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From Across
the 

Editor's Desk
By 8. L. LATIMrR. Jr.

Editor of The State

Though Columbia is the capital 
it has had few presidential visits.

George Washington came here 
it-, 1791, while on a tour of the 
South, but 111 years passed before 
another president of the United
States, while 
the city wilh

in office, honored 
his presence. And

then it was just a 20 minute train 
stop (April 11, 19021 during which 
Theodore Roosevelt, en route to 
Washington from the exposition in 
Charleston made a brief speech 
from the platform of his private 
rar. He was given a basket of 
flowers, plucked on the site of old 
Barhamville school (the Kendall 
property in northeast Columbia i 
which his mother, Martha Bulloch, 
had attended.

In the interim, however, Colum 
bia had been honored in 1864 by a 
\ isit from the President of the 
Confederacy, Jefferson Davis.

Only three other presidents have 
rome here Taft, Wilson and 
Kranklin L). Roosevelt. Kisenhower 
spoke from the State House steps 
(September 30, 19521 as a candi 
date and inspected Fort Jackson 

-3 hi 1*M7. while Chief of Staff fat 
which time I had lunch with him> 
but he has noi been here since 
taking office.

The first oresident I ever saw 
was Mr. Taft. I got a real thrill 
when, us a youngster. I shook 
hands with him when he visited! 
the University campus November 
6 1909, and spoke primarily to the 
school children of Columbia and 
Carolina students. He stood on the 
steps of the old president's house 
v- hich was demolished to make 
way for MrKissick library- His 
main appearance was at the State 
J'air and he wan honored *ith a 
l-incheon given in the State House, 
v hen this elaborate menu, large- 
l> South Carolina, was served:

Dry Martini 
Sailed Nuts Celery Hearts

Queen Olives
Tomato Bisque Dinner Biscuits) 
Bak'd Red Snap'r Sauce Palmetto 

i Breast of Oconee Young Turkey 
| Claret, St. Julien

Lexington Sweet Breads and
Mushroom Paties 

South Carolina Rice Birds
Banquet Rolls 

Falrfield Sweet Potatoes
French Peas 

Champagne. Pol Roger
Cranberry Frappe

Lettuce and Grapefruit Salad
Camembert, Roquefort

Frozen Cream
Apollinaris 

Coffee Minis 
They really ate high on the hog 

In those flays, didn't they?

Mr. Wilson, who as a buy lived 
at 17W> Hampton, talked about es- 
tabltstkng a winter While House 

actually got to Columbia 
only ohce during his administrat 
ion, and then to attend the funeral 
of a sister, Mrs. George Howe 
(September 18, 1916t, who was 
buried beside their parents in the 
First Presbyterian Churchyard. 
But when governor of New Jersey 
Wilson laid the cornerstone of the 
present YMCA building (June 2. 
1911) and Addressed the South 
Carolina Press Association.

I shook hands with Mr. Wilson 
 t a garden party at the old Col 
lege for Women on Standing street 
and had Hie honor of chatting with 
him in Charlotte in 1916. In his 
presence I felt I was with a grejii 
man.

Hard i ng. Cool idge a nd I loover 
Skipped Columbia but Franklin I). 
Roosevelt came here thrice, once 
to the city and twice primarily to 
visit Fort Jackson. Early one fall 
morning in 1938 Mr, Roosevelt ar 
rived from Warm Springs, had 
breakfast at the Governor's man 
sion as guest of Gov. and Mrs. 
Johnston, and spoke at the Capitol. 
He came to the Fort with Win- 
ston Churchill early in World War 
II and returned later on another 
inspection visit. On neither of these 
trips did he come into the city 
officially but a few Columbians, 
of which I was pleased to be one, 
had the pleasure of meeting him. 
Mr. Truman did not visit us *<  
President.

Purposely I have confined this 
comment to the Capital City. At 
another time I may deal w-jth presi 
dential visits elsewhere in the state 
puch as fishing expeditions by Cleve 
land and McKinley off George 
town and Charleston, but I should 
like anyway to recall now that 
Mr. Roosevelt spent several weeks 
near Georgetown as a guest o( 
Mr. Barurh and Hobraw Barony 
van then the "White House."

In 19.TO when President Hoover 
spoke at the sesquicentennial cele 
bration at Kin^s Mountain, his ad 
dress was broadcast and I listened 
to it in Boston, the first time, while 
away from home, I had heard on 
Ihe air a program originating in 
South Carolina. Radio was pretty 
new in that day. Columbia's first 
station, WIS, opened that year.

It has been my pleasure to come 
in contact, brief though it may 
have been, with every president 
starting with Taft. I have been toj 
several White House affairs, and 
have seen Chief Executives dose 
up at such as newspaper meetings 
And I have found that after all 
they are just human beings, in 
terested in the little things as well 
as the big. Some are more, mag 
netic. but one would have to be 
rather callous not to be impressed 
when standing face to face with the 
President of the United States, no 
matter who h« be. 

I got on this theme of presidents

because Tuesday this nation is 
choosing on?. It hardly seems: 
nearly four years since Ike'sj 
inauguration. But it is. On thai: 
day I sat so close up I could see 
Mrs. Eisenhower blush when ther.t 
President leaned over and kissed j 
her. She really looked surprised.
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President Taft at the University of South Carolina in 1909
Shown here is part of the crowd gathered in front of the 

old president's home on the Carolina campus November 6, 
1909, when President Taft spoke to University students, 
school children and others. Note the costumes of the ladies 
with their floor-length dresses, tight waistlines and large

hats. President Taft is on the steps along with Gov. Martin 
F. Ansel and President S. C. Mltchell. See Mr. Latlmer's 

"Across the Editor's Desk" in the adjoining column for more 
about President Taft's visit to Columbia. (Photograph court 
esy from the South Carol!niana Library)
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