
5.C. - Negroes - Schools
. C. Negro Pupils 

Outnumber Whites 
In 24 Counties _

Colored Children Have 2-to-l ato 
In Nine Counties of South Carolina

By W. D. WORKMAN JR., The Observer Bureau
COLUMBIA, S. C.. July 25  Negro students outnumber 

whites in 24 of South Carolina's 46 counties, and in nine coun 
ties. they more than double the number of white pupils in 
the public schools. may lie inlhe loss of some whTte]

Percentage-wise, Negroes com- ' workers who flocked to the! 
prise A3 per cent of the state's Charleston area during World War 
total public school enrolment. II.
whereas they make up only 39 per k Barn\vell County affords an- 
cent of the state's total population, other interesting change. Back in

In terms of school enrolment, 
Calhoun and Pickens counties are 
at opposite extremes. Negroes in 
Calhoun schools comprise 65 per 
cent of _ the total enrolment. In 
Pickens, they make up only 12 
per cent of ihe enrolment.

But even in Pickens, where the 
overall Negro population is only 
11 per cent of the total, the Negro 
ratio is higher than that for the 
nation as a whole.

Thus, every county of South 
Carolina has a more acute racial 
problem, in terms of numbers, 
than any state outside the South

That 4 per cent disparity reflects
  relatively higher Negro popula 
tion among young folk than among 
old folk. Further proof of that lies 
in the fact that Negroes over 21 
yeart of age make up only M per 
cent of all South Carohmans in 
thai age bracket.

Generally speaking, the highest 
incidence of Negro population and 
School enrolment is in the Low- 
country, where the plantation cul 
ture of ante-bellum days set a pat 
tern of heavy Negro population. 
Exceptions to that rule arc Mc- 
Cormick. Edgefield. Saluda, Fair- 
field and Kersnaw counties, which 
have Negro majorities in school. 
Several of these Upcountry or mid- 
ttate counties also were marked 
by the plantation system and its 
heavy slave population.

HORRY MOSTLY WHITE
Other exceptions to the general 

rule include Florence, Dillon and 
Horry counties, which have white 
majorities in school population al 
though they properly can be class- 

1 ed as Lowcountry counties. 
, In Dillon and Florence, however, 
the ratio is almost exactly 50-50, 
with the scales tipped very slightly 
in favor of the whites. Horry Coun 
ty, however, is predominantly 
white, due in large measure to 
its early growth having been 
based on a southward movement of 
whites from North Carolina rather 
than on a northward extension of 
the plantation culture centered 
about Charleston. 

Charleston County itself shows
 n interesting pattern of school en 
rolment. During the school year 
1946-'47, white students outnum 
bered Negro students in the coun 
ty, 14,751 to 13.708. Within three 
yean, the picture had changed to 
one of a Negro majority, with Ne* 
fro enrolment rising to 16,273 while 
white enrolment increased only to 
15,334.

During the 1952-'53 school year 
flatest for whirh complete figures
 re available i Negro enrolment in 
Charleston County stood at I7.688i 
to contrast with a white enrolment 

17481. A partial explanation

the years before the Atomic En 
ergy Commission established itsl 
Savannah River Plant in western 
South Carolina. Bamwcll was pre 
dominantly Negro in population,! 
ahowing a 62 per cent Negro pop-1 
ulation afi late as 1950 That al*ol 
was reflected in the school enrol 
ment, which for the year 1949-'50| 
showed a Negro enrolment (3,038) 
double that of the whites (1,438).I 

Three years later, when thej 
area was feeling the impact of a 
tremendous influx of white AEC[ 
workers, the school enrolment!

had almost reversed its former 
ratio. For the school year 1952-'53, 
white enrolment stood at 5.077, 
against a Negro enrolment of 2,- 
652. 

During the same period, the
white school enrolment of Aiken 
County virtually doubled, while 
the Negro enrolment remained 
static. The same was true of AI- 
lendale County, although the num 
bers involved were much smaller, 
since the county was less affected 
by the AEC project and was much 
.smaller in population to start 
with.

But despite the chance in Al- 
londale County, the ratio of Ne 
gro students to while students is 
almost two to one. The eight other 
counties which have that two-to- 
one preponderance of Negro stu 
dents are Beaufort. Berkeley, Cal 
houn. Clarendon, Edgefield, Jas 
per. LOP, and McCormick.

On the other side of the fence, 
12 counties have white school pop 
ulations of two-to-one, or better. 
Except for Horry and Aiken coun 
ties, all are in the t'pcountry. 
They are, excluding the two men 
tioned, Oconee, Pickens, Ander- 
son, Greenville. Greenwood, Spar- 
tanburg. Cherokee, York, Lancas 
ter, and Lexington.


