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Bit* taken from our old file*—• 
JHUtory, Politic*, Humor! Ori- 
Ifin Unknown; Content! Good.

"No greater calamity can befall {0 
a people than to break utterly w 

I with its past; and if we forget 
lour ancestors we ourselves are 
unworthy to be remembered."

RECONSTRUCTION IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA

When the acts of March 2d and 
March 23d (1867), for the recon 
struction of the late Confederate 
States were passed, the Governor 
of South Carolina was the Hon. 
James L. Orr, a man of great R- 
bility and sagacity, and of well- 
known conservative views, who af 
terwards held high position in the 
Republican party.

The first step by the new citi 
zens in the process of reconstruc 
tion was the election of delegates 
to a convention called to meet in 
January, 1868, in Charleston, for 
the purpose of framing a state 
Constitution. It was composed of 
thirty-four whites and sixty-three 
blacks. At the time, the body wua 
paid to be made up of Northern 
adventurers, Southern renegades, 
and ignorant negroes. Many of 
the members ocf the convention af 
terwards became prominent in the 
legislature, in state offices, and in 
Congress, and the reader, as he 
follows these pages, which give 
gome account of their actings and 
doings, can form his own opinion
*e to whether the above descrip 
tion is true of those of whom it 
was spoken.

The constitution was adopted in 
April, 1868, by the votes of the
 negroes upon whom the right to 
vote had not then bean confirmed, 
either by the Constitution of the 
Ktate or United State*; and whose 
right to vote at all, upon anything, 
eo far a* state authority was con 
cerned, was the very question to 
be settled by the Constitution 
which they themselves voted to a- 
dopt. For while the reconstruction 
act* of Congrew assumed to con 
fer the elective franchise upon the 
negro, the Fifteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution, which, in th? 
words of the proclamation of 
President Grant, "make* at once 
four millions of people voters," 
wan ratified on March 30th, 1870. 

The Republicans named as their 
candidate for Governor, General 
R. K. Scott, of Ohio, who was one 
of the officers of the Freedmen's 
Bureau in the state, and the Con 
servatives, as then called, em brae.

Ijiruj the reputable tax-payers of 
the state, nominated the Hon. W. 
D. Porter, of Charleston. Mr. 
Porter was a (gentleman of liberal 
views, of tho highest integrity and 
ability, and had long* been recog 
nized as one of the foremost citi 
zens of the state. If the newly- 
fledged citizens had desired that 
public affairs should be honestly 
and wisely administered, they 
could have chosen no better mar. 
Instead of that, General Scott was

elected by a majority of two to 
one, and he and his associates 
took office under the new Con 
stitution on July 9th, 1868.

The General Assembly, then e- 
lected, consisted of seventy-two 
whites and eighty-five colore i 
members. In the Senate were 
seven Democrats, in the House 
fourteen; the remaining one hun 
dred and thirty-six were Republi 
cans. F. J. Moses, Jr., a white 
man, a native of the state, whose 
character is properly delineated in 
the words of Governor Chamber- 
Jain, quoted hereafter, was cho 
sen Speaker of the House of Rep 
resentatives.

With the inauguration of Gover 
nor Scott and the meeting of the 
General Assembly elected with him 
began the reconstruction legisla- 
tion of South Carolina.

Mr. James S, Pike, late Minister 
of the Hague, a Republican and 
abolitionist, who visited South 
Carolina In 1873, after five years' 
supremacy by Scott, Moses and 
their allies, wrote "The Prostrate 
State." He undertakes to write 
a correct history of this state by 
dividing- the principal frauds, as 
follows:

1. Those which relate to the in 
crease of the state debt

2. The frauds practiced in the 
purchase of lands for the freed- 
men.

3. The railroad frauds.
4. The election fraud*,
5. The fmud« practiced in the 

redemption of the notes of the 
Rank of South Carolina.

6. The census fraud.
7. The fraud in furnishing the 

legislative chamber.
8. General and legislative cor 

ruption.

A law providing for the 
holding of the next general elec 
tion wan naturally among the 
first things that received legisla 
tive attention.

The act pa awed contained fifty. 
seven sections and was well devis 
ed for its purpose. It* four chief 
features were:

1. Providing for the appoint 
ment by the Governor of the three 
Commissioners of Election for 
each county, who were authorized 
to appoint all the managers at the 
various polling precincte.

2. Failure to provide by law 
either for tin* number or location 
of the voting precinct* in the 
state, «nd leaving with the Com- 
miasionerfi of each county the 
absolute power to designate the 
number of precincts. . . .

3. Failure to provide that the 
voters should be sworn by the 
managers when they presented

themselves to vote.
4. The omission of any penalty 

whatever for the violation of the 
election law by ilfegial voting or 
repeating.

As the Commissioners were us 
ually candidates themselves; a* 
they fixed the polling precinct.-* 
most convenient for their own 
party and most inconvenient for 
their opponents; aft Governor Scott 
refused upon application to ap 
point one Commissioner from the 
opposition, and a» the Republican 
General Committee refused to per- 

jmit a committee composed of 
members of both political parties 
to watch the ballot boxen until the* 
vote was counted; the prospects of 
a fair and honest election were ne 
cessarily dim and discouraging.

. . . Immediately upon the inau 
guration of the new officials and 
the meeting of the General As 
sembly was begun that system of 
extravagance, profligacy a-nd cor 
ruption which ruled almost unhin 
dered through the entire eight 
years of Republican domination in 
the state, which made South Caro 
lina notorious throughout this 
whole country and drove the res 
pectable people of the state almost 
to despair. . . .

. . . The whole Government and 
every part of it was so rotten and 
th« corruption so great and all- 
pervadin? that the simple recital 
of the* fact* goon dulls the sensi 
bilities and wearies the indigna 
tion of the reader and he is tnmpt- 
ed to turn away in disgust.

. . . The Republicans undertook 
to furnish anew the halls of legis 
lation in the State House. For

etgnt o»IJar cuspidors: lor Tour 
dollar benches, two hundred dollar 
crimson sofas: for one dollar 
chairs, sixty dollar crimson plush 
got hie chairs: for ten dollar desks, 
one hundred and seventy -five dol 
lar desks: for four dollar looking- 
glasses, six hundred dollar mirror*, 
etc., etc.

The entire bill for furnishing 
the House of Representatives was 
more than $50,000, thinking this

there is nothing leTTto steal, me 
note of any negro in the state is 
worth as much on the market an a 
South Carolina bond. It would 
puzzle even a Yankee carpet-bag 
ger to make anything out of the 
office of State Treasurer under 
the circumstances."

. . . During these yearn no pub 
lic works of any importance were 
begun or finished. The increase 

ilof a $13,000,000 debt represented
too small an amount the legisla- |J noting that 'unnecessary^nd'pro-
ture appropriated $95,000. In | 
four years they spent more than 
$200,000. . . .

Another bill for sundries and 
incidentals totaled $350,000. Of 
this, $125,000 was maintaining a 
restaurant and bar where offi 
cials and their friends helped 
themselves without cost except to 
the tax payers. This restaurant, 
and bar room was kept open for 
six years from 8:00 o'clock in the 
morning till 3:00 o'clock the fol 
lowing morning.

. . . Mr. Pike, above quoted and 
speaking of the bonds of the state, 
.says; "By this one simple opera 
tion the state thus appears to have 
been defrauded of a round mil 
lion."

. . . To employ an armed force 
the governor authorised " to pur 
chase 2,000 stand of arms." Also 
96,000 colored men were enrolled 
in mihu..y t . mpames throughout

locks that cost five dollars two 
ITS previous they substituted in 

1871 and '72 clocks at six hundred 
dollars: if or forty cents spittoons,

the state, . . . approximately $250,- 
000. . . . The two or three white- 
companies existing in the state 
were ordered by Governor Scott tt> 
surrender their arms and disband. 
Before the election 14 full regi 
ments of negroes were organized, 
armed and equipped and furnished 
with ammunition as upon the eve 
of battle.
... In his canvass of the state 

spent $.374,000 of the state's mo 
ney, this and the convincing power 
of his armed militia, state con 
stable, and pardoned convicts, he 
beat his opponent by 30,000 votes 
and thus was able to inflict him 
self for a second term upon the 
state.

. . . Some years before the war, 
South Carolina had given state ai<! 
to railroad enterprises.

To rob the state of this most 
valuable property and convert it 
"by due process of law" into then- 
own property. Governor Scott 
(Ohio), John J. Patterson (Penn.) 
and others inaugurated schemes 
which did not reach their full 
fruition until Scott's second term,

. . . Mr. Pike in his "Prostrate 
State," speaking of the state fi 
nances in 1873 says: "But. as the 
treasury of South Carolina haa 
been so thoroughly gutted by th,? 
thieves who have hitherto had pos 
session of the sta

expenditures and stealing.
. . . In 1872 the legislature must 

choose a United States Senator; 
they elected John J. Patterson, 
who served six years representing 
nothing whatever in South Caro 
lina; he represented simply his 
own pocket-book; he is quoted as 
saying, "the d d election has cost 
him more than it was worth."
.... Chamberlain became Go 

vernor in 1874 and succeeded, with 
the aid of the Democrats and some 
of his political allies in the legisla. 
ture, in making marked and whole 
some reforms, this in the face of 
great and unrelenting opposition 
in his own party.

In speaking of Moses and Whip- 
per being elected to judicial posi 
tions in the state, Chamberlain 
said, "I look upon th«ir election 
as & horrible disaster.*'

. . . The negro militia in some 
portions of the state became 
greatly interested in parading and 
drilling, and the whites seeing 
.this thought that it was prudent 

be ready to take care of 
hemaelve* and their families.

As a result of this condition of
inga there were several bloody 

ncounters between the blacks and 
bites, in which a number of per-
-  i~^~^^mm*tmm^m^^^m

sons were killed and wounded.
These troubles, of course, did 

not conduce to a kindly feeling be 
tween the two races, and the senti 
ment that the intelligent tax 
payers of the state must control 
public affairs or be ruined and 
driven from their homes con 
tinually grew and increased a- 
mong the people.

For a time there was great dif 
ference of opinion among the lead 
ing men of the state as to whe 
ther it was wisest to try again the 
plan of compromising on a. ticket 
with the opposition, or make o 
straightout Democratic nomina 
tion. The latter was finally de 
cided upon. The other course had 
,been tried for eight years and nol 
appreciable benefit had been de 
rived from it. And while the ef 
forts of Governor Chamberlain in 
behalf of economy and decency 
had resulted in some temporary 
good, it had been made manifest! 
that he was unable to control

All these efforts had proven to| 
be worse than worthless, and il 
had become manifest that the real 
question that confronted the peo 
ple of the state was one of race su 
premacy.

The Republicans renominatetl 
Governor Chamberlain and the 
Democrats put in the field a full 
ticket of white men, with General 
Wade Hampton at the head of it. 
The campaign that followed was 
the most exciting ever known in 
the state, and Resulted in the elec 
tion of the Democratic ticket.

. . . Instead of profligacy we 
have honesty; instead of extrava 
gance, economy; instead of uneasi 
ness, we have contentment, and in-

stead o
The resources of the state are 

being greatly developed; the 
manufacturing enterprises are 
multiplying wonderfully, and the 
people are looking to the future 
for still greater development ol 
its industries and resources.

All we ask is to be let alone, 
and that, surely, is not so great a 
request that it cannot or ought not 
be granted.

(Extracts from "Reconstruction 
in South Carolina" of John J. 
Hemphill, of Cheater. For six 
years Mr. Hemphill was a member 
of the House of Representatives in 
the Congress at Washington.)


