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System on Par 
With Nation

State Now 
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Of US List
By THOMAS CHADWICK

A one per cent sales tax levied 
iver a 15-year period on all retail 
lies could raise enough money to 

[pull South Carolina's educational 
[system out of the hole and put It 
Ion a par with the rest of the na- 
|tton, statistics and estimates from 
various sources indicated yesterday. 

South Carolina's public school 
lystem, close to the bottom of the 
Hit in comparison to other states 
m nearly all points, can he brought 
ip to the national average in every 
thing at a COM or $140000,000 over 

15-year period, figures gathered

[from the state department of edu 
I cation indicate.

This $140,000,000 would be In ad- 
[dltion to the annual state appropria 
tion for that department. But a'

i

I the end of IS years, educators point
{out, the state's educational system 
would have caught up with its

! needs, and would be in a more fav-
lorable position to meet growing de 
mands and at the same time stay

I on a par with other states.
Today South Carolina owns less

(school property per pupil tharf 4T> 
other states and spends less foi 
operation per pupil than 42 other

I states.
Conditions of some school plants 

In the state, particularly in the
I rural areas, have been described by 
 tale department of education offi 
cials as "deplorable." But they add, 
"Without money, there is nothing 
we can do. 

"Even with the reorganizatin of
I school districts in counties which 
Is being carried out slowly, addi 
tional state-provided funds distri 
buted from a state-level are needed 
to assure a balancing of school faci 
lities throughout the stale" one 
state education department official 
said.

Sale* Tax FnMihititlea 
One possible solution to the prob 

lem is a sales tax. It is being 
brought foiwaid so much on all 
jynts jjiat _the lax commission ial

now assembling figures, scales anJ 
information about it so when the 
legislature convenes and asks "wbnl

can we do with a sales tax?" the 
commission will have the answer.

At a ways and means committee 
meeting recently, Representative 
James Hooks of Marion county put 
forth the idea that a state-levied 
sales tax could do the trick for 
education in South Carolina "if the 
people will vole for such a tax." 
lie proposed that the Issue be put 
before the voters In the general 
election this fall. The committee de 
clined to follow his suggestion but 
the matter is not dead.

Before the same committee meet 
ing the South Carolina Kduration 
association proposed a sates tax. 
which they estimated could def 
initely raise the money for teacher 
salary increases and other Itms,

If the sale* tax were set at one 
per cent (one cent on the dollar) 
and applied to all retail .sales In 
the state such a tax would rat Re ap 
proximately $11.017.830 annually 
estimates show. (Retail sales in the 
state are estimated at $1.101.783.0no>.

If this tax were applied and col 
lected, there would be enough reve 
nue derived to do the 15-year edu 
cational program and more besides. 
By these figure*, the $140.000,000 
program would cost $9.:m..rJ3.T33 
per year for 15 years.

This one per cent levy alone 
would be more than enough for the 
program, estimates show, leaving 
perhaps as much as $2.000,000 a year 
over.

Some legislators are talking about 
making a three per cent sales tax 
and selling it, to the people on two 
points. The first would he to lift 
the brackets of personal income tax 
making the load lighter for low in 
come groups. The second point 
would be that those who are asking 
for equal school facilities would be 
paving a more equal share through 
 ale* tax because they pay very 
little income or property tax. 

.Schoola Need*
Looking at the picture of schoo' 

facilities in South Carolina, W. B 
Southerlin. supervisor of school 
house planning, said that immediate 
needs for class rooms in elementary 
schools will cost $10.000.000. He said 
this would meet only "pressing de 
mands."

"This wilt only take the children 
out of coal bins, cellars, cloak rooms 
and hallways and place them tn de 
cent class rooms." he declared In 
citing various schools over the state 
where such conditions actually 
exist,

Mr. Southerlin snid that the popu 
lation of school children will In 
crease dMrlng the next /Jive years 
at such a terrific rate1 that the 
state, to meet the most urgent de 
mands, will have to upend $40,000,- 
DOO more on an expansion programfj 
Tor clais rooms. He said this would 
be In addition to the $10.000.000 
also point inj: out thnt this Included 
only "bare class rooms" and no

To hark ms Claims up. Mr. Sou- 
threlin pointed out that by 1954 
there will be 554.000 children in 
elementary schools alone. Toda\ 
t here are 408,000 In elementary 
schools, Borne 146.000 less. This 
means approximately 4.500 new 
class rooms will be required to 
meet the increased demands. 

ftchool Conditions
Mr. Southerlin pointed out that 

only about ten per cent of all the 
toilet facilities in present schools 
"have any hint of cleanliness from 
which children could learn to ap 
preciate cleanliness and decent fa 
cilities." He said lack of mainten 
ance and cleaning services was the 
major cause of this condition. 

% "And," he continued." only three 
per cent of all the state's schools 
now have proper lighting."

Mr. Southerlin also cited norm- 
class rooms in which as many as 37 
to 40 children were being crowded 
into a 15 by 18 feet space. (Rerom 
mendalions from national author! 
ties, he said, allow ojie school child 
to every 20 square feet. A 15 by 1H 
class room contains 270 square 
feet. By nationally recommended 
figures, 37 children should have a 
total of 740 square feet, or nearly 
three times as much as cited 
above).

He also brought out that less than 
15 per cent of nil the state's school 
buildings have been painted on the 
interior since they were constructed 
(Mr. Southerlin described school 
buildings constructed since 1923 as 
"relatively new.">

Per Pupil Expenditure
P. C. Smith, director of the di 

vision of finance of the state de 
partment of education, points out 
that it would take a minimum of 
$25,000.000 over (he 15-year period \ 
to bring the per pupil expenditure 
up to a national average of $178 pej 
pupil. The present state expenditure 
per pulpl is $110 in South Carolina. 
The per pupil expenditpre includes 
teat hers' salaries, transportation
supervision and teaching equip 
ment.

More than $75.000,000 Is needed to 
bring our present school property 
and facilities up to national aver 
ages", he asserted. (This figure 
does not include Mr. Soulherlin's 
building program mentioned above,! 
but includes present standing struc 
tures onlyj

Efforts) In Education
There is little doubt that the 

slate is trying hard to improve its] 
educational standards. South Carol 
Una ranks 14th in the 48 states in 
actual effort being made, spend-j 
ing 2.6 per cent of Its total personal 
income on education.

But South Carolina ranks second 
in number of school-ax*1 children| 
per thousand population, making 
the responsibility and cost of edu-| 
cation heavier per taxpayer thin 
it is In 46 other states, providing! 
the state attempts to meet national, 
average standards.

In South Carolina, for instance.) 
there are 280 school-age children! 
per 1.000 population (1947-48 fig-l 
ures> while New York has only 168 
school-age children per 1,000 popu-f 
lation.

At the »ame time. South Cnro-| 
lina's per capita Income was only 
$778 for 1947-48, while New York.l 
on the other hand, had a $1.781 per| 
capita Income.

The fact remains that South Ciro-l 
Una on Ita present revenues, prob 

ably never can provide the money] 
needed to bring Us educational 
standard!! up to a national par. 
Kvidence of this was, given in the] 
meetings of the house ways and 
means committee, which cut educa-j 
tional money requests by $6,000,000, 
leaving the department of educa 
tion with about $300,000 less for 1950J 
than it had to spend in 1949. At that 
meeting leqislators conceded that 
probably only a sales tax will raise! 
the necessary funds.

In Rlchland County
And tn Rlchland county, school] 

1 rustees almost unanimously de 
clared that property owners there I 
have "coached our limit" in prop 
erty taxes for schools. They 
on the county delegation to back] 
a sales tax to help provide the ne 
cessities for aging plants and the) 
needs of a growing population.

House members at the ways and! 
mans meeting said that a sales tax 
WHS the only "fair and equitable" 
tax that could be levied for educa 
tional purposes, the theory beinfi 
that everyone that purchases any-j 
thine on the retail market would be 
buying nn interest in the educa-1 
lional system of the state.

If the general assembly seen! 
fit to place a referendum before 
the people In the 1950 general elec 
tion on the sales tax, and If the 
people stamp approval to that ref 
erendum, then South Carolina's 
educational future will almost be I 
guaranteed to be health;


