
S. C.

FOUR INDICTMENTS DISMISSED * * *
^__^ _ _ « • __

Oldest S.C. Convict Near Freedom?
FLORENCE, S. C.   <UPI)
  The path to freedom bright 
ened Monday for Edmund D. 
Bigham. oldest inmate of South 
Carolina's penitentiary when a 
circuit judge ruled four mur 
der indictments against h i m 
had been dismissed 33 years 
ago.

However, state Probation 
Parole and Pardon Board Su 
pervisor Curtis Moor; said it 
would be gome time after for- 
maJ application is made before 
the board could consider a par 
ole for the aged convict who 
dainu to be 90 although pri-
 on record* list him as 75.

"We will have to Investigate 
the case thoroughly before it 
comes up," Moore said. He add 
ed it would be impossible to 
bring the case before the board 
at Thursday's regular meeting.

The board had refused to con 
sider parole for Bigham until 
the four indictments were dis 
posed of. His attorneys moved 
for Monday's hearing be/ore 
Circuit Judge Thomas P. Bus- 
sey for the purpose of having 
the four indictments dismissed, 
but learned while researching 
the case that all four had been 
no] - proased in Horry County

General Sessions Court at Con- 
way April 1927.

Bussey ruled there were no 
charges pending against Bigham 
who was ordered returned to 
the State Penitentiary at Col 
umbia while his lawyers pre 
pare a formal parole applica 
tion.

Bigham has been behind bars 
since shortly after five mem 
bers of his family were found 
slaughtered at the Bigham fam 
ily home near Pamplico in 
January 1921.

The family was one of Flor 
ence county's most prominent 
namei at toe time.

Bigham's mother, brother, 
sister and her two stepsons 
were shot to death with a .38 
caliber pistol owned by Bigham. 
He was convicted three times 
and sentenced to the electric 
chair   spending 4 - months 
in the death house before fi 
nally pleading guilty to the slay 
ing of his brother. Smiley, and 
receiving a life sentence in 1927.

Despite the guilty plea, the 
one - armed Bigham has since 
maintained his innocence and 
claimed Smiley murdered the 
four other victims and then 
committed suicide. Bigham

said he pleaded guilty in South 
Carolina's first "consent" ver 
dict on record because he was 
promised a parole after five
years.

Stale law requires service of 
at least 10 years of life sent 
ences before parole can be con 
sidered. Bigham has served 33 

years since being sentenced, 
but has been in custody 39 
years.

His lawyers   State Sen. 
Ralph Casque and William 
Seals, both of Marion   said 
they had a job waiting for Big- 
ham if he is paroled.
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aughter Of Five In Family Horrified South
Carolina
Edmund Bigham. returned 

to hit native Florence Coun 
ty this week to hear a judge 
rule that four of five murder 
in4ietm*nii against him hod 
been,dmmissed 33 years ago

Attorney* for Bighorn, old- 
«t inmate rtf the S. C. Peni 
tentiary of Columbia, said the 
court ruling ITOJ the /ir*l step 
in their efforts to win the 
prisoner a formal parole.

Bigham hat been in custody 
since 4 1ev> days after five 
member* of his family were 
found slaughtered at the Big- 
ham family homeplace near 
Pamplico in January of 1921.

Folloicing is an account of 
the discovery of the five bod 
ies, Bighorn's arrest and the 
legal tkirmuhes that followed.

By DON GRAY
Staff Wrtttr

some land dce(
carrying on her person were
(missing.

* * *

Lifeles* Body
The lifeless body of one of 

Mrs. Black's two adopted sons. 
2-year-old George McCracken. 
was found under a long bench 
j*n the back porch. The young 
ster had been shot in the tem 
ple.

PAMPLICO. S. C. - When an 
aging rural mail carrier 
stopped at Mrs. Dora Bigham'i 
fcome near here Saturday. Jan. 
15. 1921. little did he know he 
had came upon the scene of one 
of the worst crimes S. C. has 
ever known.

Mrs. Bigham lay crumpled 
behind an old well. A stream 
of blood led to the back steps
 f the house.

Edmund Bigham. one of the 
dead woman's son*, ran to the 
mall man and said "She has 
just died . . . ihe told me 
Smiley done it. he has killed us
•11."

Mrs. Msrjorie Black. Ed 
mund's sister, was found in 

room dead. She had been 
. . in the temple, her under 
wear "«d been ripped open and

Sit   year - old John Me- 
Cracken Jr. was found lying 
on a potato bank near a pt- 
ran tree la the back yard. He 
too had been shot la the 
temple but was itlll living. 
There wai also a wound la 
one of thf boy'f hand*. Indi 
cating hr had raised his arm 
to ward off the assasiin's bul 
let.

John McCracken died during 
the night without saying a word.

Mrs. Edmund Bigham and 
her two daughters were found 
alive on the front porch of the 
big house. All three were 
scared almost beyond speech.

Edmund said he had seen his 
brother Smiley disappear into 
the woods near the home and 
that he had a pistol in his 
hand.

The day after the shootings 
Edmund directed a search that 
led to the discovery of Smiley's 
body.

He too had died of a bullet 
wound in the temple and was 
holding Edmund's pistol.

Edmund suggested suicide to 
the coroner but Smiley's wallet

was missing.
Edmund arranged a quick 

and simple mass funeral for all 
five of the dead. The two boys 
were buried in white coffins.

News nf the slaying spread 
over the state in no time.

Some residents of the Pam 
plico community, 18 miles 
southeast of Florence, agreed 
with Edmund that it was Smil 
ey who killed his mother, si.stcr 
and the two boys and then took 
his own life.

Rumors were thick that Smil 
ey, who had worked at a postal 
job. was worried over a short 
age of funds discovered by a 
postal examiner.

They whispered Smiley was 
' also disturbed over impending 

prosecution for destroying rec 
ords at the Florence County 
Courthouse.

Another rumor was that he 
had been denied a loan by a 
bank a week before the shoot 
ings.

However, the Wednesday aft 
er the fateful Saturday Edmund. 
who denied any connection with 
the crime, was arrested on a 
warrant signed by John Mc- 
Cracken Sr. father of the two] 
young boys killed. {

At the March. 1WI. term of 
criminal court in Florence 
County. Edmund was found 
guilty of murdering Smiley and 
was sentenced to die in the 
electric chair.

Solicitor Lonnie Gafque ar 
gue that Smiley Bigham's post 
office shortage amounted to 
only 40 cents and that he could 
have borrowed f 10.000 from Joe 
McCown's bank if he had need 
ed it very badly. 

Casque also argued that 
mi ley's wallet was found

on Edmund when he was order 
ed searched by the coroner for 
a pistol he reportedly had been 
seen carrying.

The able solicitor told the 
jury how Edmund and Smiley 
were last seen together in the 
woods near where Smiley's 
body was found.

Witnesses testified thai Smi- 
Icy tried to leave the woods but 
that Edmund called for him to 
wait so they could walk 
home together. Both Smiley 
and Edmund were in the woods I
paying N'cgrn woodcutters their j 
wages. The Bighams were left 
in the woods alone.

Casque explained to the jury 
how Mrs. Edmund B.gham 
went to the court clerk's office 
in Florence while Edmund was 
in jail awaiting trial and tr<ed 
to record a deed Casque said 
was taken from Marjorie Black 
when her undervest was ripped 
open.

Casque emphasized that Ed 
mund's lust for land led him to 
the shooting spree.

Clerk E. M. SinglMary testi- 
Led the deed, signed by Dora 
Bigham, Mrs. Black and Smi 
ley Bigham. was forged.

Edmund testified the other 
Righams owed him $42.000 and
liad given him a deed' to all 
their property as payment.

Edmund admitted the pistol 
found in Smiley's hand was 
his i Edmund's) but .«aid Smil 
ey had gotten it by forcing 
open a locked drawer.

One defendant was convicted 
on circumstantial evidence, 

there were no eyewitnesses to 
the shootings. At least, none 
who would testif:

"Aunty Silvia." a -withered 
Negress born as a slave on the 
Bigham place, is said to have 
been cooking hog meat at one 
Bigham home when the slaugh 
ter began.

She allegedly ran across a 
field and remained silent about 
what she had seen. 

* * *

A'ew Trial Denied
Bigham's attorneys appealed i 

for * new trial but received] 
a denial June 10, 1922. The pris 
oner was sentenced to die July 
22 of that year.

But the defense lawyers 
wouldn't gire up. Thf 7 won 
other trials for Bigham and 
IB April of 1927 it Conway 
succeeded in gaining a com 
promise with Solicitor Casque 
thai the Jury be permitted to 
enter a guilty verdkt and 
recommended mercy.

This was done and Bigham 
was sent to the S. C. Peniten 
tiary for life. He has been there 
for the past 33 years but still 
maintains his innocence.

When Casque agreed to the 
compromise at the 1927 trial 
he reportedly included in the 
settlement that if a governor 
should pardon Edmund for (he 
murder of Smiley he would be 
promptly re-arrested and tried 
again for the murder of one of 
the other four victims.

yean ag« sad was replaced 
with what ti BMW the quiet 
country home of Mr. and 
MM. Thomai Pottoa.

Mrs. Poston said she saw 
the car Bigham was in stop 
in front of her house Monday. 
She said _h*_^eemed Jo__droi 
his head after taking a quTcl 
look at the old well in the] 
back yard and the outbuild 
ings on the place.

Bigbam recently stated he is| 
90 years old but prison rec 
ords list him as beinf 75.1 
Former Pamplico acquaintances) 
say he is 77.

Bigham Returns
When Bigham was brought 

to Florence this week in con 
nection with his bid to win 
parole, officers drove him to I 
Pamplico to the old Bigham J 
homeplace.

The old house burned


