
"Best Friend" Comes to Aiken for Centennial Celebration

By ERNEST t. ALLEN,
Alkeu Contetmtnl Coofr- 

miwiao.
Days of   century ago will be re- 

 n >d April 4, 5 end 6 la the vUit 
Aiken of the "Best Friend." replica

of the original train of the South 
Carolina Canal and Rail Road company, 
which company was chartered by the 
state legislature in 1827. and which 
originally operated the old narrow

£uge railroad between Charleston and 
mburg in Aiken county and through 

the present city of Aiken. The picture 
of the "Best Friend" is shown in con 
nection with this article. The cen 
tennial commission of Aiken in charge 
of staging the huge 100th anniver 
sary party early in April has arrang 
ed with the Southern Railway com 
pany, present owners of the line of 
railway between Charleston and Au 
gusta, to send this historic train to 
Aiken for this interesting occasion.

In the program mapped out by the 
cpminiBsIon for the three-day celebra 
tion, the "Best Friend" will arrive at 
the Southern Railway passenger sta 
tion at 11 o'clock the morning of April

5. It* distinguished passenger list will 
be dressed in costumes of 100 years 
ago and scenes enacted on the occa 
sion of the arrival of this train in 1834 
will be reproduced as nearly as pos 
sible. The thousands of people ex 
pected to meet here for this inter- 
eating feature of the centennial pro 
gram, under the plans of the com 
mission, will meet the train in costume 
and there greet its crew and passen 
gers. The list of passengers scheduled 
to arrive on the "Best Friend" the 
morning of April 5 will b* announced 
by the chairman of the commission 
within the next few days.

As the passengers alight and ex 
change greetings with the local coun 
ty and winter population as well as 
the expected visitors gathered to wit 
ness the scenes of a century ago, a* 
originally enacted, the parade will be 
formed with the Whitney polo fleid 
and track as Its destination.

The replica of this original train. 
"Best Friend," will remain in Aiken 
throughout the entire celebration and 
It will interest th* people of this 
entire section to view this train and 
to compare It with trains of today. 
and note the progress fn rtilroad 
development during the past IN years.

The "Bert jrriend." wfaich will b*

iere on display, was the first loco 
motive built in the United States to be 
operated tn actual transportation ser 
vice, and the tiny train which was 
pulled by this pioneer locomotive on 
its maiden trip to Aiken and thence 
to old Hamburg across the river from 
the city of Augusta.

Built In the Charleston shops of the 
Southern railway in IK8. the "Best 
Friend* follows the lines of the orijfi- 
nal which was built in the West Point 
factory in New York for the South 
Carolina Canal and Rail Road company 
and brought to Charleston October 23. 
1830, After several trips on the line 
of railways then constructed in and 
near Charleston, the engine was nut 
in regular service December 25, 1830, 
Like its prototype the "Best Friend" 
of today weighs only approximately 
four tons and has an upright boiler, 
resembling   bottle. It has four driv 
ing wheels. 56 inches in diameter. 
Two inclined cylinders with six-Inch 
bore and 16-inch stroke work down 
on a double crunk inside the frame

with driving rods connecting with the 
axle carrying the rear pair of driving 
wheels. The wheels themselves are 
outside the frame with connecting 
rods working outside their hubs. The 
cylinders are at the forward end of 
the engine and the boiler at the rear 
end.

The "Best Friend" of today consist* 
of a service car, forerunner of the 
modern engine tender, and two 
coaches which look like omnibuses on 
flanged wheels. The service car and 
coaches were built in the Southern's 
shop at Hayne. The service car and 
coaches are also faithful reproduc 
tions of the train which was drawn 
by the original "Best Friend" on its 
first run in 1834.

The "Best Friend" of 100 years ago 
had an interesting though brief and 
historic career. June 17, 1831, its boiler 
was destroyed by an explosion, a 
Negro helper having tied down the 
safety valve in the absence of the 
engineer as he was annoyed by the 
sound of escarping steam. It 14 said 
that three men were injured in this 
accident. Subsequently the running 
parts of the "Best Friend" were used 
in the construction of the "Phoenix.'' 
which remained in service for many 
years between Charleston and Ham 
burg,

The original "Best Friend" was de 
signed by C. E. Detmold while Horatio 
Alien was chief engineer and one of

_.e earliest advocates of steam pow 
for lomotion. Nicholas W. Darrell. 
whom South Carolinians acclaim as 
the first American railroad engineer, 
helped set up the "Best Friend" after 
its arrival in Charleston and was the 
first man to open iti throttle. Mr. 
Darrell ran an engine from many 
years and was then promoted to 
master machinist, in which position 
he served until his death In 1869.

It will be interesting, particularly 
to those residing in this section and 
along the line of the original rail 
road, to know that the South Caro 
lina Canal and Rail Road company 
was chartered bv the state legislature 
December 19. 1827. Construction work 
began in Charleston January 8. 1830, 
six miles of track, built on trestle 
work and laid with strap rail, were 
completed that year. The road was 
opened to Branchvilte. 62 miles, in 
November. 1832, and to Hamburg, on 
the Savannah river, opposite Au 
gusta. Ga. October 1, 1933. The line 
of railroad was then 136 miles in 
length and the longest continuous 
railroad in the world. It was also the 
first railway to carry the United 
States mail.

The opportunity to aee this original
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train in operation and on display at 
the Aiken centennial celebration will 
probably not come again tn the people 
of this general section for a long 
long time. The bringing of the train 
to Aiken necessarily involves con 
siderable expense on the part of the 
Southern Railway company, the pres 
ent owners of the original line of 
railroad, and through their splendid

co-operation with the Aiken centen 
nial commission it will be possible 
for those interested in seeing this 
historic train to inspect the same at 
the centennial celebration, April 4. 
5 and 6.

•ny Difficulties
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Road Surmou
y _ ̂

This montnof August, 1928, marks 
the end of the fortieth year since the 
rails of the Charleston, Cincinnati 
and Chicago railroad were laid into 
Yorkville and from here on $o Blacks- 
burg, where the line was connected 
up with the rails that hail already 
been laid from that point to Marion, 
N. C.

The building of the Three C's rail 
road, now the Marion and Kinksville* 
branch of the great Southern system, 
wa* a very precarious undertaking 
and one that was accomplished un 
der very difficult circumstances. It 
was largely financed by its promot 
ers, the Massachusetts and Southern 
Construction Company, a Boston cor 
poration formed for the purpose, by 
means of bonds secured from the 
townships of the several counties 
through which the line was project 
ed. Most of the townships subscrib 
ed boncfs in various amounts for the 
building of the line through its terri 
tory. The promoters of the Three 
~*e road, as it was then known, like- 

had a very large idem in mind 
iU promotion. Thejlin^! as pra 
ted, according to Us promoter*, 

was to eventually run from Charles 
ton to Catlettsburg, Ky., but long be 
fore it got across the mountains of 
North Carolina, the eastern end of 
Tennessee and the state of Ken 
tucky, the construction company had 
reached th* end of its resources and 
the line wQ* never carried further 
than Marion, \

One of the builders of the road was 
Major John F.' Jones, who came to 
South Carolina   from Springfield, 
Mass., for that wvtfk, and it was, it 
might be said, entirely due to the 
Vonderful executive lability q£ Major. 

, Jones to get things done" teg-anile* 
of almost unsurmountable barriers, 
that the rails were ever laid to 
Blacksbarg. When the rails were 
lown aa tar as Yorkville. the financ 

ial resources of the promoters were 
about at an end. Before certain 
other moneys could be secured from 
bond issues the contract called for 
the laying of the rails into Blacks- 
burg and the actual running of a 
train into that town by a certain date. 
The contractor putting down the 
rails was a man named Taylor. Tay- 
lor knew that the funds were about 
exhausted, but at the insistence of 
Major Jones he proceeded with the 
work and finally the rails reached 
Blacksburg, the state railroad com 
mission certified the fact and the 
bonds and the money therefrom were 
forthcoming.

Major Jones sometime ago told the 
reporter quite a funny thing in con 
nection with the laying of the final 
rails into Blacksburg. Th* major's 
.story was about like this:

"We were out of money and the 
only way we could get any more 
bonds was to get a train into Blacks- 
burg over those rails by a certain 
date. I had notified the railroad com- 
mission, that we were about ready 
for an inspection of the line and 
wanted a certificate to the effect that 
a train had passed up bringing the 
representative of the commission. 
The rails were not all laid they were 
stil being laid as fast as human 
strength could do it. Finally the 
train carrying the commission's rep 
resentative got so close up on tne 
fail layers that we had to stop the 
train, and he was told that there w«u 
a car off the track ahead. That htutf 
us up for a couple of hours. There 
wasn't any car off the track, the 
track wa-^n't there. But finally we 
did run that train into Blacksburg, 
late that evening and ran it over 
some rails that had only five or six 
ties under them. But then we got 
the certificate, though the commis 
sioner was inclined to hold out on 
us, and only granted the certificate 
after assurances were given that the 
proper number of ties would be put 
under the rails within the next day
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