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The Horse, 45 Million Years Old, 
Seems Destined to Prevail
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A RECENT editorial in The 

State commented pleasant 
ly for several pa pa gn* phs on 
the return to popularity of the 
saddle horse in .Smith Carolina, 
with the final paragraph stating 
"It is also good to know that 
the horse la by no means done 
for."

But, Bias! the horse Is in 
deed "done for" ai tar as ef 
ficient agricultural utility, fast 
transportation and modem war- 
lare are concerned. Will recre 
ational riding, the racing In 
dustry and other equine sports 
activities prove sufficient during 
the coming centuries ol speed, 
electricity, mechanization and 
atomic power to preserve the 
horse in America from the fate 
of the vanished passenger 
pigeon and the buffalo? Only 
time will tell, but apparently 
lime favors the horse.

For science traces the horse 
family hark some 45 million 
yearn. From pre-historic fossil 
remains, we learn that nn old 
ancestor of the modern animal 
first lived in what is now North 
America. Some exports claim 
it was a three-toed creature 
while others maintain that it 
had already developed a hoof 
of sorts. All agree, however, 
that the first horse was an Am 
erican and less than one foot 
tall.

L Grows forger
And presto! Forty-five million 

f years passed during which the 
horse appeared in other part* 

j of the world, gradually growing 
large. He disappeared and re 
appeared in America several 
times, according to fossil studies, 
but vanished completely ages 
before Columbus' lime and was 
unknown to American Indians 
until the white man came.

Pon<

jd a few Florida in 1512; if 
no, they were the first modern 
horsrs to arrive on the Ameri 
can mainland. But it is an his 
torical fact that the Spanish 
colonizer Lucas Vasquez de 
Aylton brought to what is now 
South Carolina in 1526 a hope 
ful pioneer group of 500 men. 
women and slaves and 89 

; horses.

1 However, this colony, located 
1 near Georgetown, collapsed with 

in two years, with less than 150 
j Fiirvivors fortunate enough to re> 
k him to Santo Domingo in Haiti. 
' What became of the 89 horses 

is unrecorded.

Hut, to Hernando Cortez in 
1519 definitely belongs the honor 
of bringing the horse to North 
America to stay. His amazing 
feat of reaching Montezuma's 
A7tec capital in Mexicto was 
** f-omplishrd with a meager 
120 men and but 16 horses and 
ma res.

T-ater In the same year, he 
completely conquered Mexico 
pnd the formidable Azter empire 
with pomp additional 1,000 men 
pnd 80 horses, which he an- 
n^xed from the Spaniard Narvaez 
after defeating that doughty con 
quistador in a spectacular battle 
on the Yucatan coast.

Following Cortex's conquests, 
horses flowed swiftly into Mex 
ico and southward into Peru 
with the lusty Pir^rro brothers 
and the many bearded conquista- i 
dores who followed them.

Then, in 1540. Hernando d« 
Soto, Pushed with success and
great wealth garnered with the 
Pizarros in the golden conquest 
of the Inca in Peru, ambitiously 
wt out for new conquests in 1 
what is now southeastern United i 
States.

He and his many horsemen

passed through Florida, Georgia 
and South Carolina, onward to 
De Soto's ultimate destiny: 
death and burial in the dark, 
surging waters of the Mississ 
ippi. This tragic expedition nar 
rowly missed meeting the first 
French exploratory party under 
Jacques Cartier. which had be 
gun its treck far north on the 
St. Lawrence River in Canada.

No homes returned with the 
remnants of the De Soto expedi 
tion; Cartier had none with him.

Another attempt at colonizing 
in South_ Carolina was made in 
1562. The Frenchman Jean 
Ribault landed settlers and hor 
ses on what is now Parr is Is 
land; hut the colony wag short 
lived and, like Ayllon's earlier 
effort, had a tragic ending of 
complete failure with no record 
of what became of the horses.

Firtt in I/. 5.
In' view of the above facts, 

it seems that the horses whkh 
arrived in South_CaroIina (n 152fi 
with the AylJon expedition may 
have been the first of the mod 
ern equine species to reach the 
United States.

Nevertheless, it remained for 
Coronado, the Spanish explorer 
who took 2fiO horses and marci 
up from Mexico into Arizona, 
New Mexi<^i, Colorado and Kan 
sas m 1540, to unintentionally IT- 
plant horses in the Um'trd 
States. Practically all of hi« 
horses escaped, multiplied and 
ranged through the United Statpe 
and Canada, to be joined later 
by horses of a larger breed that

had escaped from the Frenrh 
Normans in eastern Canada. 
Thus were formed the great 
herds of wild horsrs, many of 
which th*» plains Indians  no*a- 
bly the fierce Comanches nnd 
Pawnees captured, «med and 

to use so successfully

for hunting, waging war and" 
stealing other peoples' horses.

But long before Columbus' 
time, back in the old country 
in the ancient and biblical days, 
the horse was practically un 
known, except for a few puny 
creatures kept by the nobility 
as pets or to pul! small carts. 
Some historians say that the 
early Greeks rode a few horses 
but most say the horse was un 
known as a riding animal among 
them.

About 1000 B.C.. howevpr, a 
horde of conquering horseman 
from somewhere to the north 
west overran the Middle East, 
their sturdy and swift cavalry 
easily overcoming army after 
army. These people, the Hyksos, 
whose origin is still unknown, 
were the first known horse-rid 
ing people o( the world, and the 
Bible relate* their saga.

There is also ft somewhat 
vague I -'Stories! mention of 
horses racing with riders on 
their backs in the Olympic 
Games in ancient Greece of 
about 850 B.C.

During that period and for 
centuries after the terrible 
scourge by the almoirt mythi 
cal Hyksos, great pharoahs, 

kings and other rulers vied in 
the development of R larger and 
stronger horse. Improvement 
came slowly but surely, and al 
though mm on horseback were 
still rare indeed 2,riOO yearn ago, 
the number of horses capable 
of carrying nvn on thrir backs 

steadily Increasing.

Historically, calvary in war 
fare was first utilized success 
fully by the Macedonians and 
the Persians beginning about 
400 B.C. The horses of this per 
iod, nevertheless, stilt Lacked 
 ize, strength, strong backs and

the durability necessary for 
grueling rides and prolonged 
furious engagements.

A few sturdy animals were al 
ready considered truly great.
Bucephalus, Alexander the 
Great's immortal warhorse and 
companion, was undoubtedly an 
advanced offshoot of the breed

parly examples of fine horses 
steadily improving in strength 
and stature through careful se 
lective breeding,

Chariot Race
Even the mighty Romans ne 

glected the horse as a riding 
animal. In Caesar's day only 
trihunr*. centurions and other 
commanders were occasionally 
mounted; and many historians 
agree that an important factor 
In the breakup of fhp Roman 
Empire was its lack of cavalry 
and failure to recognize the

leading up to beautiful animal* 
like Robert E. Lee'i Traveller. 
Other firw animals bred mainly 
by the Persian monarch* were

value of the horse in warfare.

It was during the Roman era, 
however, that horses first ran 
in organi/ed competition In the 
big-time sport of the day the 
chariot race but not unharnes 
sed with riders on their backs.

In the. meantime, the Arabs 
and Persians had succeeded in 
developing a riding animal with 
a stronger back, added stature 
and swifter speed. Darius of 
Persia had 50,000 brood mares 
which were carefully bred with 
the finest stallions obtainable.

And later, in the 7th Century, 
the Prophet Mohammed greatly 
populari7ed nnd utili/ed the 
horse. Within 300 years after 
his death, mounted Mnhamme- 
drn Arabs had conquered half 
the known world.

And far to the northwest, (he 
Tarters and other Mongol tribes 
were brmocin<5 more powerful 
and confident in their daring ex 
ploits because of their univer 
sal use of the horse. They prob- 
ahly raced them, too, although 
no record of their racing has 
come down through the yean 
to us.

In Japan, however, horse 
racing wag held as a court cere-   
mony.as early a« 701 A.D.; and 
in 1105 in Kyoto the historical 
Shrine Races were inaugurated 
and run yearly until the early 
19th Century.

Bark in Europe during the 
Crusades, the English, French 
and Germanic peoples had a 
slow-moving, sway-backed hone 
tha t was no ma t ch for the 
 leek Arab steeds in speed but 
could carry a heavier load for 
longer distances. These were 
successfully bred with fine Arab 
stallions and mares by English 
and French kings and their

nobles.

By the year 1120 or so, Henry 
I of England and his ruling 
clique had developed many fine 
so-called "royal horses" with 
greatly improved speed, indur- 
ance and appearance.

Only the nobility owned hor 
ses at this time and naturally 
the aristocratic owners argued 
as to which was faster and who 
was the better rider. This lead 
to racing and resulted in the 
creation of the first known pub 
lic race course, in London in 
1174. All races were run over 
a four-mile course, and later 
in matches of two out of three 
heats in one afternoon at four 
miles each.

Truly, the horse had already 
come a long way from his pre 
historic ancestor.

Jontting Tourney
For several centuries, racing 

Increased in popularity in Eng 
land, despite keen competition 
from another horse sport, the 
Jousting tourney which reached 
its peak in the 14th and 15th 
Centuries. The jousting champ 
ions and their horses were the 
heroes of the day the Eddie 
Arcaros, Babe Ruths. Jack 
Dcmpseys and the Man O' Wars, 
Citations and Round Tables.

These champs, exclusively 
knights or higher nobility, oper 
ated theoretically as amateurs, 
but In reality were expert pro 
fessionals mounted on the finest 
highly-trained horses. They barn-

stormed the countries of Eu 
rope, just like the modern sports 
pros, and were rewarded with 
rich financial returns.

Famous knights won tourney 
after tourney, and by doing so 
were entitled to annex the horse, 
armor and arms of the van 
quished, who, by custom In most 
tourneys, were also required to 
pay ransom to the victor. The 
big-time Jousts were definitely 
not powder-puff affairs with 
milady's hanky as the sole re 
ward. They were rugged match 
es between skilled men mounted 
on powerful horses competing 
fiercely for rich prizes and wide 
acclaim.

The muscular jousting horse 
undoubtedly aided in the im 
provement of all horses by ad 
ding strength and endurance to 
the breed. It was required to
carry a minimum of 400 pounds 
of knight and armor, which, to 
say the least, is quite a load. 
But Jousting was finally banned 
late in the 16th Century after



many good knights  and horses, 
too  were maimed in these con 
tests. and particularly after an 
emperior of the Holy Roman 
Empire died of a jousting 
wound.

Horse racing flourished 
mainly in England where in the 
JRth Century three great horses 
won wide arclnim. Soon, the 
Kngtfch Stud Bonk was created 
and these thrw»   Malchem, 
Herod and Eclipse  and thpir 
 ires, the Beyerley Turk, Dar- 
ley's Arabian and the Godolphin 
Arabian were named as found 
ers of a new breed, the Thor 
oughbred. Only the descendents 
of these six great stallions quali 
fied as such, and these lines of 
English Thoroughbreds endure 
to this day, not only in England 
but throughout the world.

About this time, three now- 
classic English races were 
founded  the St. Leger in 1777, 
the Epsom Oaks in 1779 and 
the English Derby In 1780  
which still rank among the 
proudest of modern turf events.

Meanwhile, back In America 
ever- increasing numbers of hor- 
w»s were Imported and utilized 
in the rapid growth of the new

country. As early as 1668, or 
ganized horse racing had its 
start at Hempstead Plains, near 
the present site of Belmont Park 
in New York. The winner's cup 
tor this first recorded American 
race is still preserved in a col 
lection of old silver at Yale 
University, while another silver 
bowl now in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York is 
inscribed, "Won by the horse 
Old Tenor in 1751."

Racing Fever
But it was not until the 19th 

Century, before and after the 
Confederate War that racing 
achieved wide public interest 
in the United States. In the 
Carolinas and Virginia, fine 
horses were prized possessions, 
carefully br*»d and Jealously 
guarded work horses, carriage

horses, saddlers and certainly 
racers.

Horse racing during the ante 
bellum period had become so 
popular that an almost feverish 
gambling craze sometimes re 
sulted. Particularly in Charles 
ton, South Carolina, founded in 
IffTO, rich in racing lore. Peri 
odically, however, laws prohibit 
ing either or both horse racing 
and betting on race results were 
passed, disregarded, repealed 
and reinstated. Wagering on 
horse racei is today unlawful

in the Carolina*, Virginia i 
several other states.

Nevertheless, five great racei 
were inaugurated in the decade 
following the Confederate War, 
and all five are still top classics 
in American racing. The Travers 
Stakes was first run in 1864, the 
Saratoga Cup in 3865, the Bel 
mont Stakes in 1867, the Preak- 
ness in 1873 and the Kentucky 
Derby in 1875. Today, mainly 
because of legalized pari-mutuel 
wagering, the horse is still king 
in the United States, and horse 
racing ranks as the leading 
spectator sport of the nation.

Of course, the horse was also 
performing bravely with the 
armies of the world for more 
than 2,000 years, and the scien 
tific breeding of the animal for 
to thrill «t the names: Discov 
ery, Cavalcade, Btae Peter. As-

\

A

"Jousting horses added slrmgth to breed."

snult. and One Hitter just a few 
of South Carolina's great-name 
horses? Or of a couple of last 
year's produce: Black Hills and 
Intentionally Black Hills pre 
maturely nipped by death during
a gallant stretch run at Bel 
mont Park.

Tnes*, and the nimble polo 
ponies, a nd the machine-like 
trotters and pacers, and the 
thousands of handsome saddlers 
and jumpers on the South Caro 
lina scene today are a bigger, 
stronger and more beautiful 
edition of the Macedonian horse, 
the Persian horse and those of 
the gallant conquistador Aylion.

Thus we see that the horse 
has been running a long time., 
slowly increasing his size, RppH 
and endurance with the passing 
ages. He is still improving rec 
ord books attest to that

And so, from the 12-Inch 
dwarfish creatures of millions 
of years ago, the beautiful 60- 
inch-high animals of today are 
descended. And it certainly 
would be sad to even remotely 
consider the possibility that they 
are "done for."

How old did we say the horse 
was? Forty-five million years  
and that's quite a long time to 
be around in any continuous 
species, shape or form; so the 
horse will probably be around 
for a long time yet

And, by the way, how oM Is 
the world?

Sunday, Feb. 28, 1960

"Horses today far overshadow their pre-historic ancestor*


