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,'s Resin Pits
Remnants of 17th Century Industry 
Are Being Preserved in Lowcountry
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Substitute oxen for mules shown in picture, and change the garb of laborers to 17th century, and this might 
be a scene that took place when the important naval stores industry thrived.

REMNANTS of an industry once 
vital to the British Navy con 

be found scattered over the 
Francis Marion National Forest, 
about 30 miles or so north of 
Charleston in the vicinity of Lake 
Moultrie.

In the I600's Britain began her 
colonizing in earnest, a latecomer 
to the North American continent 
compared with Spain and Portu 
gal. One major influence upon 
Britain was the possibility of ob 
taining a source ol iw '

Independent of Russia and the 
Dutch Traders.

The longlcaf pine, from which 
the resin used in shipbuilding 
was taken f grew in abundance 
near the Carolina coast. As a 
result of this, Britain exploited 
the resources during the IGOO's 
and up to about the middle of 
the 18th century, when more 
abundant sources were tapped 
farther south.

Naval stores is a trade name

resin of the pine tree. As origi 
nally used, the term included all 
raw materials used in building 
and maintaining sailing ships, 
such as tar, pitch, resin, cordage, 
masts and timbers.

The remnants referred to are 
hundreds of pits all over the 
forest   circular, clay-lined pits 
about five feet across and three 
feet deep, used to catch the 
melted resin that flowed down 
from earth-covered mounds of

 THE PITS are found in the Cog- 
1, shall Recreation Area along 

Highway 17-A. The tar pits and 
mounds were used by what might 
well have been the first naval 
stores industry in the New World, 

During the 1600's and the early 
portion of the 1700's, Negro slaves 
cut down longlraf pines and placed 
them in dirt-covered mounds, 
each mound with a small air vent 
at the top. The logs were then 
aet on fire.

slow-burning fire caused the 
resin to flow out through a small 
trough into the day-lined pit ad- 
Jacent to it.

The resin was then scooped out 
and placed in barrels, after which 
they were hauled by oxen to the 
Santee River and floated by barge 
to Charleston.

At Charleston, the resin, pitch 
and tar were loaded on sailing 
vessels and sent primely to 
England for use in caulking the 
ships of the British Navy.

MUCH OF tht- area once oc 
cupied by longleaf pine in 

the 1600's is now overgrown with 
loblolly pine.

The naval stores industry to 
now farther south ir Georgia and 
Florida. The present industry 
draws from pine tre^s in the 
Southern states where p*nes grow 
In abundance in Alabama, Loui 
siana, Mississippi and parts of 
Texas in a^ Jit ion to tne other 
states named.

Nearly 70 per cent of the nnval 
stores used in the world come 
from the United States, and most 
ly front this Southern pine bel*.

The old burning method waft
wasteful, due fa the fact that th» 
Wood.had to be destroyed. Fur 
ther, ft was made possible at tht 
time largely by the uae of slave 
labor.

The most efficient method used 
now is to "chip" the tree and 
collect the resin in cups as 11 
seeps from the wood. The supply 
Is collected each week where mis 
method is used and transported to 
 tills.

r STEAM distillation method 
is used with dead wood and 

stumps from rut over land. Thestf 
are ground up. loaded inlo steel 
retorts and st*Mm<H to obtain 
t'.' :   ':' ' - H|. Bailing

gasoline U then used on m«.> ma 
terial to obtain resin.

These historical sites, whir It 
hunters often stumbled upon in UV 
area, is one of many roadside r- 
creation areas being developed in 
the Francis Marion National For- 
«st.

The remnants are being pre 
served by using protecting cy 
press fences around the pits that 
are in good shape.

Along with moss-covered oaks 
and cypress trees, the resin pits 
are now one more of the historical 
sites in a section that has an 
abundance of historical sites dat 
ing from the. earliest diys of 
America. 
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Kneeling beside one of the jtundrfds if resin pits scattered throughout 
iit Marion National forest north, of Charleston is District Ranger
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«/>/>*'£ Diagram shows how pine Ings were burned under dirt-covered 
mounds and the resin drained off into a clay-lined adjacent pit.
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