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brating its 15th birthday, was found- 
ed in 1923 when a group of Columbia 
people conferred with Dr. Robert 
McQuilken about the possibility of 
beginning a Biblical school in the 
South. These Columbians believed 
that the Northern and Western states 
had greatly benefited by having the 
Moody Bible institute, the Bible In 
stitute of Los Angeles and many 
other Biblical schools located there. 
For two years Doctor McQuilkin was 
the only -egular teacher. Those who 
had been concerned about the found- 
ing of the school gave him voluntary 
assistance m the teaching of courses 
in music and other courses.

When the school opened in 1923 an 
offiee was rented on the first floor 
of the Colonia hotel and a classroom 
on the second floor. The owners of 
the hotel offered the use of the nun 
parlor for evening classes. As the 
school grew, rooms for dormitory and 
classroom use were rented from the 
hotel. In 1927 the Bible college pur 
chased the property at Hampton and 
Pickens street* from the Colonia hotel, 
and the building and grounds became 
the property of Columbia Bible col 
lege. For several years both the 
men and women's dormitories were 
in this building. In 193S the enlarged 
enrolment made is impossiblf for the 
main building to house the increased 
rtuden*. body. At this time the 
buildings of Chicora college were 
available, and during two years were 
rented by the Bible college, and used 
as the men's dormitory. In 1937 the 
Bible college leased from the Colum 
bia Theological seminary the grounds 
at Taylor and Pickens streets, and 
in 1938 made plans to purchase the 
property, taking an option on it in 
June, 1938. *ith the definite purpose 
of purchasing the property. Three of 
the buildings will be used as dormi 
tories for the men students and one 
of the build,ngs will become the Oi- 
lumbta Bible College library.

An auditorium, seating aproximately 
SOO person.1? was erected on the prop 
erty at Hampton and Pickens streets. 

The following table shows the 
growth of the student body:

1923-24. eight; 1924-25. 15; 1926-26, 15: 
1926-27. 27; 1927-28. 42; 192H29. 47; 1929- 
30, 74; 1930-31 76: 1931-32. 79; 1932-33. 
99: 1933-34. 120; 1934-35. 127; 1935-36. 
157; 1936-37. 173; 1937-38. 189.

One of the most significant facts 
ebout the enrolment is the wide geo- i 
graphical representation. Students 
have registered from 31 states and the i 

trict of Columbia. __________

..abama eight; faliZdrnianine; 
Connecticut, one; Delaware, one; Dis 
trict of Columbia, nine; Florida. 22; 
Georgia, 31; Illinois, five; hid i ana, 
five; Iowa, two; Kansas, three; Ken 
tucky. 12; Mnine. one; Maryland, nine; 
Massachusetts, 11, Michigan, two. 
Minnesota, one; Mississippi, two; Mis 
souri, four; Nebraska three; New Jer 
sey. 30. New York. 23; North Caro 
lina. 77; Ohio, ten; Pensylvama, 40; 
South Carolina, 281; Rhode Island. 
one; Tennessee, 42; Texas, six; Utah, 
one; Virginia, five; West Virginia. 
two.

Foreign Countries: Poland, four; 
Africa. 24; Central America, four, 
South America seven; India, five; 
Canada, eight; Palestine, two; China, 
three; Korea, one; Mexico, one. 'These 
are natives in some cases; on others 
the children of missionaries.!

Denominational representation has 
likewise been varied During the past 
year students from the following de 
nominations were enrolled: Baptist, 
Presbyterian. Methodist. United Pres 
byterian. Congregational. Plymouth 
Brethren, Christian. Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. Dutch Reformed. 
Evangelical Free. Friends, Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian. Episcopal. 
Lutheran. Swedish Evangelical Con 
gregational. Other denominations 
nave been represented in other years.

The motto of the Bible college has 
been "To Knew Him and to Make 
His Known." The work of foreign 
missions has been strongly empha- 
sir.ed at Columbia Bible college from 
the beginning. Missionaries from 
nearly every country in the world 
have spoken to the students through 
the 15 years of the school's history. 
Students have responded to the vision 
of the great world need by Roing in 
large numbers to the great world 
countries. Forty-eight students of 
Columbia Bible college ar» scattered 
throughout the world in various forms 

  f ~ii«jonary work, under denomi 
national and interdenominational 
boards. A large number of the pres 
ent student body look forward lo 
service on foreign fields.

TV -'laps one of the most interesting 
!)ui nhr.iit the attendance at the 
Bible ujMcg? is the large number of 
collegr graduates who have come 
from lung distances to study at Bible 
college Even before the graduate 
course was opened in 1936. there were 
many college graduates enrolled. 
Some of the colleges and universities 
represented, here are: University of 
South Carolina. University of North 
Carolina, University of California, 
Wheaton. Davidaon, Furman. Win- 
throp. Stetson university. Duke uni 
versity. Hanover. Blue Mountain. As- 
oury, Princeton Theological seminary, 
John Brown university University of 
Tennessee, Agnes Scott and many 
jthers.

When Columbia Bible college 
jpened in 1923 a two-year course was 
jffered. The Bible college (at that 
time known as Columbia Bible school) 
jave a two-year nourne leading to a 
diploma. High school graduation was 
required for admission to this course. 
jit no ugh ji course leading fa a cer-

rificate made it possible for capable' 
>*oung people who had not com 
pleted high school work to study at 
the Bible college. In 1929, with the 
approval of the state board of educa 
tion, and following the action by the 
legislature, Columbia Bibl school be 
came Columbia Bible college, and .1 
four-year course, leading to the de 
gree of B. A. in Biblical education, 
was begun. Upon the recognition of 
the institution as an instittuinn of 
college grade, large numbers of young 
people decided upon Columbia Bible 
colleRc as their college. The school 
received the academic recognition of, 
colleges, universi'ies and seminaries, 
and took its place among institutions 
ol hifiher learning

^. 1936 the board of trustee* re 
quested that the legislature authorize, 
tne granting of other degrees, after 
which action the graduate school of 
Columbia Bible college was opened 
Since that time graduates of colleges, 
universities and .seminaries from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific coast have en 
rolled as candidates for the grad 
uate degrees offered by Columbia 
Bible college. Graduates of the fol 
lowing institutions have come to the 
Bible college for advanced work: 
Wheaton, Davidson. Winthrop. Blue 
Mountain. Tennessee State Teachers'1 
college University "f California. Uni 
versity of Illinois. Tennessee univer 
sity. John B. Stetson university. 
Agnc? Scott. University of North Caro 

lina. Furman. Duke university, John 
Brown university. Asbury, Hastings 
college. King college. Rhode Island 
State college. University of Louisville. 
and others.

The Rev. Robert C McQuilkin. D. D.. 
who has been president of the 
Bible college since its opening in 1923, 
has endeavored to keep a strong fac 
ulty, well capable of teaching the dif 
ferent subjects. The faculty for the 
present vear includes persons of 
ability and training, graduates of In 
stitutions ir. widely separated parts 
of the United Stales. The faculty 
for the current year is as follows: Dr. 
Robert C. McQuilkin. J. A. Morris 
K.mber. Dr H. Waddell Pratt. Dr. 
G. All*n Fleece. B Alien Reed, Wick 
Broom a 11. James D Belote, John 
Hehl, Mrs. William L. Walker. Mrs. 
J. A. Morris Kimber. Miss A. Eliza 
beth Cridland, Frank H Sells. Mrs. 
B Alien Reed and Miss Faith S Wil 
liams.

In addition to its regular courses of 
study. Columbia Bible college has 
maintained a night school, extension 
Bible classes, an evangelistic work in 
Columbia and other parts of the state. 
The most outstanding extension work 
of the Bible college is the program of 
summer conferences conducted at Ben 
Lippen on a 60-acre property located 
five miles out from Asheville, N. C. 
Here the Bible college has erected 
several buildings, including an audi 
torium holding 1.200 oeople. Confer 
ences for young oeopl* and for adults 
are held almost continuously through 
the months of June, July and August 
A summer session of six weeks with 
a canable faculty engaged makes it 
possible for courses of the Bible col 
lege to be taken during the summer 

the oast summer 2,-

282 guests were registered at the va- 
rious conferences and hundreds more 
were in attendance at the meetings 
The association of Business Men's 
Clubs held a conference over the 
weekend of August 12-14 with 461 in 
attendance, this summer, filling the 
buildings to capacity.

While Columbia Bible college has 
drawn largely from other districts. 
many Columbians have taker, advan 
tage of the Bible college being located 
in this city. Each year there are 
several Columbians in the student 
body. Students of the Bible college 
are required to attend one of the Co 
lumbia rhi-rches of their own denom 
ination and are assigned to do various 
forms of Christian service in the; 
churches, schools, hospitals, missions; 
of Columbia as there may be oppor 
tunity for such service. Regular ni«ht 
meetings, for the most part Bible 
classes, have been held weekly from 
the owning of the school. Doctor 
McQuilkin himself has taught most 
of these taking un in ;i popular way 
th»> Bible and its truths.

The financial plan of the Bible col 
lege is probably well known to many 
Columbian* The following para- 
Kranh gives a brief statement of the 
Bible college'* financial policy:

"The work of Columbia Bible col 
lege is supported bv free-will offer 
ing's without personal solicitation. The 
needs are made known, and prayer is 
made that the Lord will guide Hi* 
children t« «upplv the needs A 
monthly news and prayer Mter is 
sent to those who reauest it and who 
desire to keep in touch with the prog 
ress of the work and its needs. Co 
lumbia Bible college has no endow 
ment, no support from churches or 
any institutions, anH no guaranteed 
income."
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