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Union's Former School for Girls
CLIFFORD SEMINARY

By HELEN KING
/CLIFFORD SEMINARY, organ- 
V/ ized in 1881 in the town of 
UnionviSle, now Union, South Car 
olina, and granted a regular col- 
leg* charter by the State of South 
Carolina May 24, 1884, was found 
ed by the Rev. and Mrs. B. G. 
Clifford.

For ahno0t 50 years Dr. and 
Mrs. Clifford, were engaged  » 
religious and educational work in 
Union and the surrounding com 
munity. Their college was a home 
and school for girls, an institution 
of learning and culture, and it at 
tracted students from South Car 
olina, North Carolina, Georgia, 
and Florida.

A native of HaverhiH, New

Shown at the bot 
tom left is a picture 
of tke Clifford family 
and some of the fac 
ulty that was taken in 
Union in 1910. Seated 
art Charles S. Clif 
ford, son of Dr. and 
Mr». B. G. Clifford: 
Mr». Clifford, who 
with her hu tban d 
founded, the school; 
Mrg. Julia S. Oftzel, 
lifter of Mrs. Clifford 
and matron in the 
school. Standing, 
George H. O e tze 1 1 
Julia,'t husband and 
instructor in b o o k - 
keeping; J. G e o r g « 
Oetzel, ton of George 
and Julia; Julia Price 
Prosser, teacher of 
mathematics and Ger 
man; Henry S. Adams 
of Chester, husband of 
Marie Clifford; Mrs. 
Marie Clifford Adams, 
daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. B. G. Clifford, 
former teacher of vio- 
Kn; Mary Helen Oet- 
tel, director of music.

Hampshire, Branch Greenleaf Oif- 
lurd moved with his parents at 
«jb early age to Salisbury, N. C 

{ At IS, he Joined the Confederate 
Army.

Clifford returned from his war 
service, including confinement in 
a Federal prison, to take under 
graduate training at David son Col 
lege where he later obtained an 
A. M. degree. In later years, he 
received a Ph. D. degree from 
Alabama State Normal College

and a D. D. degree from Presby 
terian College in South Carolina. 

On January 2. 1874, Mr. Clifford 
married Mary C Scofield of 
Davidson College and Columbia.

Mary Scofield was a teacher by 
training and profession. She had 
become principal of the Female 
Academy at Unionvill*, S. C. hi 
1874. This was one of the oldest 
schools in the up-country.

Mr. Clifford had been called to 
preach at a church in another 
part of South Carolina, but on 
learning that the call was not 
unanimous, he declined it. Instead, 
he accepted the principal ship of 
the Male Academy at Unionville 

  and, he and Miss Scofield decided 
\ to be married before he entered 

upon this work.

Pioneer PT'orfc

Mr. Clifford had no intention of 
giving op his work In the ministry, 
lor he knew there was much pio 
neer work to be done in Union 
County. The old-fashioned Presby 
terian idea of planting a school 
under the eaves of a church so 
that each might help the other 
had always appealed to him. 
Thus he and his bride entered at 
once upon their life work is) 
Union.

In 1876 Mr. Clifford gave up his 
work in the Male Academy to be 
come Stated Supply of the Union 
Presbyterian Oiurch, and later 
pastor. It was during his pastorate 
of £2 years that a new church

(not the present one) waa bunt 
and dedicated on June 17, 1883.

It was reconstruction times dur 
ing the early days of the Cliffords' 
work in South Carolina, and there 
was no money for public schools, 
and few were the schools worthy 
of the name. However, students 
were not barred from the Union- 
vflle Female Academy because 
they were unable to pay.

"Pay if you can, but If you 
can't, come to school anyway," 
was the poliny of the school. At 
one time wlien the school was 
fffied, only one out of five pupils 
was paying tuition fees.

Private School

In 1881 when there was mone"y 
to operate the public schools, the 
Male and Female Academies were 
incorporated into the City School 
system of Union. Though the Rev. 
and Mrs. Clifford were unanimous- 

elected principal of the school,

they refused the offer, and on Jan- | 
uary 3, 1881, they opened "A Pri- ] 
vate School for Boarding and Day 
Pupils" in their home on East 
Main Street. The Boarding Depart 
ment was limited exclusively to 
girls, but small boys were included 
among the day pupils in the Pri 
mary Department.

The school prospered In a quiet 
way from the beginning. The cur- 
liculum was soon raised to college 
level, and in 1884 it was granted 
a charter by the state under the 
name of Clifford Female Serai- 
nary. The first class of three 
young ladies, Misses Mary Harri- 
son, Anna Johnson, and Lula 
Swink, from Greenville, Atlanta, 
and Union County respectively, 
was graduated in 1887 with the 
A. B. degree.

It was Dr. Clifford's plan to 
apply the earnings of the school 
year by year to build up the insti 
tution, which was non-denomina 
tional. He never at any time 
asked for or received money for 
this purpose from church, state.

or Individual. For a quarter of a 
century be annually enrolled from 

50 to 75 students, whose respect, 
I'A-e and confidence he won.

Three Courses

The college offered three courses 

of study, the Classical, leading to 
the degree of Baccalaurea Artium; 

j the Scientific, leading to the de- 
! gree of Baccalaurea Uterarum, 

recording to a 1910 Bulletin of the 
Seminary. There were also peda 
gogical, art, music, and commer 
cial courses, as well as a prepa 
ratory department to accommo 
date "inadequate preparation oi 
some applicants."

A description of the courses In 
the bulletin indicate that they 
were well up and advanced for 
the times. An old Clifford Semi 
nary Concert program dated May 
29, 1899, given for the benefit of 
the Union Public Library which 
was built through the persistent 
effort* of Mrs. Clifford, include 
vocal, piano, and violin numbers 
by such composers as Haydn, 
Weber, Heller, Mozart, and Schu 
bert

ef,9 Taboos

letter writing, visiting the stores 
without a chaperon, and all cor 
respondence with gentlemen ex 
cept upon written request from 
parents, were among the taboo* 
o! the school.

The college opened on a note of 
optimism in 1906, according to the 
news of "The Southern Colleges," 
published in The State. Oct. 1, 
1905: "The opening of Clifford 
Seminary this year is the most 
favorable the school has known 
in more than a decade. Every 
room is filled and special arrange 

Fuel was furnished in the dor 
mitories for rising and retiring. 
Extra fuel could be ordered by 
telephone from the city woodyard 
at reasonable price*. Excessive

are being made for other 
pupils who have applied. The 
teachers have started in on the 
work of the year with enthusiasm. 
The entrance examinations re 
sulted in satisfactory classifica 

tions and the pupils are hard at 
work. Everything points to a de 
lightful and prosperous year.

"Many improvements have been 
made in the seminary building and 
more are under consideration.

"The long season of drought 
checked the blooming of flowirs 
but the campus is still attractive. 
The home atmosphere still pre 
vails, and there is little home 
sickness,"

Finality

Upon the death of Dr. Clifford 
on Feb. 5, 1910, Mrs. Clifford took 
oser the work o( the school and 
carried it on lor a number of 
years. After the college closed it 
was used as part of the Union 
High School facilities, but the 
buildings have since been torn 
oown and replaced by a modern 
gymnasium and cafeteria for use 
by the Union High School.

Thus, the rewarding and fasci 
nating process oi learning con 
tinues on the spot where the young 
Cliffords began "A Private School 
for Boarding and Day PupiU" 80 
years ago. Now the lusty yell of 
the sports fans, the chatter of 
nungry youth, and the clatter of 
oishes resound instead of the 
drone of Caesar, Cicero, and 
Horace, the soft laughter of the 
Gtbson girl, and the strains of 
Haydn, Mozart, and Schubert 
floating from piano and violin.

After Mrs. Clifford's death one 
of the most worthwhile educational 
Institutions in the state closed its 
doors. This was a distinct Ion to 
the girls of the state who needed 
Just the educational advantages, 
culture, and lessons in right living 
that Clifford Seminary always 
gave.
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A group of students and faculty members pose at Clifford Seminary near the 
turn of the century.
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