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A recently destroyed relic of carpetbag-Negro rule in Columbia

By DR. ROBERT W. GIBBES
PEVERAL months ago a fierce 
O fire destroyed the interior
 ^f a tall and architectural!-- 
speaking, not altogether unples- 
Ing building in the 12th block or 
the went side of Main Street 
which for more than eighty years 
bad borne, as it does today, the 
number 1209-11. At the time of 
the fire the house was occupied 
by a. fine old furniture business 
whose IOM was very heavy, but 
the building itself had been so 
substantially constructed that its 
blackened walls are but little im 
paired and standing straight and
 tronc they tower into the blue 
without deviation in their lines. 
There are no supporting struc 
tures without, and within I he in- 
ferior are only scorched beams 
and upriffhts of the best qualify 
The walls at their base are 21 
Inches in thickness and taper up 
wardi to a width of 16 inches 
When one nolei the heavy con 
stmction of the walls and their
 olid timber supports, he won 
den not at all that the gusty 
March winds did no damage to 
them. While the structure pre 
sents at the moment, in its com 
plete nakedness, a rather grotes 
que appearance, its somber, ruin 
ed dignity gives not a hint of the 
evil part tt played during the 
radical era of the late Sixties and 
early Seventies when the highly- 
placed servants of our State Gov 
ernment were united unanimously 
hi looting the State treasury of,

its slender post-war resources, 
debauching every governmental 
office, and bringing further dis 
credit to our people by shame 
lessly wallowing in the wealth 
that their predatory practices had 
brought to themselves out of the 
miseries of an exhausted, helpless 
people. Years before I had learn 
ed much about the evil history of 
the building and hnw it had been 
built to serve the sinister purpos- ' 
es of the unscrupulous gang of 
carpetbaggers that had poured in 
to the State from the North and 
had united with densely ignorant 
Negroes who were soon to be 
come mere tools In the hands of

their masters, and with the most 
venal and vicious of all, the white 
renegades or scalawags aa they 
were called. I knew something 
about the way thla evil combina 
tion had brazenly usurped every 
one of our government's functions. 
While thinking of thoM bleak days 
and of thos« scoundrels who had 
destroyed the economic security 
of so many worthy people later 
known to me. 1 was often im- 

as I went along the street

by the sinister appearance of the 
building of which I write. I ob 
served that it differed architec 
turally from its neighbors which 
marched right along the side 
walk's edge. It seemed to the 
youthful fancy of an impression 
able mind that It was remote, 
aloof and singularly exotic, and 
that It was silently proclaiming 
that it belonged not to a peace 
ful present, hut to a past of bri-1 
bery, of incredible debauchery i 
and treachery. 1 wondered about j

those who had built it so substan 
tially and for what purposes. In 
those faraway days when I was 
a student at the University and 
striving extra-curricularly to store 
in my mind all sorts of informa 
tion that might enliven Us fancy 
and become even useful, I would 
now and then wander into this 
building, which in devious ways 
had become the property of South 
Carolina, and would again look 
over the mineral and forest pro 
duction of the State which had 
been placed there by the Depart 
ment of Agriculture ai Tillman 
propaganda to encourage the 
farmer votes and for display pur 
poses. That exhibit was indeed 
a weird one and psychologically 
I may have associated the shat 
tered shahhiness and dusty musti- 
ness of the objects shown there 
with what I knew of the build 
ing Itself. No plaque marks the 
building as one of local or state 
wide interest because it had hern 
so closely associated with the

venal rascals who had taken over 
every department of our State 
Government and had appropriat 
ed for themselves every asse 
possessed by It. During the dark 
days of the Reconstruction Era 
it waa resented hy all Columbians 
as an alien and wicked place.

A WIOIKD AVn TTRBnJCNT 
ERA

NO FULL account of the build 
ing has ever been published 

and I now feel that I should hand 
down what little I know about It 
to those of the coming genera 
tions who might care to be In 
formed about it and of the wicked 
part it played in the. most turbu 
lent and disgraceful era fn the 
history of our State. But before 
1 proceed further I should like 
to introduce here a copy of a 
rare and precious handbill which 
was once considered of high sou 
venir value and Is unsuccessfully 
snught today as a collector's 
item. While its humor and bitter 
irony will not be completely lost 
on South Carolinians of the pres 
ent day, one will not expect them 
to be ax keenly relished as they 
were by those of an earlier pe 
riod when handbills were so of 
ten employed to express personal 
feelings and didactic or fanciful 
beliefs. This exceedingly rare 
hill wan supposed to have been 
written hy one of the carpetbag 
ger gangsters named Timothy 
Hurley, whose Christian name 
suggests bucolic Implications that 
he waa green as grass or that hay 
actually grew in his whiskers. On 
the contrary, while he was un 
couth and of common origin, he 
was astute and thrifty, and like 
all the others of the breed, venal, 
rapacious and completely without 
conscience. His name survived 
for many years in Hurleyvtlle, a 
name given to the 17th block of 
Bland ins Street facing south 
which Hurley bought with a mod 
est part of his stealings, wisely 
constructed a street pinning 
through its center from west to 
Mat, lined it on both sides attrac 
tively with Chinaberry trees tod

the remainder with cot- 
M.ges designed for rental to em 
ployees of the nearby railroad 
shops, thereby constructing what 
was probably Columbia's first 
large housing project. In later 
years, as the industries in Co 
lumbia were fctill few, and hence 
little ready money in circulation, 
young medicos of my generation 
found that the denizens of Hur- 
Icyville showed a superior sort of 
wisdom in properly appraising 
the ability and personality of the 
young medical man thereby doing 
much for the enhancement of his 
exchequer and in helping him to 
build up a professional prestige. 
I chalk this up as the single thing 
that came, to mp or my family. 
from the Radical usurpation. Hur 
ley was not a member of either 
of the "rings" that had a stran 
gle.hold on the State, but no doubt 
served both hy doing much of 
the dirty work of the members 
themselves. As inevitably bap- 
pens In such circumstances, the 
thieves fell out among fhemsej- 
ves and disaffection* arose be 
came of suspicions of unjust di 
visions of the spoils of govern 
ment. Tim Hurley developed a 
hitter rancor against Niles G. 
Parker. State Treasurer, and Gov 
ernor Franklin J, Moses, Jr.. that 
infamous Newherry, S. C. rene 
gade (called Scalawag in those 
days) who outdid all the others 
of the gang in vicious, criminal 
activities. Hurley thought he was 
being swindled by his compan 
ions in crime and expressed his 
hurt prirfe in a handbill which for 
cnide humor and vtndjctivenesi 
surpassed all the other hUls that 
flooded the country in that day 
of handbills. It has been said 
that not a single one exists today 
though they were distributed by 
the thousand. It is a curious 
anomaly known to collectors that 
the most common things in use, 
or interesting bits of partisan ht- 
era tu re pu hi ished In vagrant 
handbill form, and highly valued 
in one period, are the first to dis 
appear. And so *t was with Hur 
ley's merry handbill. I know of 
not one copy that remains but 
rejoice that I am able to repro 
duce this genuine copy which Is 
so friable from age, and perhaps 
the warmth of its language, that 
it all but crumbles into dust 
when held in the hand.

"PARKER'S HALL
THURSDAY EVENING,

FEB. 5, 1S74
Lecture 

ON RELIGION
by 

Hon. F. J. MOSES
Author of 

Moses' Notes ON VIRTUE.

"FIX-Speaker of th* House o; 
Represen, and now, through Un 
accountable mercy of A DMm 
Providence, Exercising the Du 
ties of Governor of South Caro 
lina.-

"The Lecturer has been gecur- 
ed at an Immense expense to the 
State. The subject of his Lee- 
hire is Religion, which for many 
years he hai made his study, and 
in order to become a master of 
his subject, he has devoted the 
entire Conrineent Fund to thla 
purpnue. He is a living example 
of what Religion ran do for hu 
manity when properly understood. 
He will show how little faith can 
he placed in the Doctrines of th* 
Church Fathers that to have Re- 
Hgion one must necessarily pos 
sess Morality. Chastity, Truth. 
Honesty, Good Faith, Reverenca 
and Filial Lnvc (to say nothing 
of Virtue). He will show In his 
own person that one can, In his 
own opinion, he Religious, from 
a Christian standpoint, without 
possessing any of the aforesaid 
imaginary qualifications. He will 
show that without them one can 
rise to the highest position in the 
State. During the Lecture he will 
produce Neagle as an example of 
a man without Religion, possess 
ed of the Devil. In order to il 
lustrate his subject thoroughly, h« 
will show to the audience a tab 
let upon which is engraved a pay 
certificate signed by the original 
Moses for current expenses incur 
red in drowning Pharoah; a stona 
from Mt. Sinai telling the price of 
an office in that land 3,000 years 
ago; a vase found in the garden 
of the Republican Printing Com 
pany, containing J2P,000; also sev 
er aJ duplicate copies of the Col* 
leton Gazette, taken from the cor 
ner stone of the Preston Mansion. 

"On this occasion the Lecturer 
will he rirewed in hill uniform, 
manufactured by Cowdilly from 
the original flag hauled down 
(mm Fort Sumter. H« will also 
wear the sword with whloh he 
nit himself loose from Truth and 
Virtue ever since Infancy. 

"The music for the occasion



uiil be furnished by the $1,000 
Certificate Post Band, which will 
play by request some of the airs 
performed at the Gubernatorial 
Mansion during the Summer, with 

7i selection also from 'A Hundred 
Thousand More.'

"A Quartette from the Penli- 
tnitiary will be present and sing 
nt the close of the Lecture 'Re 
turn, Ye Ransomed Sinners 
Home.'

"The Cashier of one of our 
hanks has kindly consented to 
preside at the organ. Price of 
admission, 75 cents.

"Unpaid notes of the Lecturer 
will be taken at their market 
value. County Treasurers are in 
vited to come prepared."

PLUNDER THROUGH "RINGS"

AFTER THAT digression I re 
turn to the meat of my nar 

rative which is the building at 
1209-11 Main Street, known so re 
sentfully to Columbians of the 
Post-Confederate War Periods as 
"Parker's Haul" which was erect 
ed in 1873 to supply certain needs 
of the gangsters who had de- 

ended upon our State Irom the 
.North and had brazenly seized 
every office of the State Govern 
ment, and by bribery in one way 
or another, had induced ignorant 
Negroes and disreputable white 
renegades to Join them In their 
plan of wholesale spoliation. The 
plundering began promptly with 
the inauguration in 1866 of Gov 
ernor R. K. Scott, who became 
South Carolina's first Republican 
Governor and continued uninter 
ruptedly throughout the period of 
carpet bag-Negro domination . , . 
riyht years of South Carolina's 
greatest humiliation. The pi un 
rip ring was done more or less 
openly through regularly and legal 
ly constituted agencies called 
 Rings." Thert wcr« "Bond

Kings" and "Financial Kings/' 
and at a later period, more rings 
which were organized from time 
to time as the thievery progress 
ed and expanded into new fields.
They were Invariably composed 
of State House officials and mem 
bers of the Legislature. In 1866 
the Legislature created a "Bond 
King" which was later combined 
with a "Financial Ring" and it 
was then that the State House 
"Radical Gangs" made plans for 
the systematic financial ruin of 
the State. T might give here a 
brief account of the men who in 
the late sixties and the early 
seventies cast a shadow on our 
State which has not vanished in 
the wake of these many years. 
Among the leaders was Niles G. 
Parker, whose high office of 
State Treasurer qualified* him par 
ticularly as a useful member of 
the robber gang. He came into 
the State from Boston with car 
petbag In hand and as the com 
manding officer of Negro troops. 
Like all the vile miscreants he 
had personality and affable man 
ners but was entirely "filled with 
vice," as a contemporary wrote, 
"and was entirely without con 
science and character."

*

VINE'S INFAMOIS BARROOM

AS STATED the "Financial 
Ring" was creafed In 1866 

and it immediately set in motion 
plans for the systematic robbery 
of the State's resources and the 
destruction of Hs credit. The 
scheme involved a fraudulent ma 
nipulation of the public debt and 
the Bonds and Script of the Co* 
lumbia and Greenville and The 
Blue Ridge Railroads. These were 
the most valued of the State's 
assets and the most easily ma 
nipulated. Pretty soon the loss 
es from these sources amounted 
to six million dollars and the cre 

dit of the Slate became 
Icss in the financial marts of the 
world. The State's Bond Debt, 
which was only five millions when 
the Republicans took over, rose 
to nearly nineteen millions in the
four years of the orgy and ahead 
were four more years of good 
stealing. The talons of these dark 
birds of prey soon reached out 
into other territories which were 
ripe for exploitation and robbery. 
With the union of the different 
"rings" it became apparent to 
the chief gangsters that a fixed 
meeting place, under their own 
ownership, was needed in which 
they could more effectively plan 
for the complete ruin of South 
Carolina, and which, at the same 
time, could serve for the enter 
tainment of their unscrupulous 
friends in the Legislature, whose 
help was necessary in carrying 
out these plans. This home had 
to be near the State House so as 
to afford ready access to the plot- 
tecs and their minions in the Leg 
islature. Parker, whose office was 
Secretary of the Treasury, had 
no scruples about using the 
State's money for his own ends, 
and was a "natural" for the sha 
dy building project- And so he 
bought the lot and built on it this 
house of thieves in 1873 from 
funds stolen from the State. The 
building was of three stories with 
very high ceilings (some 25 feet) 
and an ample attic. The interior 
was divided Into many apart 
ments which were lavisly and 
garishly decorated and put to va 
rious and sinister purposes. Both 
white and black Legislators and 
their womenkind had easy access 
to the place and they flowed 
through it at all hours of the day 
and night. The orgies that went 
on have never been equaled In 
this country for debased, immoral 
character. On the first floor, and

occupying most of it, was Vine's 
 infamous Barroom, which was 
open for business from 8:00 a.m. 
until 4:30 a.m. It immediately be 
came a rendezvous for the Lcgiv
lators and all types of disreput 
able scoundrels. It became a 
meeting-place for the making of 
plans which were often of an 
amazing character and It soon 
became known as the "Third 
House of the Assembly." The 
types of wickedness that went on 
in this barroom were amazing. 
The barroom was packed day 
and night with the most debased 
of the Legislators and their 
friends, and many were the un 
savory schemes hatched.

PARKER IS NEEDLED
pARKER PLACED a big sign 
1 on the building near the top 
and it read "Parker's Hall." Clev 
er newsmen lost no time in refer 
ring to it as "Parker's Haul" and 
it became known throughout the 
State by that name. This sort of 
persiflage seemed to get under 
the thick skin of Mr. Parker and 
he tore down the sign and replac 
ed it with another which read 
"Parker's Block." Again the 
newsmen were equal to the oc 
casion and promptly called it 
"Parker's Stumbling Block." This 
proved too much lor Parker who 
removed the sign and never again 
ventured into the nomenclature 
of houses of ill fame. Finally 
came the bright day when the 
total collapse of the carpetbag- 
Negro era came to an Ignomin 
ious end and the birds of prey 
took their swift migration north 
ward and the Democrats, under 
the magnificent leadership oC 
Wade Hampton, resumed govern 
mental control of the state and 
the long period of South Caro 
lina's bitter humiliation had end 
ed.

STATE ACQUIRES OWNERSHIP

IN THE LATE seventies the 
State acquired ownership to 

number 1209-11 and turned it 
over to the Agricultural Depart 
ment which used it for ten years 
as an exhibition place for the ag 
ricultural products of the State. 
It was then turned over to the 
South Carolina Dispensary Sys 
tem and was used as its first 
headquarters thereby giving the 
building in the eyes of many an 
other stigma. About 1892 Gover 
nor Till man recognized a claim 
for possession of the building 
made by £. B. Wcsley of New 
York and gave the house to him. 
Mr. J. B. Lyles, an able and high 
ly respected attorney of Colum 
bia, represented Wesley in his 
long fight for the property, and 
in default of payment of attor 
ney's fees, the property was 
awarded him, and then the build 
ing had a new owner. At a later 
date, it became the Albemarle 
Hotel, thereby getting a new 
name but not a new reputation. 
The reputation of the hotel arous 
ed comment and it was soon clos 
ed. Since that time, what was 
"Parker'a Haul" has served as a 
place of high repute in the busi 
ness life of Columbia.

Incredible as have been th« 
changes along Main Street dur 
ing the past forty years and In 
all other sections of our gracious 
city, the fluctuations of fate have 
been no where better shown dur 
ing that period than in the history 
ol "Parker's Haul." And now a 
new fine building will rise Phoe 
nix-like from the ashes of the old 
and wi!l begin a new, untarnish 
ed life, vith lis sordid past wiped 
out by a cleansing fire and Its 
past will soin be orgotten In a 
new and highly respected useful 
ness.


