
Land of Water
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Bountiful Rainfall
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(Editorial Iteport)

rain falls on South 
Carolina each year to cover the 
state's 31,000 square1 miles with 
almost four feet of water. 
Against a national average rain 
fall of 30 inches, South Carolina 
measures more than 46.

In some of the mountainous 
regions of the I'pstatc, annual 
rainfall would he *ver the head 
(if a six-foot man. Here in the 
Midlands, statistically the 
"iiry" area nf .South Carolina, 
approximately 4-4 inches of rain 
tails during the course of a 
\ear.

Another reflection of (he 
state's good fortune with re- 
>(iect in water is the fart that 
two of the three largest drain 
age areas along the entire At 
lantic seaboard funnel their wa 
ters across South Carolina en 
mute to the sea.

The Pee Dee river, as it is 
"  nrd hv the Black and tin- 
\\aecamaw near (icnrgetown. 
drains an area of 18.500 square 
miles   second only to the Sus- 
fjuehanna basin in size. In third 
place on the Atlantic is the San- 
tee River basin, with a drain 
age area of approximately 17.- 
500 square miles (including the 
eoastal area between the San- 
Ico. and Kdislo Hivcr mouths). 
Almost three-fourths of this ba 
sin is in South Carolina, with 
the remainder in North Caroli 
na.

Both the Santce and the Tee 
Dee (known as the Yadkin in 
North Carolina) surpass in size 
and rate of discharge into the 
Atlantic such well-known rivers 
as the Hudson, the I'otomac 
and the Delaware.

Most of the tremendous sup 
ply of water which comes to the 
state as rainfall goes hack into 
t h e atmosphere   either 
through eva[K)t'iitinn or through 
the transpiration process 
through which vegetation dis 
charges moisture inln the air 

! during plant growth, whether of 
grass, shrubs, trees, or crops. 

I But even though about 70 
per cent of our rainfall is dis- 

I si pa led into thin air by this 
[process of evapo-transpiration, 
th" remainder is more than ad- 

I equate for our present   and 
future   needs.

Ouf water problem, there 
fore, is not one of supply, but 
rather of distribution   in 
terms of both geography and 
chronology In short, we need 
not worry about a source of wa 
ter, but about the way we han 
dle the water when it becomes 
available to us as run-off from 
our fields and forests, or as 
constantly flowing streams, or 
in the hundreds of lakes which 
dot the landscape.

We must worry about having 
water where we need it, when 
we need it, in manageable 
quantities and   of steadily in 
creasing importance   of ac 
ceptable quality. In short, we 
lire, or should he. concerned 
about catching, directing, stor 
ing, diverting, using, and puri 
fying the waters of South Caro 
lina.

Some pattern for the manage 
ment of our waters must be de 
vised so that they will bring 
the greatest good to the great 
est number. Our collective ob 
ligation and the State of South 
Carolina's policy should be to in 
sure to the maximum degree 
"the reasonable and beneficial 
use (of our water resources) in 
the interest of the people."

Those words are quoted, by 
the way, from a proposed water 
law for South Carolina which 
was drafted 10 years ago but 
which never has been enacted. 
Ironically, the essence of that 
law was happily adopted   and 
enacted   by the State of Mis 
sissippi, which seems to be 
having quite good results with 
it.

South Carolina has little law 
and few legal decisions which 
relate to water. As a conse 
quence, there is a vast area of 
indecision and confusion as to 
just what rights do exist with 
]*-<poet to the use of water. The 
old common law provides some 
answers, but an orderly devel 
opment of water resources re 
quires some sort of legal basis.

Drafting of an acceptable wa 
in law will require the resolv 
ing of a few diverse and oppos 
ing interests, hut good will and 
good sense can overcome the 
obstacles and give the state a 
satisfactory law on the subject.

s The Rivers of South Carolina

This dramatized map of South Carolina, based on water resources investigations 
of the V. S. Geological Survey, portrays the relative volume of water which flows 
through the state's major river basins. The thickness of the streams reflects the 
average discharge, in cubic feet per second, of the principal streams which empty 
into the Atlantic along the South Carolina coast. (A flow of one cubic foot per 
second amounts to almost 650,000 gallons a day.)
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