frontier country and 
was undoubtedly a military out 
post in times of Indian uprisings 
This basement, with its eight-foot i

reason why he marked the French 
phrase "Peu a Pen," in the mor 
tar of one of the chimneys   
"Little by little, the bird builds 
his nest." The preparation of the 
lumber that went into Hanover 
was also, by necessity of the 
times, a very slow process in 
spite of the modest size of the 
house. The boards had to be 
whipsawed under the old saw-pit 
protest   one man In a trench 
and another atop the log. Two

ceilings and two-foot thick walls, 
contained the kitchen and store 
rooms, but the gun slots remain 
ing in the north foundation prove 
that it was prepared to serve as 
a small fortress as well.

Life at Hanover, however, was 
Hved more or less according to 
tradition and with as much grace 
and refinement as possible. There 
were many times of gaiety when 
guests came by boat and stage 
coach to parties and hunts ark 
the beautiful red and white Pekin 
china, described in old records 
was brought out and used. Twc 
such special occasions were th  
wedding suppers of Damaris Eliz 
abeth de St. Julien, Paul's niece 
who was married to William 
Moultrfe. later General and Gov 
ernor of South Carolina, on De 
cember 10, 1749, and of Mary, 
eldest daughter of Paul, who mar 
ried her cousin. Henry Ravenel, 
September 13, 1750,

Paul de St. Julien died In 1741 
and Mary inherited Hanover. Aft 
er her marriage to Henry Rav 
enel, it was identified with the 
Ravenel family. It remained In 
this family (or one hundred and 
eighty-eight years.

Pride in good workmanship \s 
'evidenced throughout the build- 
Ing of Hanover House, Innate 
good taste Is shown in the fine 
proportion of the rooms and a 
clear insight for practicality In 
their arrangement. Recognition of 
the French influence is of im 
portance and has been taken into 
consideration In the furishlng of 
this house.

Approximately 96.000 hag been 
spent on furniture and exquisite 
handmade crewel work curtains 
designed by Mr*. Susan Lewis

Brown, of Tryon, N. C. TV linen 
for the curtains was a gift of the 
National Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America In the State 
of South Carolina.

A number of Individual donors 
desiring to have memorials to 
members of their families in Han 
over have given pieces of fund- 
hire, pictures, fine china or mon 
ey. Dr. Milby Burton and Dr. 
James Wilson of Charleston, Mrs. 
Scott Taylor of Spartanburg, Mr. 
David Watson of Clemson. Mrs. 
Susan Lewis Brown of Tryon, 
N. C, and Mrs. Dallas Coons of 
Richmond, Va., compose the Ad 
visory Committee and serve as 
consultants as to whether or not 
gifts are of the correct age and 
suitable to the house.

Ttoe Spartanburg Committee of 
Colonial Dames invites all Caro- 
Uniflns and interested people to 
visit Hanover on the official open 
ing day, Thursday, June 7, from 
4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.; Friday 
and Saturday, June 8 and 9. from 
10 a.m. until 12:00 noon; and from 
1 to S o'clock Sunday, June 10, 
from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. and 
further understanding of the life 
their ancestors lived in the early 
18th Century "a life that graced, 
sustained and dignified these ex 
cellent people whose richest treas 
ures on earth were their freedom 
of faith and conscience, their 
hearth and their home."

Regular visiting days for Han 
over House will be announced 
later.

Mrs. John McFall and Mrs. 
Edward Henderson. chairman ar<1 
secretary of the Columbia Com 
mittee of Colonial Dames, will 
be among the Columbians attend 
ing the opening on June 7.

Hanover Eouwe Shotting It June 7

THE STATE^-Colmnbia, S. C, Tnc«ky» Jane S, 19621


