
A Tale From Hamburg

MAN has invented many terri 
fying animals over the cen- 

turip* to frighten himself and his 
brethren, but it Is doubtful if any 
devilish creation ever canned the 
havoc that the "gya.scutus" did 
in the town of Hamburg back in 
1S18 or thereabout.

Hamburg was once a thriving 
town on the Savannah River, op 
posite Augusta, Ga. It was a busy 
trading center for the Up Coun 
try until outstripped by its rival, 
Augusta  and then it rapidly de- 
clir.ed.

The tale of the "gyascutus" Is 
told by Audrey H. Ward of Ai- 
ken, district agent for the Clem- 
son- College Extension Service.. 
Mr. Ward is a popular speaker, 
and a magnificient spinner of 
tales "all true," he declares.

The story begins immediately 
after the Mexican War. Four sol 
diers from South Carolina were 
making iheir way hack home on 
foot from Mexico. It was a long 
and weary trek, but the four 
were congenial companions. It 
wasn't until they reached Missis 
sippi that their spirts sank. They 
discovered that they were stoney 
broke. They knew they could 
make It home somehow, but they 
were determined not to arrive 
penniless. So, as they scrounged 
for food, and slept wherever they 
could along the way, they hatch 
ed a plan.

This plan, they agreed, would 
require a busy town a place 
where a crowd could gather and 
where people had money.

As they moved nearer hcmr. 
they settled on Hamburg. Ham 
burg was the terminal point of 
the new fharleston-to-Hamhurg 
railroad. It was also a renter 
where wagon trains coming up

from the roast, and farmers com 
ing in from the West, met m 
exchange goods. Its people were 
prosperous.

When the soldiers renched Au 
gusta and prepared to cross the 
Savannah River bridge, one of 
them stayed behind. The o'her 
three went over to Hamburg, lo- 
caled the public hall and ar- 
r«riKod to hire it. They thrn had 
handbills printed on credit and 
distributed them through the 
town:

HEAR YK!

first and Only Showing 
of the T?rnhle

GYASCUTUS

<v t

B> Kathryn
Movi Savage Wild Beast Captured 
Jn Mississippi River Valley Will 
Appear in Hamburg Tomorrow.

In small print it was explained 
thai Ihe four soldiers had brcn 
atacked by the savage boast, and 
that one of thorn had been kill 
ed. The other three had succeed 
ed in capturing the animal and 
had brought him many milrs in 
a case. He would be shown at 8 
p. m. on the following evening. 
Tickets wrre $1 apirre.

The soldiers returned to Au- 
gusra. At 4 p. m. on Ihe follow 
ing afternoon a strange cortege 
moved across the Savannah Ri 
ver Bridge. Mounted on a wagon 
pulled by two white horses was ft 
huge box, from which xa\ age

sound* arow. On the side of the 
box was a picture of the terrify. 
Ing beast, resembling a giant 
panlluT with murderous fangs 
and claws. One of the soldiers 
walked at the head of the pro 
cession blowing a bugle. The oth 
er two walked behind, accom 
panied by a goodly crowd.

Kxcilemeut mounted in Ham 
burg. All afternoon the roars of 
the boast could be heard from 
the town hall. Those who had nol 
already bought tickets rushed to 
get them.

Long before 8 p. m. Ihe hall 
was crowded. People stood 
around the sides of Ihe building, 
others perched in the windows. 
Across the. curtain of the stage 
was stretched a full-color like-

"On Me $/rfe of Me fcoi wo* o picture of the terrifying beosf, reiembling o giant panther with 
murder out fortgs and c/ovs      "

ness of the gyascutus. ard the 
crowd shivered in anticipation. 
Tension mounted as sounds of 
banging and scuffling camp from 
behind thr curtain, punctuated by 
Ine muffled roars of Ihe beast. 
Time passed; the crowd grew im 
patient.

.Suddenly (here was thf> sound 
of wood splitting. The curlnm bil 
lowed, men shouted, and there 
wai an unearthly gutlrral roar 
from the beast. One of the Mrf- 
diers burst through the curtain, 
his clolhmg awry, and stark ter 
ror on his face.

"Kun for your live*! Run for 
your Jives!

"The gyascufus has escaped!"
People raced for Ihe dfwrn, 

trampling over each other. They 
climbed over the seats and jump 
ed from the windows. As ihey 
ran they shouted, and the people 
in the streets fled. Many specta 
tors who ha<i come fiom A'jgnsta 
did not bother to head for thr 
bridge. They dashrd for the ri 
ver, which was unusually dry, 
and they jumped from stone to 
stone, or floundered their way 
across through the shallow water.

Wilhin minutes the streets of 
lEamhiirg were deserted. Doors 
were locked and windows shutter- 
fvl. A terrible silence hung over 
the town. Back in the public hall 
the soldiers wasted no time. Thcii 
pockets stuffed with hills, ihr 
four of them quickly evaporated 
from Ihe scene. Neither they, nor 
ihe frrrible gynsrnnis, were ever 
heard Irom after that.

Butjnany a child of Hamburg 
heard the tale of the gyascutus 
before Ihe fire on a cold winter 
night untl finally even the 
hearths and the homes of Ham 
burg had vanished*
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