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Benedict College Observing 
Its Seventieth Anniversary

Th« celebration of the 70th anniver 
sary of Benedict college i« now in 

i progress. The program started Wed- 
i nesday evening with the regular 
weekly prayer meeting which was led 
by the president of the institution. The 

i theme for the evening was "Giati- 
if tvde"; Scripture lesson was taken 
from Luke 13:11-19. Several phases of 
this subject were led bv Mamie Pet- 
erson. Stephen C. Campbell. Jr.. and 
Andrew Lewis, members of the senior 
and junior classes, Several members 

.of the faculty expressed words of 
j gratitude for manv of the early out 
standing graduate* of the institution. 

At noon Thursday the program 
featured music and two very fine 
addresses, both by members of the 
faculty. The first was an s-idress by 
Professor M. C. Slaughter, whose sub 
ject was, "Benedict College in Making 
Teachers." The speaker said Benedict 
institute was established in Columbia 
in 1870 through the benefaction of 
Mrs. Balhsheba A. Benedict of Paw- 
tucket. R. I., for the purpose of edu 
cating young men for the Christian 
ministry and preparing competent 
teachers for service among the less 
favored fellowmen. and for the train 
ing of its students in the duties of 
Christian citizenship: that manv who 
took the advantage of the opportunitv 
were men and women past the middle 
age.

"We have teachers in every one 
of the Gulf states, in Virginia, West 
Virginia. New York and many other 
stales.' said the speaker. 'Often prin 
cipals come here before school closes, 
inquiring fur teachers to hold re 
sponsible places in their .«chools. The 
supply is not equal to the demand 
made annually upon Benedict col 
lege.

"Mrs- Benedict was a woman of 
keen discernment She sen.sed the 
conditions confronting the Negroes 
when they became free. She wa.« 
cognizant of the fact that two races 
so distinct in characteristics could not 
amicably live together without proper 
adjustments. So she decided that 
Christian education would solve the 
problem and chose to center her ac 
tivities in Columbia."

The next speaker on the program 
was Dr. J. E. Briggs of the depart 
ment of philosophy and religion. His 
subject was "The Place of the De 
nominational School in Our Present 
Day Education."

"The worth of an institution and it 
right to exist cannot be predicated 
wholly upon its age. An institution 
has a right to live only as it is useful 
and meets a supreme need." said the 
speaker.

"No longer can a college be a log 
with Mark Hopkins on one end and 
a «tud«nt at the other. A college to 
day, whether it is a denominational «>r 
a state supported school, must bw a 
' oll*ge in deed and in truth.

1 "The denominational college has tK 
most : mportant place to fill in !<;> 
pre.-fnt dav educational set-up. It 
functions cannot be performed 1 
anv other educational institution. F« . 
some time to comp the church-Mip- 
ported and controlled school >hall lv 
well nigh indispensable in the im 
perative work of training; the youth 
of the nation in things religious. A.s 
long as there ts need for rehgiouv 

; training and as lonf! as the world 
'shall have need for religious leadci- 
.vhip. we shall have need for the de 
nominational college.

"Without religion life ts n meaning 
less eddv in the cosmic swirl. Re 
ligion fills life full of meaning anj 

I value. It is possible to see Mr > 
! steadily and to see it whole through ' 
religion.

"The church was the pioneer in the 
field of education in this country 
Harvard college was organized pri 
marily to train clergymen. ,

"It is everything but reassuring   
when one contemplates the religion^ 
plight of the youth of our country 
More than 30.00(1.000 persons between , 
the ages of fcix tn 18 in our land rio ; 
not receive anv adequate instruction 
in rrligiun. We are fast becoming n 
godless and an stheiMic nation. All 
the major evils nf our agp are youth 
problems. The penal experts are tell 
ing us now that the asje of criminal 
is constantly being lowered. A num 
ber of judges of our juvenile court, 
and expert* in social service and , 
authorities in parole repeatedly tell 
us that boys and girbt who have been 
touched, tauxht in the parochial It 
schools, in the synagogue or in church (i 
schools are seldom found in the' 
courts or in our penal institutions."

In closing, the speaker concluded: > 
"If vou can imagine what a chaotic f. 
world this would be without the 
sun; if vou can .sr-nse the dearth and 
desolation which would be everv- , 
where in the Sahara desert without 
one oasis; if you can see with youi 
mental eye what a mtwful place then 
Dead Sea is, where no plants grow. B 
no flowers bloom, no birds sing and !l 
no children play, then you can com 
prehend to some extent the pande 
monium, the death, the hell which 
would encompass the earth and de 
stroy our social set-up, root and • 
branch, if the denominational colleges 
would perish from our land." j


