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This is No. 73 in a series of articles designed to acquaint readers with South Carolina.

By George MacNabb, Chief of Public Relations,
South Carolina Research, Planning and Development Board

EHRHARDT - - A 390-acre State Park on the Salkehatchie River in the southern tip of Baa- 

berg County marks the site of a faxaous battle In the War Between the States.

It was here at Rivers 1 Bridge on Feb. 3, 1365, that Confederate forces, outnumbered 

more than 10 to 1, offered the first opposition to Sherman's Army after he crossed the 

Savannah River and moved toward Columbia.

The Salkehatchie, half-a-mile wide at the spot, was over its banks and out into the 

dense cypress swamps. The Confederates had cut all bridges across the river's channels

Sherman's men were unable to advance during the day, but crossed above the Con 

federates late in the evening, and the defenders were forced to retire.

The Confederates lost 15 men killed, 44 wounded and 45 missing; the Federals coun 

ted 300 to 400 dead and about 25 wounded 0 The battle was abort but as bitter as any 

fought in South Carolina.

A Rivers 1 Bridge Confederate Memorial Association was organized in 1876 and has 

held annual meetings at the site ever since. A monument was purchased and erected to the 

Southerners who died in the action.

The well-appointed State Park lies six miles west of Ehrhardt and 12 miles south of

Olar.

The annual meetings of the Association at the Park draw many of the state's leading 

political, business and social leaders.
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