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BURNED BY SHERMAN

Old Saluda Factory 
Marker Is Planned

A historical marker tot old Sa- 
luda Factory will be erected by 
ihe Lexington County Historical 
Society during the West Colum 
bia Centennial Tour Feb. 17.

The marker will be located at 
the intersection of Sunset Boule 
vard and Seminole Drive in Sa 
luda Gardens.

Saluda Factory, once the larg 
est manufacturer of cotton goods 
in South Carolina, was located on 
the west bank of the Saluda Riv 
er in the Saluda Gardens area of 
West Columbia.

All that is left of the factory, 
which operated more than 50 
years, is th« granite foundation 

; on which it stood.
Built about 1828 or 1829, the 

factory was not chartered by the 
state until 1834.

Principal organizers of the 
txwnpany were David Ewart and 

'Col. Shubel Blanding. Ewart, who 
once operated Uncle Savy Her 
ring's grocery and hardware busi 
ness near the corner Main and 
Washington Streets in Columbia,

served as president and trustee. 
In addition to Ewart and Col. 

Blanding, stockholders In the Sa 
luda Manufacturing Co. were
Thomas Wells, John G. Brown, 
John I. Gracy and others. Au 
thorized capital stock was 960,-
000.

The factory changed ownership 
several times. It first was sold 
in 1839 to Edward H. and John 
fisher, who had been operating a 
small company at Dent's Mill 
(Dentsville).

Again in 1844 it was sold, that 
time to Dr. R. W. Gibbes, and it 
was managed by his son, James
G. Gibbes.

i
On Feb. 17, In 1865, the factory 

was burned by General Howard's 
column of Shemnan's army. They 
crossed the Saluda River on a 
pontoon bridge improvised for 
their entrance into Columbia.

The bridge at the factory had 
: already been burned by Confed 
erate troops to prevent Sher- 
man's army from crossing the 
river. A Confederate cavalryman, 
Captain Matthews, whose home 
was in Alabama, was killed 
at Saluda Factory during the con 
flict and is buried at EJmwood 
Cemetery.

After the war the factory was 
rebuilt but was accidently burned 
again in 1886. It never was re-
storrd.

The factory site is one of more 
important historical locations in 
Lexington County. It will be one 
of the main attractions during the 
West Columbia Centennial Tour.

A Period of Great Change in S.C.
atn attractions during the 1 *-^
lumbia Centennial Tour.j ____

Fhe Old Saluda Factory Story
By MRS. ROSE SLA1CK

Vine-covered ruins, steep 
granite walls, winding water- 
ducts and now - silent canals 
bring to life today the cul 
tural and economic history of 
South Carolina.

The ruins of the old Saluda 
* Factory, in the Saluda Park 

Area just off Highway 378. 
will forever recall the rise of 
the textile industry in an 
agrarian society, and for 
those who seek to uncover the 
times and lives of people, will 
present a picture of fortitude, 
courage, and ingenuity, as 
well as pathos, tears, heart 
aches and discouragement.

The history is written in the 
changing patterns of society. 
Perhaps BO period in South 
Carolina witnessed changes of 
greater magnitude and signi 
ficance than those that took 
place daring the 1820'i.

In 1828 (or 1829) when the 
Saluda Factory was built, the 
large cotton plantations with 
slave labor were considered 
the ideal type of society in 
the South. Many enterprising 
Northerners had been attract 
ed to the South by its mild 
climate and gracious way of 
living. Among these were Col 
onel Shubel Blanding of Cam- 
den who had married a 
daughter of Chancellor De- 
Saussure. He has been de 
scribed as one of the most 
useful, enterprising and pub 
lic - spirited citize is that ever 
lived in the State. He with Da 
vid Ewart, a little, energetic, 
well - informed Irishman, ori 
ginated the Saluda Factory, 
the largest cotton manufac 
turing establishment at that 
time in the State.

The factory was not char 
tered until December 1834, 
and the incorporators were 
David Ewart, Thomas Wells, 
John G. Brown, Shubel Bland 
ing, John I. Gracey and oth 
ers.

The factory was a three-

granite structure con 
taining 7.500 spindles with 
looms in proportion. (The 
standard of gauging the size 
of a cotton mil) Is generally 
accepted a§ the number of 
spindles.) David Ewart was 
president and trustee of the 
company* and the mill em 
ployed 250 hands.

As railroads had not been 
constructed, the mill experi 
enced transportation diffi 
culties in its early stages of 
development. Machinery and 
other supplies reached 
the mill from Charleston by 
wagon. At one time the wag 
ons went as far as New York.

In December of 1839, the 
buildings, lands (205 acres), 
machinery, and Negro slaves 
were sold at auction to meet 
demands against the com 
pany. The new stockholders 
of the company were Abram 
D. Jones, John Fisher, Ben 
jamin F. Taylor, Wm. P. De- 
Saussure, Hugh H. To land, 
David Dowell, John Belton 
O'Neall, Dr. Robert W. Gib 
bes, James Rogers, Joel 
Adams Jr. and John English.

In August, 1844, the Saluda 
Factory was again offered for 
sale.

ID 1M7 the "Telegraph" of 
Columbia devoted consider 
able space to an industrial re 
view of the State, giving 
statements concerning the op 
erating cotton mills: "The Si- 
Inda Factory, near Colombia 
which * has been undergoing 
repairs daring the lammer, 
hot now again In operation, 
hai been doing a fine bosineis 
for the last three years/'

In 1848, J. Graves of New 
England assumed manage 
ment of the mill. The product 
of the mill during this period 
was a heavy brown shirting 
and Southern stripe, a coarse 
colored cloth used lor bouse 
clothes.

On May 23, 1848, an article 
in in* "Daily Telegraph" 
signed by J. Graves stated

The Columbia Register,' Aug. 3, 1884

A Newspaper Account of the Fire
"The Columbia Register/' August 3, 1884, gives the follow 

ing account of the Saluda Factory fire:
"By dangerous risks and heroic efforts the operatives saved 

nearly all the stock in the general store attached to the fac 
tory and removed them to a place of safety.

"Mr. J. M. Campbell, the Superintendent, having gone to 
Asheville and Mr. William Johnson also being absent, Mr. 
John Hayes, next in charge, said he and a machinist went 
into the loft about 2:30 P.M. to repair a piece of factory ma 
chinery in order to have it ready for use whenever it should 
be wanted. Hs detected the odor of a smothered fire and 
calling the attention of his fellow workman to it, they Insti 
tuted a thorough search but failed to locate it. Concluding 
that it was heated belting, the two men retired from the loft 
and repaired to the first floor of the building. The mill was 
shut down and the operatives dismissed for the day. Mr. 
Hayes was engaged in making up the time operatives and 
about 3:30 P.M. he heard someone call loudly and going to 
the door he saw the upper story of the building of the West 
end was a mass of flame.

"The pumps were pnt in motion by Mr. J. T. Gregory and 
a colored man named Brown bat the small quantity of water 
obtained accomplished nothing In the battle with the fnrioQi 
flames, and after rescuing the iron safe with the books and 
papers of the factory and as much as possible of the stock 
In the itore, the operatives do nothing more than stand off 
and took on.

"The factory contents were valued at $150,000 and the ma 
chinery being valued at more than $100.000,

"Saludavilte is L village owned by the proprietor of the

factory, Mr. William Johnson, and consists of comfortable 
double tenements of one-story each. The inhabitants, all told, 
number about 400 souls, including the colored population. Of 
these about 200 are children. The operatives number from 1300 
to 150, including children and fifteen colored persons.

"The payroll of the factory some months ago was estimated 
at $400 per week, the operatives receiving from 25 cents to 
$2.50 per day. The rent paid by the operatives for their rooms 
ranged from 20 cents to $1.00 a week.

"The factory was a substantial frame structure, three  lor 
ies high with s ttone foundation. The building wai 2*0 feet 
long by 50 feet wide. It was first built in 1K34 by David Urtt 1 
ind at successive stages of Its history was owned by Messrs. 
Edward Fisher, James C. Gibbes. Johnson. Child*, and WU- 
lard. Johnson, Chllds and Palmer, until It finally became the 
property of Mr. Wm. Johnson.

"The factory was enlarged and Improved by its managers 
as its successful operation continued. Sherman came through 
the State in February, 1865, when It was swept from the facei 
of the earth by the incendiary's torch. It was rebuilt in a few] 
years after, at a cost of $25,000 or $30,000 and has been Im 
proved in machinery up to and including the present year.

The women and children cried bitterly yesterday when they 
saw the factory crumbling in ashes and their thoughts were 
turned to the future with hearts full of doubt as to what was 
in store for them. It is a terrible thing to see from four to 
five hundred poor people, largely women and children, thrown; 
out of employment without bread and meat in the house, and ! 
without money to buy the commonest necessities of life. The 
poor souls went to thfir rest last night with mingled feelings 
of hope and fear as to the future of Saluda Factory."

"We have 38 Cards and about 
five thousand spindles; we 
are maiaifyana of all num 
bers from five to twenty. We 
are manufacturing over 12,000 
pounds of cotton per week, 
the work for the last week be 
ing twelve thousand one 
hundred and forty pounds."
After about two years of op 

eration with slave Negro la 
bor, the company was forced 
into liquidation. Following the 
sale of its workers, the fac 

tory remained idle for a few 
years.

Colonel James G. Gfbbes 
purchased the Salad* factory 
la 1855. The land area had 
been reduced to IftS acres. 
Globes did not profit from Us 
early operations of Saluda fac 
tory. Operatives were con 
stantly sick wtth dysentery. 
Looms were Idle, mating an 
other expense to Urn. He paU 
12 to 13 cents per pound for 
cotton and Mid Us product at 
17 cents. His operating roar-

, gin ran from four to five cento was bitterly opposed in his 
:a pound. Profits from his early days to cotton mills, 
woolen mill at Dent's Pond a"d Jo*"1 Randolph in an ad- 
enabled him to keep the en- .dress said that "the cotton 
terprise going. 'mills in the South would bring 

The industry, then going * yellow fever, not in August 
through iti experimental pe-' mercly> but *roni Jun* l  Jan- 
riod in the atate, was being »ary, and from January to 
hammered at by many South  *""« " 
Caroliniaoj. John C. Calboun, Langdon Cheves, who was 
Langdon Cheves and other » leader of exceeding popu- 
consplcuoua leaden thought larity, is quoted in the South- 
that cotton mills had no place ern Quarterly Review for 1845 
in the economic development fl s having said that "manu- 
of South Carolina. Jefferson facturing should be the last

rrsort of industry n



country, for one forced as 
with us, they serve no in 
terests but those of the capi 
talists, who set them in mo 
tion, and their immediate lo 
calities." This expresson 
was not peculiar to any one 
class of leaders in South Car 
olina at that time.

The late August Kohn, an 
authority on textile history, 
reported that the evolution of 
the cotton mills in South Car 
olina was exceedingly slow; 
partly because of slave labor 
being regarded as more pro 
fitable when employed in 
growing cotton and because 
white labor was not available 
to any extent for mill pur 
poses; and the further reason ; 
that the leaders of public 
thoughts were considerably 
prejudiced against manufac 
turing Industries, and many 
of the intelligent people in 
vested their money outside of 
the confines of the State. 
WHh the coming of the War 

Between the States. Gibbes 
began to earn profit. He also 
manufactured uniforms for 
Confederate soldiers. His 
store and plant occupied the 
the entire eastern side of the 
block of Main Street in Colum 
bia between Washington 
and Hampton Streets. Ap 
proximately 50,000 uniforms 
were made during the war at 
prices ranging from S2S to 
$75 per suit.

In 1862 Col. Gibbes sold the 
factory to Col. L. D. Childs 
of Lincolnton, North Caro 

lina, William Johnston of Bun 

combe County (Asheville), 
North Carolina, and William 
WUlard of Beaufort County 
f Raleigh), North Carolina. 
Each of the three stockhold 
ers had third interest. Col. 
Gibbes supplied them 
with 800 bales of cotton at 
cost, 17 cents, and became 
the agent for the mill's pro 
ducts which he sold through 
his store in Columbia.

Contemporary prints show 
Saluda Factory in flames on 
Feb. 17, 1865, as Sherman's 
Right Wing - 17th Army Corps 
crossed the Saluda River on 
a pontoon bridge improvised 
for their entrance into Colum 
bia. The bridge across the Sa 
luda had been burned by the 
Confederate troops to prevent 
Sherman's Army from cross 
ing the river.

After the war Colonel CMMl 
employed Colonel Gfbbes *  
rebuild the mill for Urn. The 
new mill was a wooden struc 
ture on the old grantee foun 
dations. A few years later 
Johnson and Childs dissolv 
ed partnership and Childs sold 
his Interest. This change in 
ownershp probably led to the 
second act of incorporation, 
Mar. 3. 1874. The named in- 
corporators were William 
Jotason and John B. Palmer. 
The mill continued operations 
under this charter until the 
factory was destroyed by fir* 
oa August 2. ISM. 

The fire was discovered

about 3:30 p.m. and by 4:00 '       "~        ~~
p.m. the immense structure The Slate and The Columbia Record 
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Drive in Saiu^a 
Gardens on Feb.

17, 1962 by the 
Lexington County 
Historical Soc 
iety

Old Saluda Factory

Replica^Marks Site Today
was leveled to 
the ground. The 
fire started on 
the left but the 
exact cause ap 
peared not to 
have been deter 
mined. The mill 
had been dismis 
sed for the day.

Efforts were 
made to secure

employment for i 
the operatives at? 
the Newberry Fac-l; 
tory as shown by 
advertisements 
in "The Columbia 
Register" on Aug. 
6 and Sept. 5» 
1884.

There is only 
one house of the 
village left and 

t 1? the for 

mer home of the 
factory owner, 
Colonel Johnson, 
now occupied by 
the Reese family.

A historical 
marker was erect 
ed at the inter 
section of Sun 
set Boulevard 
(Highway 378) 
and Seminole " r t


