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UNHAPPY LANDINGS
Question of Ancient Rights of Public to River Landings Agfi- 
j. f tatea Low Country.

BY E. T. H. SHAFFER.^.^

Then has recently com* under dis- 
|xu*sion a matter that Is probably one 
Iftmlque to tht Carolina Low Country  

"w use of tb* ancient public landings 
along tha coastal rivers, black pic- 
itureaque streams that project the tides

? the sea far into the level interior.
ha subject is on* that carries one 

tar back into the very beginnings of 
America, to other days and a life 
far different from that lived in the

lax 1932. Time was when these many 
_ o-w Country tidal streams, the Ash- 
ley, the Cooper, the Wad ma law, the 
Dawhoo, the Toogoodoo, the Edisto, 
the Ashepoo, the Cheeha, the Comba- 
b*e, not to mention the many streams 
that meet the sea north of Charles- j 
Ion or the shining network of water- | 
ways that lace Beaufort county,, 
formed the most important paths of a   
&*w world. Endless procession of sea 
ships entered them, unloading and

Mttng *t the busy wharves of New
ondon and Ponpon on Edisto, Ed- 

irvooabury on Ashepoo, Purysburg on, 
Savannah, Dorchester on Ash ley, at 

, ether vanished towns whose names (
r» now but faint memories and many ;

whoa* sites art uncertain, lost in 
a returned forest In later colonial 
days as river plantations rose in 
wealth and Importance many of these 
early river towns were already de 
clining, a rural culture supplanting 
an urban, yet the rivers long retained 
their importance as ways of travel 
and commerce and plantation wharves 
became the «cene of great commer 
cial activity. The plantation owners, 
however, constituted but a small por 
tion of those citizens who had need 
of the river ways, so that on every 

' navigable stream were established 
numerous and convenient public 
landings. An atlas of South Carolina 
published about 1825 indicates many 
of these landings scattered through all 
the coastal counties. At them gath- 

| ered the people of the neighborhood 
and often of the far interior to ship 

i their products or to receive good* 
from city markets, sometime* the ves 
sels coming up the rivers direct from 

| Europe.
Aside from the commercial use of 

the public landings, old newspaper 
items indicate that they were fre-

|o.usntly places for neighborhood social 
gatherings; here people would resort 
from far and near to discuss public 
questions, to enjoy fish fries or oyster 
roasts, the gifts of a bounteous nature 
to their native state. As a rule there 

M a small wharf at each landing, 
an acre or so of ground adjacent set 
wide for public use and a road con 
necting with the main highway.

After the Confederate war. when 
liver plantations were largely aban 
doned, river traffic ceased, neighbor 
hood roads fall into bad condition and 
few had business to transact at tha 
eld public landings or time to embark 
from them for holidays afloat But 
quite recently several vast changes in 
the Low Country picture hava brought 
tb* half forgotten public landings 
sharply into the limelight Firtt cam* 
Improved and paved roads, rendering 
the lovely coastal streams not only 
convenient for people living in upper 
Colleton or In Orangeburg county, but

IOT those of C^IumTia or even the 
Piedmont An early start from almost 
any point in South Carolina, a small 
outboard motor along, a boat bobbing 
on a trailer behind and long before 
sunset the up-countryman might enjoy 
the semi-tropical waters of hU own 
state and capture the gamey channel 
baas or the elusive trout for supper. 
Low-Country fish have ever been a 
dish fit for a king, for did not wise 
Lord Comwallis declare to King 
George that South Carolina was well 
worth fighting for if only for the sake 
of the Santee bream?

But with good roads and tha redis 
covery of their long lost rivers by 
South Carolinians came another 
change the wholesale purchase of old 
river plantations as hunting preserves 
and winter homes by wealthy man 
from distant states, who wished to en 
joy life as once did the happy plan 
tation owners and their neighbors In 
the "good old days." Through loo* 
neglect the legal rights of the peopl* 
to their one* Happy Landings had be 
come hazy and obscure. When a mil- 
llonair*, unacquainted with the his 
tory or customs of the land on mhich 
he had chanced, bought a tract of 
land, naturally his first thought was 
to inclose it or to dot the peaceful 
landscape with no trespass signs. Tb* 
river cities having long ago vanished, 
there are here no municipal public 
water fronts, as one meets in other 
sections, and with the rural public 
landings, one aftar another, closed, 
many delightful and historic streams 
will soon be but memories to the av 
erage citizen. Such a condition might 
prove unfortunate as tending in the 
end to mar that harmony and accord 
that should exist between all classes.

Also, unless some way out can b* 
found, such s condition might mean 
a distinct commercial loss to the state. 
In the handbook of South Carolina 
published recently by the department 
of agriculture for the purpose of at 
tracting visitors and settlers to the 
state much stress is laid on wonder 
ful fishing to be enjoyed on the coastal 
streams. The magic beauty of these 
rivers and the rare sport they offer 
is also a leading feature of commer 
cial advertising now being distributed 
by chambers of commerce and travel 
bureaus of Georgetown, Charleston 
and Beaufort True, th« rivers and 
the fish exist, but they might as well 
be a thousand miles away if there be 
left no ingress or egress for the gen 
eral public. As a result of the pres 
ent agitation several of the ancient 
public landings have been graciously 
restored to the people by the new 
landowners and this may be more 
generally done as the facts become 
more generally known. Such a solu 
tion of a difficult question would un 
doubtedly be a courteous gesture on 
the part of new, plantation masters 
and would have the effect of render 
ing visitors and natives, low-country 
men and up-country men, all one 
friendly people, rejoicing in and en- 
Joying a common her itags.


