
Many stars converge on 

a$ the city celebrates its

Diamond Polo

Po/o is one of the most rug .,< ... .ports, requiring great strength and split-second ttm,,,^. ,; 
colls for perfect coordination between horse and rider. A false move with ponies running at 
break-neck speed could mean disaster. Photo by John Busch.

TIE GAME of polo is estimat 
ed to be 5.000 yean old. 

Egyptian hieroglyphics have 
been found which picture polo 
as early as 3.000 B.C.

It is one of the most rugged 
sports, requiring great muscular 
force, breath-taking speed, and 
finer split-second timing than al 
most any other game.

In India, England, Australia, 
Egypt, Iran, and the Argentine 
it is the great national sport, for 
which kings and statesmen and 
the general public turn out.

Strangely in the United States, 
ss the horse vanishes from the 
public scene, polo fs gaining in 
popularity. South Carolinians are 
fortunate in having at their door 
step some of the finest poTo 
played anywhere. Contests ane 
held regularly during the win 
ter at Columbia, Camdcn, and 
Aiken.

Diamond Jubilee

A IKEN is going "polo-crazy" 
this season as it prepares 

to celebrate the Diamond Jubi 
lee of the first game that was 
played on historic Whitney Field 
in 1JWJ. That was just six years 
after polo was introduced in this 
country. Since then polo has 
been* played for 74 consecutive 
seasons in Aiken, uninterrupted 
by two wars and a depression. 
During World War II, when most 
Of the players were in service, 
the women of the sport colony 
took over and played an excel 
lent game.

Excitement runs high at the 
Sunday afternoon games. Entire 
families turn out for the contests,

Jack Ivory, who manages 
the Aiken Polo Club, keeps in 
trim by doing an occasional 
job with o moving crew. Photo 
by Cato.

which draw crowds of up to 5,000.
The entire Diamond Jubilee 

so a son which runs through April 
will have an international theme. 
Dignitaries from several foreign 
countries where polo is played 
have been invited to appear.

In addition half-lime enter 
tainment will include eo^irstrian 
feals, a fashion ihow, a bicycle 
race with youngsten competing, 
and a Scout Rally.

Historical Pageant

A LAVISH parade and pageant, 
depicting the early days of 

polo is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 31. Costumes of 75 years

so and horse-drawn vehicles 
will be featured in the event. 
On that day polo players will 
turn out in tight-fitting striped 
jerseys, bouler hats, and handle 
bar moustaches which were ty 
pical of the last century's 
games.

Guest stars expected for the 
season are Devereaux Milburn, 
president of the U. S. Polo Asso 
ciation, Henry Lewis, Charles 
Leonard, Alan Corey, and the 
Knox family, father and two 
sons,

Aiken regulars, all internation 
al players are: Pete Bostwick, 
Jack Ivory, Vincent Rizzo, and 
Bo Baker.

Rugged Sport
is a popular mi scon- 

ception that polo is a game 
for the idle rich. It takes money 
to provide the string of polo 
ponies necessary for each play 
er, and some of the younger 
players are provided with mounts 
by patrons of the game. But idle 
ness and soft living could never 
produce the tremendous strength 
it takes to whack a ball 100 
yards while galloping at full tilt.

Nearly all of today's top stars 
are working men. Several are 
professional race horse trainers, 
who are up each morning at

dawn for hours of grueling work- 
out. Others even the sons of 
the wealthy follow a business 
or profession.

A rase in point Is Jack Ivory, 
a 200-pound, sandy-haired Sam 
son from Detroit, who came to 
Aiken throe years ago to man 
age the polo cluh. He is known 
affect innately to Aiken fans as 
"the Blockbuster," for his abili 
ty to send the ball almost the 
length of the field in one crack. 
Jack is the son of a moving 
company executive, and he ac 
quired his muscles the hard way

by lifting pianos and driving a 
moving truck.

Player at 13

H IS GRANDFATHER was an 
Irish horse trainer. His fa- 

t her, John K. Ivory, Sr., now 
an outstanding promoter of polo, 
drove the ereat dray teams for 
a stone quarry before he estab 
lished his moving and storage 
business. He saw that young 
Jack had his own pony at an 
rarly age, and by the time the 
lad was 13, he was playing polo 
with an adult team in Detroit. 

Now, at 32, he is one of the 
lop-ranking stars of the game. 
^ince coming to Aiken in 1954. 
n<? has done much to increase in 
terest in polo.

A demon on the field, he sur 
prises fans with his quiet, al 
most shy manner in private life. 

The name of Ivory is likely to 
continue ir polo, for he has five 
young sons who are already ard 
ent riders.

1'eteran Player

PETE BOSTWICK, long a favo 
rite Aiken star, is a prime 

example o* the top physical con 
dition that players maintain. He 
was playing polo at Whitney 
Field in the 1920't while still a 
youngster.

During business hours he Is 
the leading steeplechase trainer 
In this country, having trained 
"Neji," greatest steeplechase 
money-winner of all time.

He has won fame in England, 
France, and the Argentine, not 
only as a polo player, but also 
as a steeplechase rider.

Small In size, Pete has been 
described by one of his team 
mates as being built like a 
weight lifter, with barrel chest 
and tremendous strength in 
arms and legs. He is an all- 
around sportsman a fine golfer, 
tennis player, and hunter.

When he appears on Whitney 
Field on his favorite gray pony 
"Going My Way," the crowd 
rises up and cheers. That pony 
does not gallop, he leaps over 
the ground.

Pete is just reaching his prime, 
as polo players go, and should 
have many of his best seasons 
ahead.

Proof that polo Is a life-long

sport was demonstrated at San 
Antonio in 1946, when a rugged 
contest was played between men 
of from 64 to 70 years of age.

Poln Ferer

IT USUALLY takes more than 
one game to give a spectator 

a real taste for polo. About the 
third game he will begin to un 
derstand the plays, and to ap 
preciate the skill and the terrific 
coordination required of man 
and beast. When he can recog 
nize a player from the far end 
of the field, by the set of his 
shoulders or the way h« sits a 
pony, then he has caught the 
fever and will be a polo fan 
for life.

K. W. L.


