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N.C. Losing In Jackson Battle

By HARRY SHIFORD 
Charlotte News Staff Writer
Has South Carolina at long last 

won the battle with North Caro 
lina over Andrew Jackson's birth 
place?

Thus far the Tar Heel state 
has been content to rest its case 
on an isolated stone marker in 
southern Union County and a 
bronze statue on Capitol Square 
in Raleigh.

South Carolinians aren't stop 
ping with markers and statues. 
however. They are makinj a 
state park out of the site said to 
be the birthplace of the seventh 
President.

Still in the early stages of de 
velopment, the Andrew Jackson 
State Park is already showing 
the potential of becoming a ma 
jor drawing card for tourists and 
sight -seers.

According to Joe Croxton of 
Lancaster, S. C., president of the 
Lancaster County Historical So 
ciety, the South Carolina Fores 
try Commission has appropriated 
$85.000 for development of the 
park in his county. 
PIONEER VILLAGE

Located on the Charlotte-Lan 
caster highway, and covering 
hundreds of acres of rolling hill 
sides, the park will consist 
mainly of a replica of a pioneer 
village.

Based on architecture and de 
sign of the 1750-1850 period in our 
history, the village will include 
several houses, a blacksmith 
shop, a tavern and a school house 
all furnished after the fashion of 
the period.

Major point of interest will be 
a large, two-story log cabin 
lepresenting President Jackson'? 
home. This home, which already 
is complete, later will be turned 
into a museum.

AJso completed is a picnic shel 
ter, also of rough-hewn log-type 
construction. According to Mr. 
Croxton other picnic areas and 
camping sites will be established 
near the village.

Future plans call for an Indian 
village and museum, and "Indian 
trails" through the wooded park 
area. 
COMPLETE IN YEAR

Mr. Croxton said the pioneer 
village should be complete in 
about a year, but no dedication 
date for the park has been set.

In the meantime, park super 
intendent Cecil S. Hayes said it 
will be open to visitors and pic- 
nic groups this summer, and can 
be used now with permission.

The original Lancaster Coun 
ty marker for the Jackson birth 
place ia located about the center 
of the park area, beside an un- 
paved road leading off the Char 
lotte-Lancaster highway.

About two miles further along
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Lonely Tar Heel monument overlooks "lovers lane".

the same road the Union Coun 
ty IN. C.) marker is located 
three-tenths of a mile across the 
Mate line in North Carolina.

The "lovers' lane" appearance 
of the secluded Union County

marker, surrounded by a turn 
around road lined with empty 
beer cans, stands in sharp con- 
trast to the tended plot on which 
the Lancaster County marker 
rests.
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_"log" buildings planned at Andrew Jackson State Park in this picnic shelter.


