
Men Dreamed In Early Days Of Making The 
Turbulent Catawba River Navigable To Sea
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In the days before the railroad 
came to South Carolina river trans 
portation was depended on to carry 
most of the freight. In this section 
of South Carolina the numerous 
falls on the Catawba river presented 
a serious obstacle In the way of river 
transportation but nevertheless men 
dreamed of building a series of locks 
and canals to make the river navi 
gable.

On Match 27, 1787 an act was pas 
sed to the legislature granting a 
charter to a company for this pur 
pose and it was officially known as 
"The Company for Opening the Nav 
igation of The Catawba and Wateree 
River*." It was stated that similar 
powers were given to this corporation 
as to the company that controlled 
-navigation between the Santee and 
Coopen rivers. Under this charter 
the company could sue and be sued 
in a manner similar to other incor 
porations. The company was to keep 
their books open at any time for In 
spection by the legislature.

It was provided that the corpora 
tion could charge such tolls for trans 
portation as they saw fit but that 
they could not make more than a 
twenty-five per cent dividend per 
year on their investment. The men to 
whom the charter was given were 
John Rutledge, Thomas Sumter. Wil 
liam Hill. Daniel Bourdeaux, John 
Oalllard, Benjamin Waring. Joseph 
Asklns and Theodore GalUard. The 
Thomas Sumter referred to was the 
commander of American troops in 
i he revolutionary war and was later 
,\ United States senator.

It was provided in the act incor 
porating this company that the river 
should be made navigable from Cam- 
den to the North Carolina line. In the

charter it was stated that no taxes of'
j any kind would have to be paid by,
{this company.

In order to build canals, locks and
I dredge the river a provision of the
I act stated that the firm could im- 

irt not to exceed three hundred
[slaves free of duy. At the end of a 
three year period or when the slaves

I were turned over to other employers
[the duty was to be paid.

This company was to be given a
| grant of land along the banks of the 
river for a distance of two miles 
from the stream provided that such 

, land had not been granted previous 
ly to other parties. One of the pro-

, visions of the charter was that the 
company could deal in land.

Anyone placing dirt, logs or rub 
bish in the river would be subject to 
* fine of three times the damage they 
did to the business of this corpora 
tion

Subsequently this corporation be 
came known as the Catawba & Wa 
teree Co. as further legislation con 
cerning their activities is noted in 
the earliest acts of the legislature. In 
1813 a committee in the legislature 
was appointed to ascertain " the 
amount of money expended on this 
project, the amount that had been 
paid for company stock and the to 
tal amount of money they had ob 
tained by the sale of lands.

Again In 1814 we find the legisla 
ture somewhat suspicious of the ac 
tivities of this company for two more 
commissioners were appointed to 
look into the affairs of the concern. 
It was stated In the legislative acts 
that the suit in equity which the 
state had started against this com 
pany be withheld until after the 
commissioners reported to the next

session of the legislature.
It seems that the matter ended 

here for nothing further is found 
concerning the activities of this cor 
poration. It was not for some years 
after this that plans were again made 
for making the Catawba river navi- j 
gable.

Navigation on Lynches river was 
also given serious consideration as' 
several acts of the legislature per 
tain to this stream. As early as 1778 
is found an act requiring all male cl-   
tlzens who live within a mile from 
its banks to keep the river clear of 
rubbish. Again In 1787 and in 1791 
acts were passed providing that the 
channel for terries be kept clear and 
that roads leading to the ferries be 
kept open. It does not appear that 
there were any ferries adjacent to 
Lancaster county but were located 
farther down towards the conver 
gence of Lynches Creek and the Pee 
Dee.

As late as 1878 a charter was i 
granted to William Beard and any< 
others that might associate with him ', 
to open navigation on Lynches riv 
er as far as the North Carolina line. 
There Is no record that any residents 
of this section were Interested in such 

leme. It was stated in the char-    
a freight line was to be es~ i
and that the river wu to 

le navigable for steamboats, 
traction was to begin Immedi- 

y after passage of the act and two 
'years were to be given for the trans 
portation company to nave their 
boats operating on the river.

At this time however, the railroads 
were being built In this state and It 
was not long until river transporta 
tion passed as did the buffalo, the 
Indian trader, and the hunter.

THE BLUE CTAWBA AND THE GOOD EARTH
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It has been said that the only permanent thing is change. Cease 
less change has left its mark upon this vicinity as well as every 
other county in America.

In the days when the Indians roamed through this section the 
Catawba river was a blue body of water which had flowed for un 
known ages to the sea. The Indians in time mostly disappeared 
from the banks and the white man took his place. Those great 
immortals which Lancaster county produced all romped along the 
banks of the great Catawba.

In time the Catawba turned a yellowish brown as the soil of the 
surrounding hills was washed into it. Nature, man, and the fight 
to wrest a living from the soil combined to change the blue Ca 
tawba to a strange hue.

The luxuriant vegetation that was to be seen in this vicinity is 
no longer here. It can probably never be replaced but it is possible 
that the erosion of the soil can be stopped so that the Catawba
once more will be a blue stream as it was before the white man 
polluted its waters.

Reforestation and soil conservation will check the great amount 
of top soil that has been gradually washing away never to return 
hut new soil can be built up to take the place of the old for na 
ture with a little assistance can do wonders.

If the tons of earth could be weighed that the Catawba river 
has carried southward the total would probably be enormous 
Much of the good earth of Lancaster has washed away. How 
ever, the movement to stop the drainage has started and man has 
paid that this shall not continue. The good earth should stay here 
where it will be a benefit to mankind and then the Catawba will bo 
again a thing of beauty*

MANY YEARS THE ANGRY CATAWBA IS TAMED
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Present Dam at Nitrolee Near Town of Great Falls.


