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 outh Carolina, a traditional strong 
jhold of racial segregation in public 
[schools, is moving forward with 
|a rush to narrow the gap between 
"ttparation" and "equality."

The state's Constitution, along 
vith those of several other states, 

on trial before the U. S. Su 
preme Court for its provisions re 
juiring that white and Negro chil 

Idren attend separate schools 
((Further hearings in that litigation 
I a re scheduled for Dec. 7).

Meanwhile, the state's education 
establishment is undergoing an 

upheaval which can best be de 
cribed as revolutionary, not onl> 
ecause it is costly and controver 

Ifiial, but because it is destructive 
[of many historic concepts and dis 
Iruptive of many political align 
Intents. Yet despite that, remark 
table and measurable improvements 
lire being made in the public 
I schools of the state, both an to 
(physical plant and to academic 
(preparation

From one end of South Caro 
lina to the other, new school build- 
tings are springing up at a rate (and 
lat a cost) never before equaled in 
ithe history of this or probably any 
.other state of the nation. The "lit- 
jtle red schoolhouse" is becoming 
la thing of the past, and in its stead 
[are arising well-designed, strate 
gically situated buildings capable 
[of housing hundreds of pupils.

BUILDING, RENOVATING 
Many millions of dollars are 

going into the construction of these 
;new schoolhouses, into the im 
provement of existing buildings, 
|and into their equipping. Addition 
al millions are going into the pur- 
,chase and operation of several 
thousand school buses, used to 
transport rural children to and 
from school.

The beneficiaries of these 
changes are more than half a mil 
lion school children of South Caro- 
[Una, and in particular the quarter 
million Negro pupils in the state 

JAH these youngsters, together with 
|lhe 18.000 teachers who instruct 

icm, are caught up directly in this 
lucational revolution, but its im 
;ct extends beyond them to in 

rlude at] parent* and all taxpayers 
i the state.
Perhaps a better term for this 
lucational readjustment would be 

"counter-revolution," for it is fun- 
_ based upon a deep-seat- 

letermination to preserve Ta 
ll separation in the schools 
the program came into being in 
51 through the joint efforts of 

[Gov. James F. Byrncs and the 
[South Carolina General Assembly, 
[The drive toward improving Negro 
{school facilities wag stimulated by 
[the governor's insistence that "it 
jit right," and by the more com- 
|pelling realization that without 

improvement, the state would

stand less chance of maintaining
separate schools. The program it 
self embraces these major ele 
ments:

MAJOR ELEMENTS
1. A state-supported school build 

ing program which (under present 
legislation) involves the ultimate 
.expenditure of more than 175 mil 
lion dollars for construction and 
improvement of schools.

2. Increased state aid to teach 
ers' salaries. (The state pays the 
base salary for public school 
teachers, but many communities 
supplement those salaries with 
local funds.)

3. A statewide, state-supported j 
system of school bus transporta 
tion. (Heretofore that has been a 
local function, although with a 
measure of state financial aid )

4. Increased appropriations for 
school supervision and overhead.

5. A retail sales and use tax 
(3 per cent) on personal tangible 
property as a means of raising 
greater revenues for school pur 
poses.

To administer the program, the 
General Assembly created a new 
agency known as the Educational 
Finance Commission, made up of 
prominent layment appointed by 
the governor. One of the first 
things done by that body wa* to 
establish criteria which had to be 
met by local school districts be 
fore they would become eligible 
to receive the state funds. An 
immediate goal was the consolid 
ation of the state'g multitudinous 
school districts.

SUCCESS SURPRISING
The success of that effort has 

astounded school officials else [ 
where and is regarded by South 
Carolina authorities as being OTr 
of the major development* of the 
entire program Two years ago, 
when the project was in its in 
ception, the state had 1,220 »choo.
districts, some of which had no 
schools of their own and were con 
cerned only with transporting pu 
pils into districts which did havr 
schools. Now, unrter the stead\ 
pressure of the Educational fi 
nance Commission, that number 
has shrunk to 103,

on* of silent acceptance for the 
most part. One of the chie 
grounds for believing that a goo<j 
percentage of the state's Negrc 
citizens endorse the program haj 
been the general willingness witt 
which they have accepted the 
added burden of the sales tax That 
tax hits them to a far greatei 
degree than did the property tax 
es which formerly provided the 
principal base for school con 
struclion.

On the other hand, there has 
been continuous -opposition from 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
to the ultimate purpose of th« 
program   the maintenance o: 
"separate but equal" facilities 
NAACP spokesman in South Caro 
lina seek the complete elimini 
tion of separation in the public 
schools, and a new series of court 
actions has been threatened to 
help bring about that goal

Meanwhile, the present equali 
zation program moves speedily 
along, with an accompanying re 
vision in the educational thinking 
of most South Carolinians, Negro 
and white, under the impact of 
logic and necessity.

STcTARGUES SEGREGATION 
IN HIGH COURT MONDAY

But if the Finance Commission 
authorities regard that consolida 
tion as the greatest single 
achievement of the program. 
there are those who complain bit 
terly that communities have been 
disrupted and local authority 
usurped. Such arguments reflect 
the principal obstacle to the en 
tire program resistance t change

Another aspect of that resis 
tance is the resentment current in 
some quartets over the dispro 
portionate money being channel 
led into Negro school construe 
tion. Thus far, more than 85 mil 
lion dollars has been approved for 
[he building schedule, and of that 
70 per cent has been earmarked 
for Negro schools.

NEGRO REACTION
The Negro reaction to the new 

equalization program has been

COLUMBIA. S.C., Dec. 4 
South Carolina will defend its con 
stitutionally - required segregated 
public school system before the 
U.S. Supreme Court Monday.

Successful twice in the lower 
courts, the state will argue for 
final reaffirrnation of the high 
court's 57-year-old principle that 
segregated schools are constitu 
tional if facilities are equal,

Appealing the state's victory be 
fore special three judge federal 
courts, in a case arising in the 
Summerton School District of Clar 
endon County, is the National As 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People.

The NAACP contends the 14th 
amendment to the federal consti 
tution, adopted after the War Be 
tween the States, makes integrated 
schools necessary. The amendment 
promises equal protection of the 
law to all citizens.

South Carolina, joining with Vir 
ginia in the first of five similar 

jjcases called up by the court for 
reargumcnts Monday, counters 
that framers of the amendment, 
and most of the adoptng states.
never contemplated its being used 
as the basis for abolishing segre 
gated schools.

The high court heard the appeal 
last December, then in June called 
for reargumcnts on the point oJ 
what was intended by the 14th 
amendment. It also asked for sug 
gestions on how integration 
should be handled if it orders white 
and Negro pupils mixed.

The NAACP will ash that inte 
gration, if ordered, be handled by 
a special referee to take testimony 
and make a decision applicable to 
all five cases. The other cases are 
from Kansas, Delaware and the 
District of Columbia.

South Carolina and Virginia will 
argue instead that, if segregation 
is overthrown, the cases should be 
referred to the originating courts 
for disposition according to local 
conditions.

Relying on the equal but sep 
arate facilities doctrine. South 
Carolina has embarked on a 178 
million dollar construction pro 
gram to equalize school facilities 
for Negroes.

The state also saw its voters in 
1952 approve overwhelmingly a 
pending state constitutional amend 
ment to eliminate a requirement 
that the state must maintain free 
public schools.

The General Assembly must ra 
tify this to make it effective. The 
lawmakers ire waiting on a de 
cision from the court before act 
ing.

The effect of ratification would 
be to give full school control to 
the Legislature. It then could close 
the schools or arrange to hand the 

's;,.stem over to private interests 
that presumably would not be af- 

jfected by an integration decision
The school equalization program 

in the Sum

merton District in compliance
the orders of two special Federal
District Courts.

The Clarendon case was initiated 
in 1949 by a petition from Negro 
parents to the district trustees. 
The trustees refused to comply 
with the demand that Negro stu 
dents be admitted to white schools 
even though Negro facilities ad 
mittedly were inferior.

J. Waties Waring, then federal 
district judge at Charleston, tossed 
out an attempt to bring this mat 
ter into court. But in doing so, 
he suggested that a correctly- 
brought suit might aim directly at 
outlawing segregation.

A suit with this aim was brought 
and heard in 1951 by Waring and 
two other judges. They decided, 
2-1, for segregation. Waring, dis* 
senting, said segregation in the 
state's schools must be "ended 
now "

When this decision was ap 
pealed by the NAACP, the Su 
preme Court promptly sent the 
case back on the ground that the 
record was incomplete So in 1952 
the three judge court Waring, re 
tired in the meantime, was re 
placed by Armistead Dobie of the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals- 
mot again and unanimously sus 
tained segregation and approved 
equalization progress at Summer- 
ton up to that time.

It is this decision that was ar 
gued a year ago before the Su-
ireme Court, and that again will
>e heard Monday.

South Carolina's 1895 constitution 
requires separate schools for 
whites and Negroes. In 1868, the 
state's reconstruction constitution 
said schools should be free and 
open to all, regardless of race or 
color but it did not ban separate 
schools.

mission
dv ~/4rrtffa*t'*r 
iMegroes lo seek

  ~J*'/tf ^l,J7&*

To S. C. Supported Schools
COLUMBIA, July 25 tfV-The State NAACP plans to bring suits 

for admittance of Negroes refused enrollment at South Carolina s 
state-supported colleges, an official said today.

State President .Tames M. Hinton '   ~           -     
of the National Association for the courses, especially in law beini, 
Advancmeent of Colored People taught. Also, the State makes schol 
said his group had withheld such arship funds available to Negro** 
action pending a decision in the to attend college* outside the State 
still undecided NAACP case against for graduate work in certain fields 
South Carolina's public and secon- not available at Orangeburg.

of colleges in other states to 
Negroes, we now feel we should go 
ahead here in South Carolina," he 
said.

The colleges that would be open 
to suit if they refused to admit 
qualified Negro applicants, he said 
are Wintnrop, the Women's College 
at Rock Hill, the Medical College 
at Charleston; Clemson, the A. and 
M. College; the University of South 
Carolina, where much graduate 
work is offered; and The Citadel, 
military college at Charleston.

The State operates an A. and 
M. co-education Negro college at 
Orangcburg, with some graduate

public schools.


