
3.D. -

$2,61)0,000 BUILDING

Byrnes Center at State Hospital 
Ready for Opening January 18

SC State Hospital to Dedicate 
Byrnes Clinical Center Today
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health from any standpoint have 
been invited to the dedication and, of Jarnes

By JOE BARXETT
Staff Writer for The State

South Carolina's State Hospital 
u-iU jsoon move to the top of the 
list in the U.S. for medical and 
surgical treatment lor mentally 
ill patients.

A $2,621.836.50 five-story hospi 
tal - within   a - hoy pit a 1 is near- 
)ng completion on the mental hos 
pital grounds in Columbia and is 
scheduled lor dedication as "The 
-lames F. Byrnes Clinical Center" 
n^xt Sunday.

The gleaming new building, 
built to last the hospital 300 years 
or more, is modern in every re 
spect State Hospital Superinten 
dent William S. Hall termed the 
building the most modern of its 
kind in the country.

Unlike other buildings at the 
State Hospital, the new unit will 
yerve only those mentally ill pa 
tients who have other physical ill- 
nrsses or need operations or spe- 
"*1 treatment lor diseases. It is 
i a ted at 208 beds, hut Doctor Hall 
fppls it will be necessary to ex- 

< ned this and house about 250 pa 
tients.

The building has all the fea 
tures most hospitals have plus 
many items only recently devel- 
oprd. Among these is an inter 
communication system between 
the patients' beds and the nurs 
ing nation*, an item that will 
save endless steps for busy 
nurses.

WELCOME ELEVATOR
One of the items in the new 

building will really be an espe 
cially welcomed addition   an 
elevator.

According to Dr. Hall, the hos 
pital'* operating room is now on 
the third floor of a building that 
has no elevator. Operative pa^ 
tients have to be carried up and 
down stairs on Army-type stretch 
ers. It has long been a hospital 
Joke that If you live through the 
stretcher ride, the operation will 
be a cinch.

In the new building, just about 
for treating a patient is availa 
ble under one roof.

There are operating rooms   
five of them   lor operations 
ranging from emergency to deli 
cate brain work. There's .a .clinu- 
for eye, ear, nose and throat 
work. Modern X-ray -equipment 
hat been installed. There are lab 
oratories, treatment rooms, an 
outpatient clinic and all sorts of 
faculties the State Hospital has 
had to do without in the past. 

OUTPATIENT CLINIC
One of the major features of the 

Is the outpatient clinic,

for psychiatric patients. This clin 
ic is calculated to save the hos 
pital much money, in that it will 
allow patients to be treated lor 
mental illness without becoming 
full-time hospital patients, taking 
up beds, food and other necessi 
ties.

Dr. Hall feels the clinic can 
keep many people from coming 
back to the hospital and others 
from entering lor the first time. 
Others can be released Irom the 
hospital earlier with the proviso 
they come back periodically lor 
treatment in the outpatient clinic. 

NO CENTRAL UNIT
The State Hospital at the pres 

ent time does not have a central 
unit for caring for physically ill 
mental patients. Most of the ill pa 
tients have been scattered over 
the grounds, a few here, a few 
there.

The new building, designed by 
the Columbia architectural firm 
of Lafaye, Fair. Lafayc and As 
sociates and built by Congaree 
Construction Co. of Columbia, will 
fill a long standing need.

It was built at a cost of (2,621,- 
836.50. All but $414,000 of the mon 
ey came from state appropria 
tion. The $414.000 is from the 
two federal Hill-Burton hospital 
construction actf administered by 
the U.S. Public Health Service.

The top lour floors of the new 
building: are entirely for patient 
care. The operating suites are on 
the second floor, which also has 
rooms for surgical patients.

The first floor is devoted to the 
administrative offices lor the en 
tire State Hospital, a medical li 
brary, conference room, cafeteria 
for hospital personnel who work 
in the building, central supply, 
diagnostic clinics for all the va 
rious physical diseases, an emer 
gency and admitting room, and 
the outpatient clinic for psychia 
tric patients.

AIR CONDITIONED
The basement houses the air 

ronditioning system for the whole 
building and utilities of all de 
scription, including a giant diesel- 
powered emergency lighting 
plant.

The building has terazzo floor* 
throughout and ceramic tile up 
to shoulder height that is hard to 
chip but when it does, it is not 
noticeable.

A typical patient floor, above 
the second floor, has two solar!-* 
ams, one in front and one in rear. 
Each of the rear solarium* In 
equipped with a new TV xrf 
hooked into the giant all-channel 
TV mast on top o( the building.

All windows in the building are 
covered with a "detention screen" 
of small diameter, high-strength 
steel. The screens cannot be cut 
by a knife or knocked out with a 
heavy instrument, this making for 
patient safety.

On each of the upper floors, a 
nursing station is located near 
the center of the building. The in 
tercommunication system is 
hookpd into each room and into 
the bathrooms, where a patient 
needing help can push a button 
and get aid.

'STRONG ROOMS'
There is a "strong room" on 

each end of each of the upper 
floors, with a heavy steel door 
over the regular door for patients 
who may become violent. These 
rooms are bare of all but the 
necessities, and can be used for 
isolation rooms in the case of 
highly communicable diseases.

The second floor of the build 
ing has the surgical suite, which 
is complete throughout with con 
ductive tile floors to prevent 
sparks which could touch off an 
explosion of anesthetics.

There are two operating rooms, 
one for major surgery and one 
for more routine operations. Both 
are equipped with the latest equip 
ment. One has special lights 
which are especially adaptable 
for televising an operation over 
a closed circuit TV system. Thr 
big operating room Is also wired 
for this closed system, although 
the cameras and olher equipment 
are not in place.

There is also an orthopedic 
surgery room, with its special 
operating table. Doctor Hall ex 
pects this room to be used heavi 
ly since the hospital has so many 
old people who are prone to 
break bones.

ROOMS
The hospital has 74 semi-private 

rooms, which can be converted 
to private rooms if necessary. In 
addition there are 15 four-bed 
wards.

The architectural and hospital 
officials studied other similar 
buildings for three years secur 
ing Ideas and visiting hospital* in 
the north and east before settling 
on the final plans.

The hospital will be used b> 
white and Negro mental patients 
of both sexes. There is no defi 
nlte plan of segregation, but Do*- 
tor Hall said the problem will br 
worked out as the hospital fills 
up. It is expected to be used b> 
patients about a week after next
Sunday'a^ledication.

cal officer for the building, with'* 
State Hospital Director of Nurs 
ing Beulah L. Gardiner as chief
nurse.

Some of the special rooms on 
the first floor of the building for
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UyfneV Clinical Center at the j ness. 
South Carolina State Hospital atj ()4pr- 
3 o'clock this afternoon, the hos 
pital superintendent, Dr. William

proper care of any patient, mental 
or otherwise, demands adequate 
attention both to the psychological 

physical components of fll-'

S. Hall, has announced. The invita-
one-stop treatment arc an elec- tion to the general public from 
trocardiograph room, radioisotope the S. C. Mental Health Corn-
room, cystocopic room. X-ray 
treatment room, X-ray deep ther 
apy room, and an isotope mea 
suring room.

Doctor Hall noted that the new. 
X-ray equipment includes a 380-, 
degree machine and a portable |

mission and the S. C. State Hos 
pital includes the dedication cere 
monies in the Benet Auditorium,
Columbia Division, and also Open 
House until 6 p.m., with guided 
tours through this most modern

machine which will replace X-ray' medical - surgical building.
equipment 21 years old. This building has the latest In-

He noted that there are only **»; novations in medical, surgical and 
items in the new building which ; psychiatric equipment and lacili- 
are not brand new   the hospi 
tal's electroencephalograph ma 
chine lor measuring brain waves 
and an almost-new overhead op 
erating light which will be used 
in the orthopedic operating room.

Everything else? Brand and 
sparkling new   ready lor 100 
years of service.
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Dr. Joe Twin will be the

ties for the care of the mentally; 
ill who are physically sick. !

The facility, costing more than 
two and one half million dollars 
lor construction and equipment, 
has an approved capacity of 208 
beds, and an outpatient clinic.  

The deep interest and sympa 
thetic concern of former Governor 
James F. Byrnes made possible 
this six story, which is another 
major forward step in the care 
and treatment of the mentally ill 
at the S. C. State Hospital.

The General Assembly of South 
Carolina appropriated |2.ZIO,R3fi.50 
for thr construction of tho build 
ing, and J40S.OOO was provided b>
to interest itself in the hospital 
;md its patients. .. .The Import 
ance of the open hospital is that 
it creates an atmosphere in which 
the patient can be better moti 
vated towards recovery."

All of these devices will in 
time "allow us to escape from 
the Imppasse that has resulted 
from almost exclusive reliance on 
the state hospital to carry the 
entire load."

The adoption of the required 
community approach to the prob-; 
lem depends on meeting two 
major prerec-uisites, according tn 
Dr. Ross: first, lhat psychiatry 
and all of medicine must join 
hands to give leadership, and 

! second, a vastly strengthened 
willingness and determination to 
share In it on the part of all 
members of the comunity.

Dr. Ross called lor a greater 
number of "psychiatrically- orl- 
< nted" general practitioners. "It 
is common knowledge among gen 
eral practitioners," he said, "that 
more than 50 per cent of their 
patienti are suffering from dis 
orders that are partly due to 
emotional factors.... The need 
Is urgent and the stakes in a 

$ collective medical attack on men-
l ill.- - ..     si.   * t-f tlie

went on to say that 
the best way for the psychiatrist 

and his physician colleagues to 
learn how to work together is for 
them to treat patients together; j 
and that is exactly what is going 
to happen in the James F. Byrnes j 
Clinical Center."

He concluded by emphasizinE 
the role of preventive mental 
health. "When we speak of pre 
ventive mental health these days, 
w« must talk. . .about the forces 
in a community which promote 
healthy attitudes and which deal 
with stress situations before they 
get out of hand. Good schools, 
family service agencies, the! 
churches, public health nurses,! 
recreational and civic clubs, men 
tal health associations, Boy, 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campttre 
Girls   these are the raw mater 
ials of a physically and mentally 
healthy community. 1

DR. MATHEW BOSS

JAMES F. BYBXE5


