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TttE COLUMBIA Theological 
1 Seminary had its beginning 

In Lextngton, Georgia, in 1828, 
under the auspices of the Pres 
byterian Synod of South Caro 
lina and Georgia. Thomas Gould- 
Jng was appointed professor of 
Theology, and during 1828 he 
had a class of five students at 
his home in Lexington. However, 
In January, 1039, Doctor Gould- 
Ing journeyed to Columbia with 
his students, family, and slaves, 
where the course of instruction 
was continued here in the Pres 
byterian parsonage as tempor 
ary quarters. Doctor Goulding's 
formal inauguration took place 
in March, 1830, and on January 
25, 1831, the exercises of the 
seminary were commenced in 
the building procured by the 
kindness of Colonel Abram 
Blanding.

Colonel Blanding, a lawyer, 
rnd a civic-minded and far-sight 
ed citizen, whs instrumental in 
securing property in the heart j 
of the city, bounded on one side 
by what is now Blanding Street, 
which was later named in his 
honor. He purchased the prop 
erty from Mrs. Ainsley Hall, 
where the seminary was boused 
tor a century.

AINSLEY HALL 
INSLEY Jlall was a promi 

nent Columbia merchant 
who came from England around 
1800, and he married a Miss 
Hooking. He became immensely 
wealthy at the close of the War 
of 1812. Scott in his "Random 
Recollections of a Long Life" 
describes Mr. Hall: "Of medium 
stature, but elegantly formed, 
with the finest complexion I 
have ever seen, and always 
neatly dressed, he was a perfect

pattern of a gentlemanly Eng 
lish merchant." Scott also re 
calls that the Hall store and 
residence occupied the site of 
the old poet office, and that 
bis house was "expensively fur 
nished and fitted up," and that 
he imported from England the 
most superb carriage that was 
in the State. In 1818 Mr. Hall 
built a handsome residence on 
what is now Blanding Street, and 
in which were installed the first 
incandescent gas lights in Co 
lumbia. In 1823, General Wade

Hampton I bought this mansion 
for his home, and for a century 
it was the scene of history and 
romance. Later it became the 
main building of the College for 
Women, and of Chicora College 
lor Women.

Immediately after Mr. Hall 
sold his mansion to General 
Hampton, the distinguished ar 
chitect, Robert Mills, designed 
another homp for him which 
was built directly across the 
street from hif former mansion. 
Ainsley Hall and Robert Mills 
were both members of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Colum 
bia, the latter an elder, and pot* 
sibly Mr. Hall, also. However, 
Mr. Hall never occupied his new 
mansion, for he died before H 
was finished. Mrs. Hall sold the 
property for $14,000 to the trus 
tees of the seminary in 1829.

The mansion, or central build 
ing, is of Greek Revival Design. 
It is built of red brick, and its 
two stories with a mansard-roof, 
rest on a high grey stone base 
ment with arched entrances. 
Four Doric columns rise from 
the portico to the gabled pedi 
ment. The house bears across 
the trout the date, 1828, the year

the seminary was founded. Lat 
er, the mansion, or Mills Build 
ing, was flanked by two dormi 
tories, Simons Hall, the gift of 
Mrs. Eliza Simons, and Law 
Hall, a gift oi Mrs. Agnes Law, 
whose husband was the treasur 
er of the seminaiy for a num 
ber of years.

MINOR BUILDINGS 
TJOWEVER, when the proper- 
Jl ty was purchased from Mrs. 
Hall, a small vnpretentiousstory- 
ftnd-a-half building, intended for 
the domestics of the house, stood 
on the site of Simons Hall. This 
building was occupied by the 
Ainsley Hall family while the 
mansion was being constructed. 
Another similar building occu 
pied the site of Law Hall. In 
these buildings for a time both 
professors and students were 
accommodated, although tt was 
xaid in the two small wings in 
the upper *!ory, if a student 
were tall he was obliged to un 
cover his head, if not for rev 
erence, yet if he should desire

to stand erect and in a manly 
and commanding attitude. Later, 
when the professors were ac 
commodated elsewhere, the stu 
dents took possession of the up- .  
per story and the basement of ( 
the central building, while the : ! 
middle story was used tor lec 
ture rooms and a chapel. Other 

j minor buildings stood on the 
i property when it was purchas- 
ied. The gardener's home, a 
j wooden structure on the east 
jfeide of the square, was moved 
to the west side lor a refectory 
and dining room.

Mr. John Bull, a wealthy plant 
er of Abbevifle District, left a 
legacy of £1,000 for the erection 
of another building to be used

pre-|

for a dinlnt ball and additiona 
student accommodations. A 
building committee was appoint 
ed to carry out this plan, bu 
the great demand at this time 
for workmen and building ma 
terial for the new state house,] 
then under construction, 
vented its accomplishment, 
stead, tome of the funds w 
used In enlarging the form 
boarding hall already in exist- 
ence, which wag used until 1503 
when It was replaced by a din 
ing ball and matrons' hall. Some 
of th* funds were also used to 
enlarge the former stable and 
carriage house Into a chapel.

Doctor George Howe said of 
this building: "We were com 
forted by remembering that our 
Saviour was said to have been 
born in a stable and cradled In 
a manger, and so sweet have 
been our seasons of religious In 
struction and enjoyment In that 
place often nincc that we have 
long forgotten it was ever a sta 
ble at all." Here In this chapel, 
also, President Woodrow Wilson, 
whose father taught at the semi 
nary, worshipped as a boy.

Winthrop College was founded 
in this building in 1886, through 
the efforts of Mr. D. B. John 
son, tne first superintendent of 
the Columbia City Schools. When 
Winthrop Normal and Industrial 
College of South Carolina open 
ed In Rock Hill In 1S9S, Mr. 
Johnson was Its president The

building in which the coUege 
was founded on the seminary 
grounds in Columbia was moved 
to the Winthrop College campus 
in 1937.

DOCTOR HOWE'S ARRIVAL

DOCTOR Goulding, the first 
professor of the seminary 

was soon joined by a young 
minister from Massachusetts, 
Dr. George Howe, already men 
tioned, and they entered th* 
present central building on Jan 
uary 25. 1831, and in 1833 Dr. 
Aaron Leland came to teach In 
the seminary. Dr. Howe continu 
ed as a towering personality In 
the seminary for fifty-two yean 
and became the historian of the 
Presbyterian Church in South 
Carolina. His two volumes are 
a priceless treasure and herit 
age. Doctor Leland served the 
Institution for thirty-eight years 
as "a stalwart man of God.' 1 
"These three men gave such 
eminence, spirituality, and schol 
arship to Columbia Seminary as 
to attract the most talented 
ministers of the church to Its 
professorship* in succeeding 
years."

One of the most gifted of 
these men was Dr. James H. 
ThornweU. a native of South 
Carolina. In 1856 he came from 
the presidency of the South Caro 
lina College to the seminary, 
and remained until 1862. Doctor 
Thornwell was a most Illustrious 
teacher and theologian, and on*

of America's ablest ministers. 
One of the buildings on the Uni 
versity of South Carolina cam 
pus, and Thornwell Orphanage 
bear his name.

OTHER PROMINENT 
TEACHERS

A MONG other prominent teach- 
/\ en were: Dr. B. M. Palm 
er, famous teacher and preach 
er, and founder of The Southern 
Presbyterian Review; Dr. Alex 
ander McGffl, who went to 
Prtnceton; Di. Charles Colcock 
Jones; Dr. J. B. Adger; Dr. 
James Woodrow, whose contro- ! ' 
versy over evolution shook the 
very foundation of the Presby 
terian Church and temporarily 
dosed the seminary, and who in 
1191 became President of the 
South Carolina College; Dr. W. 
S. Plummer, also on the facul 
ty of the South Carolina Col* 
lege; Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, fa 
ther of President Woodrow Wfl- 
 on, and who with his wife and 
other members of bis family art 
buried In the First Presbyterian 
churchyard in Columbia; Dr. 
James L. Girtdeau; Dr. WU- 
liam E. Boogi, who became the

Chancellor of the University of 
Georgia; Dr. Charles R. Hemp- 
hill, later the President of Louis 
ville Theological Seminary; Dr, 
Patterson Wardlaw of the Uni 
versity of South Carolina, and 
Dr. S. C. Byrd. President of 
Chicora CoUege for Women. 

The seminary was of the "Old 
School Calvinism."

Until 1910 the institution had 
not operated under a president. 
The teaching staff, according to 
custom, chart one of its mem 
bers as Chairman of the Facul 
ty. Dr. Thornton Whaling be 
came Its first president.

The decision was made In 
1924 to move the seminary to 
Decatur, Georgia, near Atlanta, 
where suitable grounds and 
buildings were to be provided, 
with the additional endowment 
to meet the ever-increasing en 
rollment. The Institution was to 
be controlled by the synods of 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alaba 
ma, Florida and Mississippi. 
Thus, after a century in Colum 
bia, and on the eve of Its cen 
tennial, In 1927, the seminary 
was moved back to the state In 
which It had Its beginning.

Tne seminary buildings wen 
used for a few years to shelter 
a school fox missionaries' chil 
dren. Later the Columbia Bible 
College occupied and bought 
the buildings, and this institu 
tion owns and occupies them at 
present. However, plans have 
been made and p/operty bought 
by the Bible CoUege to move 
to a new location on the north 
ern outskirts of Columbia.

GREAT INFLUENCE

MRS. MARGARCT Babcock personality. 
Merriwether states In "Co 

lumbia, 1786-1936:" "The loca 
tion of the Presbyterian Iheo-

was lost from Columbia's civic

logical Seminary In Columbia 
1829 was of far-reaching influ 
ence In the Intellectual life of 
the town. The church thereafter 
rivalled State House, Court and 
CoUege in importance, and Cal 
vinism became the fourth gene 
rator of book* In Columbia. The 
Seminary faculty from the first 
Included vigorous characters, 
fluent hi spoken and written ar 
gument, who rapidly became 
leaden of the large Scotch-Irish 
element of up-country South 
Carolina. Presbyterian influence 
soon threatened to control Co 
lumbia's educational and cultu 
ral life to such a degree that 
a magazine, "The Reasoner" 
wax started here in 1831 to de 
nounce It. But even the anony 
mous editor of "The Reasoner" 
did not forsee In hit prophecy 
the long line of Presbyterian 
presidents and professors of the 
University, the outstanding pub 
lishers and publications:, that 
were to give a decided tone of 
Edinburgh to this town set 
among Episcopal planters and 
German Lutheran farmers. The 
Seminary lost power in the ma 
terialistic development of th* 
twentieth century city, but when 
it was moved to Georgia, after 
a hundred years on Blanding 
Street, an irreplaceable quality
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The old Columbia Theological Seminary, from an old post card print. The center Mid- 
lug i* the on* designed By the dittinguithed architect, Robert Millt, hr the homo of Ain*> 
ley Hall, wealthy Colombia merdwtt.


