
they say
Bits taken from our old file*  
HUtory, Politici, Humor! Ori- 
gin Unknown; Content! Good.

"No greater calamity can befall 
a people than to break utterly 
with its past; and if we forget 
our ancestors we ourselves are 
unworthy to be remembered."

FAMOUS HOUSE IS LOCATED 
NEAR THE ROCKY CREEK PAM

Great Falls. S. C. Four miles south of here, near Rocky 
Cfeek power plant, there stands today a large two and a 
half story home, built in the manner of the old South with 
four white columns rising at its front, and with an unusual 
fan-shaped window over its double front doors.

It was in this home, in the northeast corner of Fairfield 
county, that General William Tecumseh Sherman made his
personal headquarters for a time, ...

Mr. Johnston's mother, his
grandmother, Mrs. Barkley, and 
Miss Sarah Berkley were 
kept busy directing the slaves in 
hiding valuables and food. They 
carried the flat silver, weighty, 
and burdensome though it was, in 
large invisible pockets in their

during his march through the 
South.

An interesting story surrounds 
the home the home itself is as in 
teresting as the reddish-haired, 
handsome general in the blue uni 
form of the Union Army who stop 
ped there in the early part of 18- 
65. That visitor, who has been 
roundly cursed by many a stoat* 
he*rt*d southerner, was found by 
the resident of the home to be a 
gentleman with a "pleasant and 
courteous" manner toward his men 
and others.

The house was built in 1S30 by 
James Barkley, a wealthy planter 
and clave owner, and named 
"Rocky Mount", the name by 
rhieh the community was also 

known. The large brick chimneys 
were made in England and had 
been brought t» South Carolina to 
build Fort Dearborn, a Revolution 
ary fort near Great Palls. After 
the fort was no longer in use, Mr. 
Barkley bought the brick to use in 
building his chimneys.

James Barkley Johnston, a 
grandson of James Barkley. lives 
today, and the account of the hap 
penings at Rocky Mount during 
Sherman's visit is his story. He 
was born February 23, 1SB7, and 
was eight years old when the Un 
ion troops stopped at Rocky Mount 
after they had been delayed in 
crossing the Catawba river by the 
high waters.

Mr. Johnston remembers vividly [

dresses, and it was saved. Most of 
the other valuables which were 
hidden were found and carried off 
by the soldiers.

The meat was hidden between 
the weather boarding and ceiling 
of the garret and the soldiers 
never found it; although tltere was 
a strong smell of smoked meat in 
the garret.

When the first Yankees arrived, 
Mrs. Johnston thought they were 
some of General Joseph Wheeler's 
men, but in a short while swarms 
of soldiers wearing blue uniforms 
were everywhere- plundering, A 
silver pitcher was found in the 
greenhouse, and the walls were 
soon demolished in a search for 
more silver. The yard fence was 
burned the first night, as was a 
large supply house full of tobacco 
and other stores. The gin house 
full of cotton seed, the barn and 
the stables were in flames shortly 
after the arrival of the Yankees. 
During the eight days while thn 
soldiers were there, Mr. Johnston 
recalls the women lived in terror of 
having the house burned.

General Sherman arrived soon 
after February 17, 1865, and his 

pitched camp at Rockysome incidents which occurred]^
during the visit of General Sfeer-1 Mo"nt

He was "striking"man.
:•**' before the Yankees' ar 
rival Mr. Johnston remembers, the 
noise of eannon could be heard at 
Rocky Mount. Rumors of the 
cruelty and destruction of Sher- 
man'fl army swept over the coun 
try, filling the people with terror.

in appear 
ance, tall, handsome, clean-shaven, 
with reddish hair.

To the young Johnston boys 
who proudly wore brass "rebel- 
button!" on their jackets, Sber- 
man's shining boots and neat uni 
forms were envied possessions.

He stayed eight days, patiently 
waiting for the waters of the Ca 
tawba to drop and allow his men 
to past. When be left it was on ft 
peat black none, with a Negro 
boy as a valet, Mr. Johnston re 
members.

'Sherman went into the house 
every day and talked with the 
women. Miss Sarah Barkley was 
"high-tempered", and her eyes
flashed with fire when she had hot 
discussions with the general. Mrs. 
Johnston lived in terror that Sher 
man would grow angry and have 
the house burned. Usually Miss 
Sarah and Mrs. Barkley sat by the 
fire with large bonnets pulled 
down over their faces.

The officers had their quarters 
in the house- The first morning 
after they arrived, Mrs. Johns ton 
invited several of them to break 
fast. The menu included rye- 
coffee, with no sugar, bread and 
meat, after the officers showed 
their appreciation of the invitation 
by preventing the goldiers from 
piercing the portraits with their 
bayonets and breaking up the 
furniture. They also stopped the 
soldiers from tearing up the floor 
and using the planks to patch the 
pontoon bridge across the river.

The soldiers gave sugar to the 
little boys, but they were not al 
lowed to eat it for fear they would 
be poisoned.

Once when a soldier saw a bar 
rel of molasses in a room, he 
slipped into the basement and bor 
ed a hole through the floor to try 
to drain out the syrup. He missed 
the barrel by inches. The mark is 
still in the floor.

Captain Isaac Withers of Winns- 
boro and a young man named Kel- 
ler from Board river were held 
prisoners by the Yankees, while 
they were at Rocky Mount. Cap 
tain Withers came to the house for 
food, but stopped after the sol 
diers complained to their officers 
that "rebel" soldiers were being 
fed.

As the Yankees were leaving 
Rocky Mount, some of General 
Wheeler's men came up and there 
was a brief skirmish about the 
house. Wheeler warned the wom 
en and children to !ie flat on the 
floor during the fight The Yan 
kees thought Wheeler's entire 
army was in pursuit and left hur 
riedly.

One of the rebels chased a Yan 
kee through the house. The 
Southerner's gun was cocked and 
fired in the hall, leaving a mark 
which is still to be seen. Bullet 
holes from the skirmish are still 
visible in the weather boarding of 
the house. During their stay there 

Yankees threw rifle pits in the
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garden and breast works and rifle 
pits were dug in the old canal near 
the river. One bridge at the fer 
ry was broken, but the Yankees 
erected another at the canal. The 
approach which was cut for it can 
still be seen.

When the soldiers were gone, 
there was nothing left but the 
house and land. The place was 
bleak and bare. So far as the 
Barkleys and Johns-tons were con 
cerned the Confederacy was at its 
lowest ebb. The time for rebuild 
ing had come.

Barkley Johnston caught an old 
crippled horse which had missed 
being shot. The horse called Billy 
Sherman, plowed the first crop af 
ter the war. A smalt steel mill 
was found near the camps and this 
mill ground corn picked up from 
the camp, washed and dried for 
food. There was meat still in the 
garret.

"Those were hard times," Mr. 
Johnston added as he finished his 
story. "The present generation 
know nothing of such a depression 
as there was then- I've lived to 
see and enjoy paved roads, electric 
lights, and the radio."
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Know Chester Count
By ANNE COLL1NS

SHERMAN'S ARMY IN THE 
ROCKY MOUNT SECTION

The writer who tell of Sher 
man's march through South 
Carolina has a prolific as well 
as a sorrowful theme.

Several days before the ar 
rival of the army at Rocky 
Mount February 22, 18(55, the 
southern skies were covered 
with the smoke of burning 
buildings. Each day the smoke 
appeared nearer and nearer, 
and the hearts of the people 
beat faster. Next came a throng 
of fugitives, fleeing from their 
homes endeavoring to .save their 
stock and a few valuables. Then 
came straggling soldiers with 
many tales of woe and horror. 

Next was heard the skirmish 
near Gladdens, then the smoke 
of the neighbor's building was 
seen in black columns ascend 
ing heavenward, then came the 
sound of the taps of the drums. 
The Yankee soldiers dashed up 
to the doors and demanded 
gold and silver watches and 
silver plate. Whether given or 
not, the homes were thorough 
ly searched and everything they 
wanted taken. Often when the 
soldiers did not wish the article* 
themselves, they took them and 
gave them to Negroes.

Yaids were cleared of dogs. 
In one instance a soldier pre 
sented his gun to shoot a dog 
which had fled to its mistress' 
feet for protection. Had not 
an officer ordered him to de- 
«idt, death might have been the 
result to the lady (Mrs. Robert 

Firearms were taken 
and destroyed, a great 

thrown into the Catawba

Ford) 
away 
many 
River 

The 
'Bacon,

poultry wad all taken, 
flour, corn, meal, and 

provisions of all kinds were re 
moved. Every locked door was 
forced open, ginhousea and 
cotton burnt in every instance. 
This much was done by the 
first group of Sherman's ad 
vancing army.

Late in the evening they put 
[pontoon bridge.** across the
river and 
Went over 
the 22nd. 
water ros*.- 
toons. By 
22nd the

a part of the army 
in the afternoon of 

It rained and the 
and broke the pun- 
the morning of the 

encampment reached
from Caldwell's Cross Roads on
both roads to Rocky Mount
'erry. The six days and nights

that the army spent there was
a time of much sorrow and fear
to the ladies and the few old

[men who were at home.

General Jeff C. Oavis of 
U. S. Army had his headquar 
ters at the house of Robert Ford 
for twenty-four hours. He 
drove Mrs. Ford, her aged ruo- 
thfi-in-law, and the children of 
the family from their rooms to 
an open portico to .spend the 
night, an unpleasantly cold and 
wet one. lit- occupied the 
grandmother's room, much to 
her discomfort. Gen. Davig 
traveled in a fine silver mount 
ed carriage drawn by two fine 
white steeds stolen on the 
march. His meals were served 
on silver waiteis.

General Shei man traveled 
through this vicinity on horse 
back, and save the wanton de 
struction of property, did no 
thing to render himself obnoxi 
ous. He had burnt ten build 
ings belonging to Mrs. Robert 
Ford, among them a large burn 
and stable. Several secret ef- 
foits were made to burn the 
dwelling house, but it was saved 
through the effort.-* of an In 
diana private soldier, whose 
name is now unknown.

The family of Mrs. Ford had 
a steadfast friend in the chief 
of artillery. He found some 
Masonic articles about the house 
and uaked Mrs. Ford if her hus 
band was a mason. On being 
answered in the affirmative, he 
bad the house and yard cleared 
of pillagers, gathered a few pro 
visions and sent them in and 
placed a guard over the pre 
mises. When he moved he left 
a paper which he hoped would 
be some protection, but here 
was but little to protect.

The Yankee soldiers shot 
down all kinds of stock, de 
stroyed all farm implements an.l 
burnt the fencing. During the 
six day's at Rocky Mount, they 
foraged the country for mile*, 
going in squads of from four to 
ten, sometimes without arms. 
General Sherman's headquarters 
were near the Barkley mansion. 
He treated the ladies in this 
section politely.

The neighborhood was so pil 
laged that the people for sev 
eral Jays had to subsist on the 
gleanings from the camps, Mr. 
J. H. Strnud of Chester County 
wa?i very kind to the people in 
their dire distress. He sent 
an ox cart regularly with meal 
and flour. His name will ever 
be green in the memory of the 
unfortunate people of the Rocky 
Mount section. The good people 
of Rancomvtlle, Chester County, 
and others also aided them. All 
aid received wan from private 

ersons. For two years the ra-

Kindness of 
Mr. Wade B. Roddey
Richburg, 5. C.



tions were mainly cowpeas boil 
ed in water and a bit of corn- 
bread. Without money, cloth 
ing: or credit, there was real 

, f*ar of starvation. 
w After the army passed, per- 
! sons in the tract of the march 

came and claimed all unknown 
stock and broken down and 
abandoned vehicles of all kinds. 
A few had Home cattle left. 
They had to k^ep them under 
guard, or they would have been 
claimed and driven away.

Mr. Stephen Ferguson of 
Chester County, an aged man, 
anked for a detachment of 
Wheeler's calvary, and came 
down and skirmished with the 
Yankees in the yard of Mr. Rob 
ert Ford and Dr. Scott's, which 
greatly frightened the ladies. 
Ferguson rode boldly up to the 
window and told them to stand 
between the chimneys. He cap 
tured a few stragglers and left. 

The army begun to move a- 
, roHK the river about ten in the 
night, seemingly in great excite 
ment. Ferguson came with a 
large detachment, but was too 
late. The army had crossed and 
the bridges were raised.

From the News and Herald, 
Winnsboro, February 8, 1901.
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