
County Record Observes 
Its Golden Anniversary
BY CARRIE SPARKS DOUGLASS,

Special to The State.
Kingstree, March 7. The County 

Record has this week completed 50 
years of service to the people of 
Williamsburg county. The Record is 
the oldest newspaper published in the 
county, and at present is the only

The County Record was established 
in 1885 by Col. R. C. Logan, who 
formerly had edited and published the 
Kingstree Star, which began its ex 
istence in 1856, with Colonel Logan 
as editor and his two brothers. Cal- 
houn Logan and Texas Logan, as the 
printing force. The Star suspended 
publication in 1861, when all three 
brothers joined the Wee Nee Volun- 

Confederat* army. Re- 
after Colonel Logan re 

turned, it was soon thereafter sold 
to Capt. S. W. Maurice, a member of 
the Kingstree bar. who was forced 
to give it up on account of his health, 
after a short while.

The paper changed hands more than 
once during the next few years and 
for as long as a year at a time, the 
county was without a paper. It was 
revived under the nanv* of the The 
Williamsburg Herald, and was once 
called The Star and Herald, in order 
to preserve the name of the first 
paper. In 1885. however, just before 
the old Star went into total eclipse. 
Colonel Logan established The County 
Record, and edited the paper for the 
next ten years.

In 1898. the late Charles W. Wolfe 
bought The Record, and remained its 
editor and publisher until his death 
in 1915. Mr. Wolfe was considered 
one of the most brilliant men of Wil- 
liamsburg county, and made of The 
County Record an outstanding weekly 
newspaper.

Lindsey H. Cromer. the present editor 
and publisher, began his connection 
with the paper in 1910, during Mr. 
Wolfe's lifetime.

For several years following Mr. 
Wolfe's death, the paper was edited 
by the late W, F. Tolley. In 1920. 
Mr. Cromer bought all other interest* 
and with Mr. Tollry became associate 
owner and publisher of TTie County 
Record. Mr. Tolley's death occurred 
In 1926. and in the spring of 1928, 
L. H. Cromer became sole owner. 

I^ditor and puhli^iT nf Tn*» H<-<'or<l

Although The County Record is the 
only newspaper published in the 
county, others were in existence be 
tween 1880 and 1920. The Herald waa 
published in the early '80s by Mr. 
Alsbrook. and ran for a year or two. 
The Weekly Mail, edited by Phillip 
H. Stoli (at that time a "promising 
member" of the Kingstree bar;, and 
owned jointly by Mr. Stoll and hit 
brother, the late Charles W. Stoll, be 
gan its career in 1902. and ran for four 
years. The Williamsburg Herald, edit 
ed by F. E. Brad ham and owned by 
a stock company, ran three years dur 
ing the World war period, and was 
bought by The County Record in 1920, 
after it suspended publication.

The county paper has played an 
important part in th« life of Williams- 
burg county. During the Reconstruc 
tion period. Colonel Logan, Captain 
Maurice and others used the editorial 
columns for a brave fight against un 
fair oppression, and in days of war 
and of peace, the happenings of the 
county and the comings and goings 
of its citizens have been chronicled 
in the county paper. The paper now 
has right-six column pages in its com 
position and carries in addition to 
local news, a summary of world 
events. Correspondents in every sec 
tion of the county send in news from 
their respective communitiei each

,... paper has changed its home 
srveral times since its establishment In 
1885. Its last move was to the Me- 
Cabe building adjoining the grounds 
of the nistoric WiUiamsburg county 
courthouse.

In addition to editing and publish 
ing The County RecordT L. H. Cromer 
also publishes the Lake City News, 
and from time to time during the past 
severaj yeara has published the Tim- 
monsville News, all three papers hav 
ing been published at the Kingstree 
plant.

With Mr. Cromer as editor. The 
County Record force is composed of 
Mrs. L. H. Cromer, bookkeeper; Mn. 
Frank A. Douglas*, news editor; J. P. 
Cromer. H. D. Montgomery, J. J. Hinds 
and Olin Joyner. The Record, in addi 
tion to a wide circulation in the county 
and state, is read by subscribers in 
ri <-i;itfs anH thr*-*1 for fieri countries.

TEMPESTUOUS HISTORY RECALLED

Charleston News^And Courier
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To Mark 150th Amuversar
CHARLESTON. S. C., Dec. 27 - 

The News and Courier of Charles 
ton, S. C., one of the country's 
oldest and most outspoken daily 
newspapers, celebrates its 150th 
anniversary Jan. 10.

In a century and a half of publi 
cation, the newspaper has success 
fully withstood bombardment, gov 
ernment seizure, earthquake, fire, 
blockade, boycott and panic.

It has taken a stand on issues 
spanning the years from the Loui 
siana Purchase and the War of 1812 
to the New and Fair Deals and 
the election of Gen. Eisenhower. 
History records that the news 
paper's editors sometimes were 
wrong but seldom were neutral.

When the first issue of The 
Courier reached its powdered and 
ruffled subscribers Jan. 10, 1803, 
Charleston was the 5th largest city 
in the United States.

AGAINST NAPOLEON
The man of the year, by any 

standards, was Napoleon. The Cour 
ier was against him.

The first issue described Napo* 
leon as the "Colossus of Europe- 
thai mixture of cunning and fierce 
ness which distinguishes him from 
other men." The newspaper saw 
the threat of possible invasion of 
the New World by the conqueror, 
and dismemberment of our empire 
and the dissolution of the Union."

In much the same tone, news 
papers today discuss the new Colos 
sus of Europe and Asia   Joseph 
Stalin.

The Courier prospered along with 
South Carolina on the indigo, rice 
and cotton economy which preced 
ed the Confederate War Starting 
as a Federal st newspaper, it later 
opposed Nullification as espoused 
by John C Calhoun. 

BIG SCOOP
One of its outstanding "beats" 

involved the War of 1812. In those 
days the best and quickest way 
to get news was to board incom 
ing vessels. A Courier editor row 
ed out to a merchantman about 
to enter Charleston harbor Feb. 
14, 1815, and learned that Britain 
and the United States had con 
cluded a peace treaty at Ghent 
nearly two months before It was 
the first word of the treaty to 
reach this country

During the Mexican War, 
The Courier and The New York 
Sun established a horseback ex 
press which brought war news to 
Charleston 24 hours ahead of the 
U. S. Mail.

The Charleston newspaper was 
among the first to get news by 
telegraph. The Courier informed 
ifc r^arfnrc ip 4r»ri! 1«47 that if

uas employ in £ the new invention 
in receive "seneral intelligence, 
with the speed of lightning."

The newspaper originally opposed 
secession from the Union. But by 
the time South Carolina seceded 
from the Union   being the first 
Southern State to make the move 
  The Courier was more than 
ready to indorse the action.

"After long years of suffering 
and forcbearance." it declared 
"the people of South Carolina 
have thrown off the yoke of an 
odious and infamous Union." 

FORf SUMTFR
When the first shots were firerl 

on Fort Sumter the story appear 
ed under a one-column head on 
page two of the issue of April 13, 
1861 Shortly thereafter, war 
news was moved to the front 
page   somewhat of an innova 
tion in those times.

The pinch of the Union block 

ade caused the size of the paper 
to shrink to four columns. When 
Charleston was bombarded in Au 
gust, 1863, The Courier declared:

"Our ferocious foe ... tried 
the horrible and brutal resort, 
without the.usual notice, of firing 
upon the city, full of sleeping wom 
en and children."

Three months later, as the 
bombardment continued, The 
News and Courier's plant near the 
waterfront was no longer tenable. 
It moved uptown away from the 
naval guns.

Federal troops entered Charles 
ton Feb. 18, 1865. Three days later 
The Courier appeared with a no 
tice that it had been seized by the 
provost marshal and turned over 
Lo two Northern Newspaper cor 
respondents. The correspondents 
informed Charlestonians that The 
Courier henceforth would be "a 
loyal Union newspaper.'* 

PLANT BURNED
Within a matter of months, one; 

of the Northern correspondents 
disappeared suddenly in mysteri 
ous conditions. Still later in 1865, 
the newspaper plant was burned 
out. Its Charleston owners took 
over the paper again Nov. 30f 
1865, and published as independent 
a newspaper as they could under 
military restrictions.

The Courier was merged with 
The News April 7, 1873. The guid 
ing force of the News and Courier 
was the English-born editor, Fran 
cis Warrington Dawson. He had 
fought with valor for the Confed 
eracy.
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i (U oca ted tin ». .sUbhhhment of thr 
sites' Rights Party, and States' 
Rights Party took South Carolina 
away from Mr. Truman in the 1948 
election. He died Oct. 14, 1952.

Thomas R, Waring, who succeed ' 
ed Mr. Ball and is the prefesnt edi 
tor, is the son and namesake of an 
other well known Charleston news 
paperman, who for years edited 
The Charleston Evening Post. Thr

., . ,. , . , Post and The News and Courier an Dawson at first opposed ejrtrem- iowned by the samc publ j sning com
ist - Straightout. as the faction jpflny . Erfward Manigault is publish 
was called   resistance to Scala- er and Ha u T McGee general man

ager.
Under Mr. Waring, The News and 

Courier helped initiate the South 
Carolinians for Eisenhower move 
ment in the 1952 elections. James 
A. Best is managing editor and 
Frank B. Gilbreth associate editor

^wag-Carpetbag rule. As a result 
The News and Courier was boy 
cotted by many of its subscribers 
and Dawson was challenged al 
most daily to duels. He opposed 
dueling and bloodshed, and his mili 
tary record was proof enough to 
convince South Carolinians that he 
did not refuse the challenges for 
lack of courage.

Ultimately, Dawson and The 
News and Courier became staunch 
backers of Wade Hampton and his 
Red Shirts, who recaptured the 
state government from the Car 
petbaggers and Scalawags.

Ironically, Dawson himself was 
shot down and killed in Charleston, 
in an assassination which did not 
irvnlve the affairs of the. newspa 
per.

OPPOSED TILLMAN
After Reconstruction, the news- 

aper opposed a movement in South 
Carolina led by Benjamin R Till- 
man which was a sort of 19th cen 
tury equivalent of the New Deal, 
on a purely state basis.

In 1924, its editor at the time, the 
late Robert Lathan, received a 
Pulitzer Prize for an editorial cap- 
tioned "The Plight of the South."

The News and Courier was tra 
ditionally a Democratic newspa 
per, of the Cleveland-Wilson school 
Although it did not favor nomina 
tion of Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1932. it supported him in the elec 
tion against Herbert Hoover.

But as soon as Mr. Roosevelt 
took the country off the gold stand 
ard, The News and Courier came 
out against the New Deal. When 
Mr Roosevelt proposed a whole 
new concept of legislation which 
the newspaper thought was a vio 
lation of states' rights, the newspa 
per left the Democratic Party.

Just as The News and Courier 
had been one of the first South 
ern newspapers to oppose Prohibi 
tion, so it became one of the first 
newspapers in the country to leave 
the Democratic ranks during the 
early years of Mr. Roosevelt's first 
term.

RESISTED THREAT
The late W. W. Ball, editor for 23 

years, resisted a threatened boy 
cott of advertisers and subscrib 
ers who thought his anti-New Deal 
editorials would mean Charleston 
might lose Federal appropriations'

Mr Ball retired Jan. 1, 1951 
after helping to lead South Carolina 
out of the Democratic ranks, for 
the first time siince Reconsrruc 
tion The News and Courier haf?

The News and: Courier Is observ 
ing its 150th anniversary with a 
special edition telling of its rich 
tradition and the rich tradition of 
"America's Most Historic City," 
The edition includes a-history of 
the newspaper, written by Herbert 
Ravenel Sass, well known
ton author.


